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Acknowledgement

All praise is due to Allah alone. And prayers and
peace of Allah be upon the chosen Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) and upon his family and companions and whoever
followed his guidance.

O Allah, I ask you to bestow upon me your love and
the love of whoever loves you and the knowledge that helps
us to attain your love!
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Foreword

It is indeed a great piece of work in modern times
when mostly people have got mesmerized by the false and
deceitful shine of the materialistic world. Love is an im-
portant instinct in man, it is a great valuable in the possession
of human being. But, alas, this highly precious tool is wasted
on worthless things, resulting in "khasara dunya wal
aakhirah", which means loss in this world as well as in here-
after. May Allah bless dear Dr Abrar, who has taken out time
out of his busy schedule and worked hard not only to search
the verses of holy Quran regarding the topic but has also
journeyed through vast ocean of ahaadith and has very nicely
conveyed the significance and importance of the fact that Al-
lah alone deserves the maximum of love and that the love of
Allah is highly needed and tremendously rewarding. May
Allah accept his humble efforts and make it means of salva-
tion for all of us.

Dr. Ratig Ahmad Pampori
Rector Darul-Uloom Ilahiya
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Introduction

Love as defined in Oxford English dictionary
means, “A strong feeling of affection or a great interest
and pleasure in something.” It is a word so often talked
about, written about and discussed but usually used for all
mundane activities with very few people using this term
for the divine purposes.

Everybody has some basic instincts like hunger,
thirst, love for money, children, status and so on and the
strongest of these should have been love for his Creator as
He gives man all what he needs and in addition provides
him the senses so as to perceive the joy of having these
instincts fulfilled, who can explain the joy of drinking cold
water after a daylong fasting in Ramadhan. The human na-
ture is such that we fall in love with whomsoever we live
and have acquaintance with, even if it was a simple crea-
ture like cat, we love the house we have been living in, the
clothes we wear, we love our car; but have we ever
thought that our association with all these has been over a
period of months to few years and this leads us to love
them. Have we ever thought where we were before our
birth? No doubt our body came into existence only some
years ago but the soul inside us is a very old creation of


http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/affection#affection__2
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/pleasure#pleasure__2
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Allah. He created all souls together and then gradually He
instills them into bodies over a course of time and we were
all in the heavenly space very close to Allah until we came
to the earth, so the necessary implication of this long asso-
ciation is that we must have a deep love for Allah but our
preoccupation with this world has put a lot of curtains on
this bond, but believe me, the bond is completely intact
and it is there, only need of the hour is that we strive to lift
these curtains and see the unbelievable and feel the joy of
love and companionship of Allah. As everything in this
universe has been created by Allah, so the entity of love
too has been created by Allah and He is the one who put
the sweetness in it (His love).

Those blessed people who perceived sweet feeling
of love for the Creator feel dazzled by its effects and those
of us who fell in love for Allah tried to explain others
about the treasure they had in their hearts but the under-
standing power of most of the people was below the
threshold needed for perception. The great lovers of Allah
in their ecstasy even went to say, “If the kings come to
know about the treasure of love which we have in our
hearts they will kill us in envy.” Amongst the so many
miseries which have befallen this mankind today, is the
gradual and unperceivable loss of this treasure and result is
loss of peace in our lives and we all know that vacuum
cannot exist so this lacunae is filled by its opposite and
that is harbinger of jealousness, hatred, violence and ex-
treme greed as everybody wants to achieve the mundane
pleasures to the maximum so as to achieve the satisfaction.
But the result is opposite, it is like a thirsty person drink-
ing sea water, the more he drinks the more he feels thirst
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and the vicious cycle goes on till he dies of thirst. Since
times in memorial great people taught this subject and
tried to bring people closer to their Lord but again the sa-
tanic forces felt jealous and continued to pull the people
away from the joy of being close and favorite of their Cre-
ator in the same fashion as the Satan on the day of creation
of Adam (AS) felt jealous and did his all crafty maneuvers
to bring our father out of the heaven.

The world scenario nowadays is such that people
are getting gradually drifted away from the concept of Cre-
ator and mankind has even forgotten themselves in this
mad pursuit of an unending race of worldly excellence.
Now it is the responsibility of the Ummah to provide a role
model for the world in spiritual excellence but what to talk
of outsiders when majority of our own brethren because of
ignorance have failed to understand the subject. The cur-
rent generation of youth needs to be educated about the
importance of this subject but unfortunately many people
in recent era started questioning the rationale of this sub-
ject and started looking for its evidence in the light of
Quran and hadith. The quest for proof of the subject has
similitude to seeking evidence for presence of sun in broad
daylight. The result is colossal weakness in our faith as
the essence is missing and such a weak faith fails to face
the onslaught of modern age satanic forces and with great
pain I do admit that a large number of youth born in Mus-
lim families are in pitiable state if their faith is examined
in depth. Today, when the hearts of most of us are filled with
lusts, desires, temptations and fantasies, we need to remind
ourselves that it is not possible to have this filth to take room
in the same heart where we want to plant our love for Allah.

9.
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Always ask yourself whether the things you have stored in
your heart make you neglect Allah? And is it worth more
than the love of Allah? When we start replacing the lusts, de-
sires, and fantasies that are in our heart with Allah’s love,
then we will see ourselves regaining that love back from Al-
lah.

Ibn Taymiyyah said, “The more the servant loves his
Master, the less will he love other objects and those will de-
crease in number. The less the servant loves his Master, the
more will he love other objects and those will increase in
number.” (Majmu Fatawa).

The subject of love of Allah being one of the funda-
mental Islamic teachings and it has been the prime goal of
Sufi (mystic) practices wherein it has been described in
detail by numerous great personalities over the centuries.
And after reading their work it is difficult to gather the
courage to pen down anything on this great subject. Since
my occupation necessitates public dealing I am seeing a
trend in youngsters who have desire to come close to Allah
but unfortunately a good number of them are averse to the
writings of saints and somehow feel the subject is not a
part of pure Islamic teachings. My small booklet is de-
signed to address this audience and will be emphasizing
mainly on the material from the holy Quran and ahadith.
The methodology used in this will be making two sections:

In first section I will be providing proof for the im-
portance of the subject by narrating relevant Quranic verses
and their commentary from Marif ul quran followed by
ahadith from all the six major books of hadith. In quoting
ahadith I will be quoting first from Bukhari and Muslim fol-
lowed by other books. The repetitions will be omitted as
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there are many on this subject. The narrations will be related
to love for Allah, love for Messenger of Allah (SAW), love
for people or places whom Allah loves.

In second section we will introspect into the subject
and analyze as to how much do we love Allah and how can
we inculcate this love in our selves

Over a long period this thought was coming to me
repeatedly to write something but my deficiency in
knowledge always was a bar to it and also the topic is so sen-
sitive that Maulana Rumi said “When the discourse touched
the matter of love, pen was broken and paper torn.” I myself
don’t know how I got the courage to take the pen in my hand
and [ pray to Allah that this small endeavor of mine becomes
a source of forgiveness for my wrong doings and helps in
vindicating the truth of love for Allah. May Allah the Al-
mighty forgive me for the mistakes committed in this book
and I would be extremely thankful if someone would point to
mistakes committed in this book.

Dr Abrar Ahad Wani
Srinagar
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What is Love?

Imam Ragib (RA) has defined Muhabbat (Love) as:
PV A-NE
“To intend that thing you think is good”.

Hazrat Shibli (RA) said, “Muhabbat (love) is called
Muhabbat as it erases everything from the heart except the
beloved.”

Hazrat Abdul Qasim Qushari (RA) said that love is
erasure of the qualities of lover affirming the essential being
of the beloved.

Love may be defined as an ‘inclination to that which
is pleasant.” This is apparent in the case of the five senses,
each of which may be said to love that which gives it delight;
thus the eye loves beautiful forms, the ear melodious sounds,
etc. This is a kind of love we share with the animals. But
there is a sixth sense, or faculty of perception, implanted in
the heart, which animals do not possess, through which we
become aware of spiritual beauty and excellence. Thus, a
man who is only acquainted with sensuous delights cannot
understand what the Prophet (SAW) meant when he said that
he loved prayer more than perfumes or women, though the
last two were also pleasant to him. But he whose inner sight
is opened to behold the beauty and perfection of Allahwill
despise all outward sights in comparison, however fair they
may be. When we apply this principle to the love of Allah we
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shall find that He alone is worthy of our love, and that, if an-
yone does not loves him, it is because he does not know Him.
Whatever thing we love it is because it is a reflection of Him
in that thing. It is for this reason that we love Prophet Mu-
hammad (SAW), because he is the Prophet and the Beloved
of Allah, and the love of learned and pious men is really the
love of God.

Human perfection is proportional to the amount of
love of Allah that has conquered the man's heart and amount
of this love possessed by this heart. At last the love of God
should conquer a man's heart and possess it wholly, and even
if it does not possess it wholly it should predominate in the
heart over the love of all other things.

Types of Muhabbat (Love)

1. Natural love (Hubbi-Tab’ee—( b <>)

Man by his inner nature feels love for himself, his children
and wealth etc., it is called Hubbi Taba’ee.

2. Beneficial love (Hubbi-Ahsani—(3lw>i <)

It is said:

oleaVlue ol

“Man is the slave of good (behavior).”

If anyone does some favour to someone, he always
remembers this favour and always tries to love and respect
him.

3. Love based on beauty (Hubbi Jamili—(JL= «=>)
Another reason for loving someone is because of the beauty
of that person or thing. One usually loves beautiful things.

4. Love based on excellence (Hubbi-Kamﬁli—(QLoS —>)
Another reason for loving someone is because of the excel-
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lence found in that person or thing. One usually respects the
people having some excellence.
5. Love based on reasoning (Hubbi-Aqli—(Jés =)
Another type of love is based on reasoning. One loves
those whom he thinks are helpful for him and hates those
whom he thinks can cause him harm. One loves his doctor
because he knows that the doctor is helping him, although the
doctor treats him with bitter medicines or painful injections.
When we analyze above types of love then we can
understand that Allah is the Being Who is most deserving
of all the above types of love whether it is because of His
excellence, benevolence or beauty.

14.



What the holy Quran says about the love for Allah?
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Yet there are men who take (for worship) others besides Al-
lah, as equal (with Allah): They love them as they should love
Allah. But those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Al-
lah. If only the unrighteous could see, behold, they would see
the penalty: that to Allah belongs all power, and Allah will
strongly enforce the penalty. (Al-Bagara, 2:165)

This verse points out to the error made by those who
associate others in the divinity of Allah and think that they
are caretakers of their needs. Their attachment to them reach-
es the proportions of love that is due for Allah alone. In di-
rect contrast to this profile of the polytheists, there are the
true believers who love Allah alone, and very staunchly too,
for a polytheist may turn away from his self-made god in the
event of an impending loss, but a true believer reposes his
total confidence in Allah, in gain and loss alike, retaining His
love and pleasure as his lasting possession, never leaving his
Creator whatever the odds agamst him be. (Ma’ariful Qur’an)

In this verse letter &l is used which is a superlative
degree vindicating the fact that Allah wants us to love him
the maximum, much more than anything else. This is the
quality of true believer and perhaps a major yardstick to



Love of Allah

measure the quantum of faith (iman) we have in our hearts.
It may not be an exaggeration if I say that the love for Al-
lah is directly proportional to the strength of iman (faith).
This love alone enables us to bear the hardships of follow-
ing the shariah.

In another verse Allah says:
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1t is not righteousness that ye turn your faces towards east or
West; but it is righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last
Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers, to
spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for
orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask,
and for the ransom of slaves, to be steadfast in prayer, and
practice regular charity; to fulfill the contracts which ye
have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering)
and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are
the people of truth, the Allah-fearing.

In this verse emphasis has been laid on doing right-
eous deeds like belief in the tenets of Islam, spending in the
path of Allah just for sake of love for Allah and not for
worldly gains. Love for wealth is an ingredient of human self
and the ability of the person to spend the wealth in the path
of Allah is an important indicator of love for Him.
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Love is something secret. Whether or not a person
loves another person, or loves less or more, are questions
which cannot be answered precisely. There is no measure or
yard-stick to determine the truth of the matter except that one
makes an educated guess based on visible conditions and
dealings, for love leaves traces and signs which could help in
recognizing it as such. Now, in the following verses, Allah
Almighty tells those who claimed that they loved Allah and
hoped to be loved by Him about the real criterion of His love
Say: "If ye do love Allah, Follow me: Allah will love you and
forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Mer-
ciful." (Aal-i-Imraan, 3:31)

In other words, if a person living in the world of to-
day claims that he loves his Creator and Master, then, he
must test it on the touch-stone of his obedience to the Mes-
senger, that is, match it against the frequency and quality of
where and how he has been following him ? Once this is
done, the genuine and the fake of it will be exposed right
there. How much true a person turns out to be in his claim
will be visible from how much he makes it a point to follow
the noble Prophet, using the guidance brought by him as the
guiding force in his life? The same test will show that the
weaker a person is in his claim, so equally weak he shall be
in his obedience to the Prophet. (Ma’ariful Qur’an).

It doesn’t make sense that someone claims to love his
parents but is always disobedient to them. Love for parents is
reflected in the degree of obedience to them. In the same
manner many ignorant people are befooled by self-styled
“saints or dervishes” who claim to be in eternal love with Al-

lah but make a mockery of Shariah laws. Allah obviously
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knew that such kind of people will be present on earth so He
announces a “litmus test” to check the purity of those who
claim to be in love with Allah. The test had to be simple so
that an average human being can understand it. He sent his
messenger Prophet Muhammad (SAW) with the divine guid-
ance and then announced that whosoever loves Allah must
follow the teachings of my beloved prophet and whosoever
disobeys him doesn’t love me. Hence the path is crystal clear
without any ambiguity or confusion and leads to eternal sal-
vation. The most beautiful and quick reward of this will be
that Allah starts loving this person and not only this but this
lucky person will have his sins forgiven by Allah. May Allah
make us one amongst these blessed people.
In Surah Maaida, Allah announces:
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O ye who believe! if any from among you turn back from his
Faith, soon will Allah produce a people whom He will love
as they will love Him,- lowly with the believers, mighty
against the rejecters, fighting in the way of Allah, and never
afraid of the reproaches of such as find fault. That is the
grace of Allah, which He will bestow on whom He pleaseth.
And Allah encompasseth all, and He knoweth all things. (Al-
Maaida, 5:54)

When it was said in this verse that should Muslims
become apostates, it does not matter, for Allah will make an-
other set of people rise to take their place, then, right there,
some virtues of this set of people have also been enumerated
18.
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saying clearly that they can be marked out by such and such
distinguishable qualities. Those engaged in the service of
their religion should keep these qualities foremost in their
minds because these verses tell us that people who have such
quality and character are welcome and dear in the sight of
Almighty Allah. Amongst all these qualities the first and
foremost quality identified by the Holy Qur'an is that Allah
will love them and they will love Allah. There are two parts
to this quality. The first one is the love of these people for
Almighty Allah.

This could be taken, in one or the other degree, within
one's control since one can, even if one does not love some-
one emotionally or naturally, at least make his intention and
determination to work for him in loving intellectually. And
even emotional or natural love is though not in one's control,
yet its causes are, for instance, the meditation of the greatness
and majesty of Almighty Allah, the conception of His being
most perfect owner and the recapitulative survey of His au-
thorities and blessings over human beings. This would defi-
nitely generate even natural love for Almighty Allah in the
heart of a man or woman. But, as far as the other part is con-
cerned, that is, the love of Allah will be with these people, it
obviously seems to indicate that this is a matter where human
choice and action play no role. So, what is beyond our con-
trol and choice hardly warrants a description and is obviously
fruitless - one may be tempted to wonder. But, by pondering
over some other verses of the Holy Qur'an, one will discover
that the causes of this part of love too are within human con-
trol. If someone uses these means, the love of Allah will nec-
essarily be with him or her. (Ma’ariful Qur’an)
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And he said, " Truly do I love the love of good, with a view
to the glory of my Lord,"™ until (the sun) was hidden in the
veil (of night). (Saad, Chapter 38:32)

In this verses, an event relating to Sayiduna Sulaiman
(AS) has been mentioned. The gist of the well-known Tafsir
of this event is that Sayiduna Sulaiman (AS) was so en-
grossed in the inspection of the horses that he missed to per-
form the Salah of Al-asr at his usual time. Later, when he
was alerted to this loss, he slaughtered all those horses as the
unfortunate interference in the remembrance of Allah took
place because of them. This missed Salah could be a nafl and
in this situation, there should be no difficulty in understand-
ing what Sulaiman (AS) did, for the noble prophets try to
make amends for even this much of negligence. And it is also
possible that the Salah concerned was obligatory (fard) and
his engrossment in the inspection might have caused him to
forget. Although if someone forgets to perform the fard
(obligatory) Salah, it does not cause a sin to have been com-
mitted, but Sayiduna Sulaiman (AS), in view of his high sta-
tion, expiated for that too. Anyway, this much does stand
proved from the event that, should there come a time when
one happens to have been neglectful of the remembrance of
Allah, then, in order to punish one's aberrant self, depriving it
of some lawful thing is permissible. This, in the terminology
of the noble Sufis, is called ghayrah (sense of honor or
shame). Imposing such penalties on one's own self for the
purpose of training it to do what is good is a prescription of
self-reform - and this event seems to suggest its justification,
in fact, recommendation. It has also been reported from the
Holy Prophet that, on a certain occasion, Sayidina Abu Jahm
(RA) presented to him the gift of a Syrian shawl having some
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sort of design embroidered or painted on it. He made his Sa-
lah covering himself with this shawl. Then, he came to Say-
yidah Aishah (RA) and said to her, "Return this shawl to
Abu Jahm because I happened to have cast a look at the de-
sign it had during the course of my Salah, and this design
would have almost thrown me into some trial" (Ahkam-ul-
Quran with reference to al-Muwatta' of Imam Malik). Simi-
larly, there is an incident related to Sayidina Abu Talhah
(RA) once, while making Salah in his fruit-farm, he hap-
pened to have turned his attention to look at a bird, and as a
result, his attention was diverted away from the Salah (a con-
travention of the essential etiquette of Salah being offered
before Allah). After that, he gave the whole farm as sadaqah
(charity). But one has to bear in mind that the penalty thought
of for this purpose should be permissible by itself. Wasting
away some property for no valid reason is not permissible.
Therefore, no such action is correct as would result in the
wastage of property. (Marif ul quran)
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“Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers,

your mates or your kindred, the wealth that ye have gained,

the commerce in which ye fear a decline or the dwellings in

which ye delight are dearer to you than Allah or His Messen-

ger or the striving in His cause, then wait until Allah brings

about His decision and Allah guides not the rebel-
lious.” (9:24)

This verse of Surah al-Taubah was revealed essential-
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ly about people who did not migrate from Makkah at the time
migration was made obligatory for them. Their love for fami-
ly and property had stopped them from carrying out their ob-
ligation to migrate. In their case, Allah Almighty asked the
Holy Prophet (SAW) to tell them what appears in the verse
cited above. As for the statement: "Wait until Allah comes
with His command," Tafsir authority Mujahid has said that
'‘command' referred to here means the command to carry out
the jihad and conquest of Makkah. The sense of the state-
ment is that the time is near when the evil end of those who
sacrifice their relationship with Allah and His Messenger for
the sake of worldly bonds shall become visible to all. That is
the time when Makkah shall stand conquered, those who
chose to discard their appointed duty shall face disgrace and
their bonds with people and things they fancied shall be of no
avail to them. But, the generality of the words of the verse is
telling all Muslims that their love for Allah and His Messen-
ger is obligatory on them in a special degree. That degree is
the highest, the foremost. This degree requires that no other
bond or love for anything or anyone should ever prevail over
it. So, whoever fails to come up with this level of love be-
comes deserving of punishment from Allah. Let him, then,
wait for it. Tafsir authority, Qadi al-Baidawi and other com-
mentators have said that there are very few people who could
be considered exempt from the warning given in this verse.
The reason is that even the greatest among those who prac-
tice and teach religious percepts and virtues seem to be sub-
dued by their love for family and belongings — of course,
with the exception of those Allah wills to be otherwise. How-
ever, Qadi al-Baidawi explains further by saying that 'love'
here means love that is within one's control. It has nothing to
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do with love which one does not control, that which is natural
- because Allah Ta'ala does not obligate anyone beyond one's
capacity and control. Therefore, a person may have his heart
full of natural love for worldly bonds but he should not let it
overpower him to the limit that he starts acting against the
will and command of Allah and His Messenger. If so, this
warning will not apply to him and he will be taken as one
who keeps his love for Allah and His Messenger above eve-
rything. This is very much like the case of a patient who gets
nervous about an unpleasant medicine or unexpected surgery.
This is natural. But, he does agree to it rationally since it is
for his own good. If so, it is not blameworthy. Then, common
sense never forces him to get rid of his natural nervousness
and dislike. Similarly, if someone feels naturally uncomforta-
ble while complying with some Divine injunctions due to his
love for wealth and children, yet bears by the discomfort and
carries those injunctions out, then, that is not blameworthy
either. In fact, it is praiseworthy for he would be regarded as
one who keeps his love for Allah and His Messenger (SAW)
on top of everything in the light of this verse. Nevertheless,
as for the high station of love is concerned, there is no doubt
about the ideal that love must come to prevail over one's na-
ture as well and go on to turn every discomfort welcome
while complying with what your beloved would like you to
do. This is not so difficult to comprehend. Think of the seek-
ers of material comfort in this world. Day in and day out,
they would embrace the hardest conceivable labor with a
smile to get what they want. For a salary check at the end of
the month, one would sacrifice sleep, comfort and social rela-
tionships. (Ma’ariful Qur’an)
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What the Ahadith say about the love for Allah?
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Narrated Abu Huraira (RA): The Prophet said, "If Allah
loves a person, He calls Gabriel saying: 'Allah loves so and
so; O Gabriel, love him.' Gabriel would love him, and then
Gabriel would make an announcement among the residents
of the Heaven, 'Allah loves so-and-so, therefore, you should
love him also." So, all the residents of the Heavens would
love him and then he is granted the pleasure of the people of
the earth.”. (BUKHARI USC-MSA web (English) Reference:
Volume 8, Book 73, Number 66)

This Hadith mentions the reward of love for the sake
of Allah. A person who loves for the sake of Allah is not only
loved by Allah but also by the inhabitants of the earth as well
as the heavens. On the other hand, those who are hated by
Allah are also hated by the inhabitants of the earth and the
heavens. It must be borne in mind that they alone remain
popular in this world who are righteous by nature - who
strictly maintain the distinction between the lawful and the
unlawful (Ma'ruf and Munkar). But those whose nature is
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defected by constant sins, cease to distinguish between right
and wrong and lose their credibility. They generally hate the
pious persons for the reason that every category of people
loves and likes people of its own kind. Once caliph Haroon
Rashid was going around from his palace and he saw a huge
crowd of people moving towards the main gate of the city.
He enquired as to what was happening? He was told that a
famous scholar Abdullah Bin Mubarak had come to city and
people were going to meet him out of love and respect for
him, he exclaimed, “They are the real kings.” This is perhaps
because of the divine announcement as mentioned in the had-
ith above.
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Narrated 'Ubada bin As-Samit (RA): The Prophet (SAW)
said, "Who-ever loves to meet Allah, Allah (too) loves to meet
him and who-ever hates to meet Allah, Allah (too) hates to
meet him". Aisha, or some of the wives of the Prophet (SAW)
said, " “But we dislike death.” He said: It is not like this, but
it is meant that when the time of the death of a believer ap-

proaches, he receives the good news of Allah’s pleasure with
him and His blessings upon him, and so at that time nothing
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is dearer to him than what is in front of him. He therefore
loves the meeting with Allah, and Allah (too) loves the meet-
ing with him. But when the time of the death of a disbeliever
approaches, he receives the evil news of Allah’s torment and
His Requital, whereupon nothing is more hateful to him than
what is before him. Therefore, he hates the meeting with Al-
lah, and Allah too, hates the meeting with him." (BUKHARI
USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Volume 8, Book 76,
Number 514)

Have we ever seen or heard of a person who is not
desirous of meeting his beloved? A true lover is always in
pursuit of meeting his beloved. Since this meeting is not pos-
sible in this world so the soul of the person who loves Allah
is always striving to leave the body to meet Him. We have
heard of so many saints longing to die to meet Allah. Howev-
er in many instances saints have been scary of dying but it
was because they considered their deeds not worthy of pre-
senting before Allah so there should be no confusion in the
issue.
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Narrated Al-Bara (RA): I heard the Prophet (SAW) saying
(or the Prophet (SAW) said, "None loves the Ansar but a be-
liever, and none hates them but a hypocrite. So Allah will
love him who loves them, and He will hate him who hates
them." (BUKHARI: USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Vol-
ume 5, Book 58, Number 127)
The way the Ansar or Helpers, faithfully served Is-
26.
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lam, Muslims and the Prophet (SAW) constitutes not only
one of the brightest chapters of Islamic history but also
makes them a model of excellent conduct and character. Al-
mighty Allah rewarded them for their devotion to Islam with
immense love for Faith - the love which became a symbol of
their Faith and love for Allah. Not only that, because of this
devotion of the Ansar, everyone who entertained jealousy
and hatred against them was declared a hypocrite by Allah.
There were two famous tribes, namely Al-Aus and Al-
Khazraj in Al-Madinah. In the pre-Islamic days they were
enemies to each other. When they embraced Islam, they be-
came close brothers. They welcomed the Muhajirun (the Em-
igrants) with open arms and rendered every possible assis-
tance to them. For this reason they were named Ansar. May
Allah be pleased with them and they be pleased with Him.
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Narrated Anas (RA): A man asked the Prophet (SAW) about
the Hour (i.e. Day of Judgment) saying, "When will the Hour
be?" The Prophet (SAW) said, "What have you prepared for
it?" The man said, "Nothing, except that I love Allah and His
Apostle.” The Prophet (SAW) said, "You will be with those

27.



Love of Allah

whom you love. "We had never been as glad as we were on
hearing that saying of the Prophet (SAW) (i.e., "You will be
with those whom you love.") Therefore, I love the Prophet ,
Abu Bakr and “Umar, and I hope that I will be with them be-
cause of my love for them though my deeds are not similar to
theirs.(BUKHARI::USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Vol-
ume 5, Book 57, Number 37)

The love of the Companions of the Prophet (SAW)
for Allah and His Prophet (SAW) was not only verbal , as is
the case of present-day Muslims. Their love was full of obe-
dience and submission to Allah in the true sense. This is what
the person mentioned in this Hadith really meant when he
said that he had not amassed a large treasure by way of Salat,
Saum (fasts) and Sadaqah for presentation on the Day of Res-
urrection. What he meant by them was voluntary acts and not
the obligations. The reason being that the obligatory acts like
Salat, Saum and Zakat are incumbent on every Muslim and
no one can claim to be a true believer and lover of Allah and
His Prophet (SAW) and yet ignores them. Any Muslim who
entertains true love of Allah and His Prophet (SAW) makes it
evident in his practical life by his strict performance of the
duties and obligations enjoined by Allah and demonstrated
by His Prophet (SAW) through his Sunnah. Even if such a
person does not have to his credit a large amount of volun-
tary acts, he will be declared successful by Allah. This is the
real message of this Hadith, otherwise a Muslim's claim for
the love of Allah and His Prophet (SAW) will be void if he
does not fulfill his religious obligations. In fact, without the
fulfillment of religious obligations, his claim will be nothing
short of self-deception. His claim for the love of Allah and
His Prophet (SAW) which is not supported by his actions
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will carry no weight before Allah. This is what the following
Ayah of the Noble Qur'an enjoins: "Say (O Muhammad, to
mankind), “If you (really) love Allah then follow me (i.e.,
accept Islamic Tauhid, follow the Qur'an and the Sunnah),
Allah will love you and forgive your sins. And Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful." (3:31)
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Narrated Anas bin Malik (RA): When the mountain of Uhud
appeared before Allah’s Apostle (SAW), he said, "This is a
mountain that loves us and is loved by us. O, Allah! Ibrahim
(AS) made Mecca a Sanctuary, and I have made Medina (i.e.
the area between its two mountains) a Sanctuary as
well." (BUKHARI:USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Vol-
ume 5, Book 59, Number 410)

In this narration it is clear that love for Allah and his
Prophet (SAW) is present even in non-living things like
mountain Uhad in this narration. In other narration in Bukha-
r1 itself the weeping of the log of wood on which Prophet
(SAW) used to deliver sermons when it was replaced by
wooden pulpit constructed by a carpenter is an ample proof
of love by non-living beings for holy Apostle (SAW). How
unfortunate are we that despite being provided so much intel-
lectual facilities by our Lord we fail to comprehend this sub-
ject? Not only we fail but worse part is that we do not even
exert to comprehend. May Allah guide us to right path.
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Narrated "Abdullah bin Mas ud (RA): A man came to Allah’s
Apostle (SAW) and said, "Allah’s Apostle, “What do you say
about a man who loves some people but cannot catch up with
their good deeds?” Allah’s Apostle (SAW) said, "Everyone
will be with those whom he loves." (BUKHARI: USC-MSA
web (English) Reference: Volume 8, Book 73, Number 190)
Besides bringing to eminence the high merit of enter-
taining the love for the pious persons, this Hadith tells us
about the Mercy and Blessings of Allah which He will show-
er upon those who love the pious people. Because of this
love, Allah will elevate even the inferior people and include
them among those whom He loves. This Hadith also serves a
warning that association and love with the impious people is
extremely dangerous as one can meet the same bad end
which is inevitable for them.
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Narrated Anas bin Malik (RA): The Prophet (SAW) said,
"None will have the sweetness (delight) of Faith (a) till he
loves a person and loves him only for Allah’s sake, (b) and
till it becomes dearer to him to be thrown in the fire than to
revert to disbelief after Allah has brought him out of it, (c)
and till Allah and His Apostle (SAW) become dearer to him
than anything else.” (BUKHARI: USC-MSA web (English)
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Reference: Volume 8, Book 73, Number 67)

The ‘sweetness of faith® mentioned in the Hadith
quoted above means this very station of love that makes the
hardest possible labor most welcome for the true seeker.
Love has its own chemistry of turning the sour into the sweet.
Some Muslim scholars have pointed out that a heart when
enriched with the sweetness of faith starts passing it on to
other parts of the body which begin to relish it during acts of
worship and obedience. In some reports, the same thing has
been equated with the ecstasy of faith - and in Hadith, the
Holy Prophet (SAW said: The delight of my eyes is in Salah.
Qadi Thana'ullah of Panipat has said in Tafsir Mazhari: This
station of love for Allah and His Messenger is a great bless-
ing - but, it can be acquired only when one stays close to the
People of Allah. It is for this reason that Muslim mystics con-
sider it necessary that it be sought with Sheikhs. The author
of Ruhal-Bayan has said that this station of friendship can be
acquired by the one who is ready to sacrifice, like Sayiduna
Ibrahim Khalilullah (RA) everything for the love of Allah-
wealth, children, life, everything. Finally, says commentator
al-Baidawi: The preservation and protection of the Sunnah
and Shariah of the Holy Prophet (SAW) and the rebuttal of
and the defense against those who oppose or malign them is
also an open sign of love for Allah and His Messenger
(SAW).
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Narrated Anas bin Malik (RA): Out of all the Ansar, living in
Medina, Abu Talha had the largest number of (date palm
trees) gardens, and the most beloved of his property to him
was Bairuha garden which was standing opposite the
Mosque [of the Prophet (SAW)], Allah 's Messenger used to
enter it and drink of its good water. When the Verse:--" By
no means shall you attain righteousness unless you spend (in
charity) of that which you love." (3.92) Abu Talha got up and
said, "Allah’s Messenger, Allah says:--" By no means shall
you attain righteousness unless you spend (in charity) of that
which you love." (3.92) and the most beloved of my property
to me is the Bairuha garden, so I give it (as a charitable gift)
in Allah’s Cause and hope to receive well out of it, and to
have it stored for me with Allah. So, O Allah’s Messenger!
Dispose it of (i.e. utilize it) in the way Allah orders you (to
dispose it of)."Allah’s Messenger (SAW). said, " Bravo!
That is a fruitful property! That is a fruitful property! I have
heard what you have said and I think that you should distrib-
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ute that (garden) amongst your relatives." The Abu Talha
distributed that garden amongst his relatives and his cousins.
Narrated Yahiya bin Yahiya: I learnt from Malik, "...a fruit-
ful property.” (BUKHARI:USC-MSA web (English) Refer-
ence: Volume 6, Book 60, Number 76

This Hadith mentions the spirit of obedience to Allah
and His Prophet (SAW) and effort which the Companions of
the Prophet (SAW) made for attaining a higher status in vir-
tue. It also signifies to spend the best of one's property in the
way of Allah is a sign of perfection of Faith. In the matter of
Sadaqat (alms giving and charity), preference must be given
to one's closest relations, provided they are poor and stand in
need of help, otherwise, these should be spent on other de-
serving people.
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Narrated Ibn "Abbas (RA): The first lady to use a girdle was

the mother of Ismail. She used a girdle so that she might hide
her tracks from Sarah. Ibraham (AS) brought her and her
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son Ismael (AS) while she was suckling him, to a place near
the Ka'ba under a tree on the spot of Zamzam, at the highest
place in the mosque. During those days there was nobody in
Mecca, nor was there any water so he made them sit over
there and placed near them a leather bag containing some
dates, and a small water-skin containing some water, and set
out homeward. Ismail's mother followed him saying, "O Ibra-
ham! Where are you going, leaving us in this valley where
there is no person whose company we may enjoy, nor is there
anything (to enjoy)?" She repeated that to him many times,
but he did not look back at her. Then she asked him, "Has
Allah ordered you to do so?" He said, "Yes." She said, "Then
He will not neglect us," and returned while Ibraham pro-
ceeded onwards, and on reaching the Thaniya where they
could not see him, he faced the Ka'ba, and raising both
hands, invoked Allah saying the following prayers: 'O our
Lord! I have made some of my offspring dwell in a valley
without cultivation, by Your Sacred House (Ka 'ba at Mecca)
in order, O our Lord, that they may offer prayer perfectly. So
fill some hearts among men with love towards them, and (O
Allah) provide them with fruits, so that they may give
thanks." (14.37) Ismael's mother went on suckling Ismael
(AS) and drinking from the water (she had). When the water
in the water-skin had all been used up, she became thirsty
and her child also became thirsty. She started looking at him
(i.e. Ismail) tossing in agony, She left him, for she could not
endure looking at him, and found that the mountain of Safa
was the nearest mountain to her on that land. She stood on it
and started looking at the valley keenly so that she might see
somebody, but she could not see anybody. Then she descend-
ed from Safa and when she reached the valley, she tucked up
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her robe and ran in the valley like a person in distress and
trouble, till she crossed the valley and reached the Marwa
mountain where she stood and started looking, expecting to
see somebody, but she could not see anybody. She repeated
that (running between Safa and Marwa) seven times." The
Prophet (SAW) said, "This is the source of the tradition of the
walking of people between them (i.e. Safa and Marwa). When
she reached the Marwa (for the last time) she heard a voice
and she asked herself to be quiet and listened attentively. She
heard the voice again and said, 'O, (whoever you may be)!
You have made me hear your voice; have you got something
to help me?" And behold! She saw an angel at the place of
Zamzam, digging the earth with his heel (or his wing), till
water flowed from that place. She started to make something
like a basin around it, using her hand in this way, and started
filling her water-skin with water with her hands, and the wa-
ter was flowing out after she had scooped some of it." The
Prophet (SAW) added, "May Allah bestow Mercy on Ismael's
mother! Had she let the Zamzam (flow without trying to con-
trol it) (or had she not scooped from that water) (to fill her
water-skin), Zamzam would have been a stream flowing on
the surface of the earth.” The Prophet (SAW) further added,
"Then she drank (water) and suckled her child. The angel
said to her, 'Don't be afraid of being neglected, for this is the
House of Allah which will be built by this boy and his father,
and Allah never neglects His people.' The House (i.e. Ka ba)
at that time was on a high place resembling a hillock, and
when torrents came, they flowed to its right and left. She
lived in that way till some people from the tribe of Jurhum or
a family from Jurhum passed by her and her child, as they
(i.e. the Jurhum people) were coming through the way of Ka-
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da'. They landed in the lower part of Mecca where they saw a
bird that had the habit of flying around water and not leaving
it. They said, 'This bird must be flying around water, though
we know that there is no water in this valley." They sent one
or two messengers who discovered the source of water, and
returned to inform them of the water. So, they all came
(towards the water)." The Prophet (SAW) added, "Ismail's
mother was sitting near the water. They asked her, 'Do you
allow us to stay with you?" She replied, 'Yes, but you will
have no right to possess the water.' They agreed to that." The
Prophet (SAW)  further said, "Ismail's mother was pleased
with the whole situation as she used to love to enjoy the com-
pany of the people. So, they settled there, and later on they
sent for their families who came and settled with them so that
some families became permanent residents there. The child
(i.e. Ismail) grew up and learnt Arabic from them and (his
virtues) caused them to love and admire him as he grew up,
and when he reached the age of puberty they made him mar-
ry a woman from amongst them. After Ismael's mother had
died, Ibraham (AS) came after Ismail's marriage in order to
see his family that he had left before, but he did not find
Ismael (AS) there. When he asked Ismail's wife about him,
she replied, 'He has gone in search of our livelihood.' Then
he asked her about their way of living and their condition,
and she replied, 'We are living in misery; we are living in
hardship and destitution,' complaining to him. He said,
'When your husband returns, convey my salutation to him
and tell him to change the threshold of the gate (of his
house)." When Ismael (AS) came, he seemed to have felt
something unusual, so he asked his wife, 'Has anyone visited
you?' She replied, 'Yes, an old man of so-and-so description
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came and asked me about you and I informed him, and he
asked about our state of living, and I told him that we were
living in a hardship and poverty.' On that Ismael (AS) said,
“Did he advise you anything?' She replied, 'Yes, he told me
to convey his salutation to you and to tell you to change the
threshold of your gate.’ Ismael (AS) said, 'It was my father,
and he has ordered me to divorce you. Go back to your fami-
Iy." So, Ismael (AS) divorced her and married another wom-
an from amongst them (i.e. Jurhum). Then Ibraham (AS)
stayed away from them for a period as long as Allah wished
and called on them again but did not find Ismail. So he came
to Ismail's wife and asked her about Ismail. She said, 'He has
gone in search of our livelihood.' Ibraham (AS) asked her,
'How are you getting on?' asking her about their sustenance
and living. She replied, 'We are prosperous and well-off (i.e.
we have everything in abundance).' Then she thanked Allah'
Ibraham(AS) said, 'What kind of food do you eat?' She said.
'Meat." He said, 'What do you drink?' She said, 'Water." He
said, "O Allah! Bless their meat and water." The Prophet
(SAW) added, "At that time they did not have grain, and if
they had grain, he would have also invoked Allah to bless it."
The Prophet (SAW) added, "If somebody has only these two
things as his sustenance, his health and disposition will be
badly affected, unless he lives in Mecca." The Prophet (SAW)
added," Then Ibraham (AS) said Ismail's wife, "when your
husband comes, give my regards to him and tell him that he
should keep firm the threshold of his gate." When Ismael
(AS) came back, he asked his wife, 'Did anyone call on you?'
She replied, 'Yes, a good-looking old man came to me,' so she
praised him and added. 'He asked about you, and I informed
him, and he asked about our livelihood and I told him that we

40.



Love of Allah

were in a good condition.' Ismael (AS) asked her, 'Did he
give you any piece of advice?' She said, 'Yes, he told me to
give his regards to you and ordered that you should keep
firm the threshold of your gate." On that Ismael (AS) said, "It
was my father, and you are the threshold (of the gate). He
has ordered me to keep you with me." Then Ibraham (AS)
stayed away from them for a period as long as Allah wished,
and called on them afterwards. He saw Ismael (AS) under a
tree near Zamzam, sharpening his arrows. When he saw 1b-
rahim (AS), he rose up to welcome him (and they greeted
each other as a father does with his son or a son does with
his father). Ibrahim (AS) said, 'O Ismael! Allah has given me
an order.' Ismael (AS) said, 'Do what your Lord has ordered
you to do." Ibrahim( AS) asked, 'Will you help me?' Ismael
(AS) said, 'l will help you.' Ibrahim (AS) said, Allah has or-
dered me to build a house here,’ pointing to a hillock higher
than the land surrounding it." The Prophet (SAW) added,
"Then they raised the foundations of the House (i.e. the
Ka'ba). Ismael (AS) brought the stones and Ibrahim (AS)
was building, and when the walls became high, Ismael (AS)
brought this stone and put it for Ibrahim (AS) who stood over
it and carried on building, while Ismael (AS) was handing
him the stones, and both of them were saying, 'O our Lord!
Accept (this service) from us, Verily, You are the All-
Hearing, the All-Knowing.' The Prophet (SAW)  added,
"Then both of them went on building and going round the
Ka'ba saying: O our Lord! Accept (this service) from us,
Verily, You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing." (2.127)
(BUKHARI: USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Volume 4,
Book 55, Number 583)

The love for Allah surpassed the love for family and

41.



Love of Allah

because of this bond Prophet Ibrahim (AS) left his family in
wilderness without any apparent worldly support.

In this narration, there is the historical background of
walking briskly between the hills of As-Safa and Al-Marwabh.
This ritual of Hajj and "Umrah has been fixed as a remem-
brance of the incident about what Hajirah (AS) had to face
and what she did in the difficult circumstances. In fact, she
was so pious and obedient that she agreed to live in such wil-
derness where there was no sign of any human being far and
wide. Secondly, there was no water to drink or food for sub-
sistence.

For this act of piety, she was rewarded with two
things; firstly, she was bestowed with an eternally flowing
spring which proved for her at that moment a source of life,
and people still benefit from it today. Secondly, her brisk
movement and running between the two hills was made an
important and compulsory ritual to be performed during Hajj
and "Umrah. This ritual is to continue for all times till the
Day of Resurrection.
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Narrated Abu Huraira (RA): "Allah’s Apostle (SAW) said,
"By Him in Whose Hands my life is, none of you will have
faith till he loves me more than his father and his chil-
dren." (BUKHARI: USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Vol-
ume 1, Book 2, Number 14)

What kind of love is meant in this Hadith?
Qadhi Baidhawi says that here Hubbi-Aqli (Love
based on reasoning) is meant while as Imam Khattabi is of
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the opinion that here voluntary love is meant. In fact
Rasulullah (SAW) deserves all types of love. We cannot
count favours done by him for the benefit of humanity. He
stands at number one with distinction in the history of whole
mankind who has done maximum good to it. Even non-
Muslims accept the fact that he has been a great benefactor of
humanity. The beauty and excellences of Rasulullah (SAW)
are unparalleled. So if anyone deserves love on these ac-
counts, he can be none other than Rasulullah (SAW). Logic
and rationality will always demand that the true love should
be reserved for Rasulullah (SAW), even if it is against one’s
own self (Nafsi Ammarah). Sensible people will always
acknowledge that their absolute benefit is in following
Rasulullah (SAW) sincerely. In nutshell, Rasulullah (SAW)
deserves all types of love.

Incident of Abdullah bin Zaid bin Abd Raba

Abdullah bin Zaid (RA) was a Sahabi, one day while
he was working in his field, his son informed him that
Rasulullah (SAW) has passed away, he immediately raised
his hands for Dua and said, “Oh, Allah please take away the
light of my eyes who used to see Rasulullah, as I don’t want
to see any other thing with these eyes after my friend
Rasulullah (SAW), Allah accepted his Dua and he immedi-
ately got blind.

Incident of a Sahabi woman

There was a lady from Madinah whose husband,
brother and father died in the battle of Uhud. When she was
informed about their death, ignoring this she enquired about
the safety of Rasulullah (SAW). When she was informed
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about his welfare, she made a wonderful statement:
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“Every disaster next to you (Rasulullah) is insubstantial”’.

Incident of Hadhrat Umar (RA)

On hearing this Hadith Hadhrat Umar (RA) told
Rasulullah (SAW) that he loved him more than anything else
except his own self. Rasulullah said to Hadhrat Umar (RA)
that he could not be (perfect) Muslim unless and until he
loved him more than his own self. Hadhrat Umar
(RA) immediately said that now he loved him more than his
own self. Ulema say that Hadhrat Umar (RA) already loved
Rasulullah (SAW) more than his own self but he was not
aware of it. When Rasulullah (SAW) pointed towards his
weakness, he immediately realised that he was always ready
to sacrifice his life for Rasulullah (SAW) and readily ex-
claimed that he loved him more than his own self. (Rafat ul
Barl)
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Narrated Salama bin Al-Akwa (RA): Ali remained behind the
Prophet (SAW) during the battle of Khaibar as he was suffer-
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ing from some eye trouble but then he said, "How should I
stay behind Allah’s Apostle (SAW) ? So, he set out till he
joined the Prophet (SAW). On the eve of the day of the con-
quest of Khaibar, Allah’s Apostle (SAW) said, "(No doubt) 1
will give the flag tomorrow to a man whom Allah and His
Apostle (SAW) love or who loves Allah and His Apostle
(SAW). Allah will bestow victory upon him." Suddenly 'Ali
joined us though we were not expecting him. The people said,
"Here is 'Ali. "So, Allah’s Apostle (SAW) gave the flag to him
and Allah bestowed victory upon him. (BUKHARI: USC-
MSA web (English) Reference: Volume 4, Book 52, Number
219)

In this hadith importance of love for Allah gets
strengthened further as holy Prophet (SAW) correlates the
victory of an important battle to the quality of love for Allah
in the heart of the person. In this battle Muslims were strug-
gling hard to achieve victory but were not able to crack
through the defenses of the enemy and then Holy Prophet
(SAW) made such an announcement and Almighty Allah
gave victory as prophesized by Holy Prophet (SAW).
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Narrated Abu "Uthman (RA) : Allah’s Apostle (SAW) (sent
‘Amr bin Al Aas as the commander of the troops of Dhat-us-
Salasil. "Amr bin Al- "As (RA) said, "(On my return) I came
to the Prophet (SAW) and said, 'Which people do you love
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most?' He replied, "Aisha.' I said, 'from amongst the men?’
He replied, 'Her father (Abu Bakr)'. I said, 'whom (do you
love) next?' He replied, ""Umar.' Then he counted the names
of many men, and I became silent for fear that he might re-
gard me as the last of them." (BUKHARI: USC-MSA web
(English) Reference: Volume 5, Book 59, Number 644)

The desire for suhaba to attain the closeness of Holy
Prophet (SAW) gets exemplified as they wanted to be closest
to Holy Prophet (SAW) and Amr bin Al-"As was keen to
hear his name in the list of loved ones of Holy Prophet
(SAW) and this all reflects the quantum of love which suhaba
has in their hearts. May Allah bless them all? In view of their
great stature, love for all the suhaba has been quoted by many
authorities as essential element of belief.

a2y au;ud@‘iw La0" sl ”%@I&ééﬁﬁ&f‘ﬁ;[&&i

oz sle 41 Ja g S F 1k W sl i g i s e

b3 [ . DIt P z . P 7Lk 2 trzz
N bﬁ;uﬁ@\a@L,?v,;dw‘ségm‘euaé@wa@é,uum

PEEIR A m'&iﬁnje@&ujwi}g;;i

Narrated Aisha (RA) : The Prophet (SAW) sent an army unit
under the command of a man who used to lead his compan-
ions in the prayers and would finish his recitation with (Sura
112): 'Say (O Muhammad): "He is Allah, the One." “(112.1)
When they returned (from the battle), they mentioned that to
the Prophet (SAW). He said (to them), "Ask him why he does
so." They asked him and he said, "l do so because it mentions
the qualities of the Beneficent and I love to recite it (in my
prayer)." The Prophet (SAW) said (to them), "Tell him that
Allah loves him." (BUKHARI: USC-MSA web (English) Ref-
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erence: Volume 9, Book 93, Number 472)

The Sahabi loved Allah and hence loved the attributes
of Him as well, this made him to recite surah Ikhlas often and
this quality of his was admired by Holy Prophet (SAW). We
have seen in our daily experience a mother loves her child
and despite so many bad qualities which may be present in
his child she still feels her child is the best of all and love
makes her blind to all the vices in her child. On contrary our
Allah is pure of all what we can imagine and is the creator of
all the goodness and beauty so how can anyone stop loving
Him?
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Narrated Aisha (RA): The Prophet (SAW) used to offer pray-
er at night (for such a long time) that his feet used to crack. 1
said, "O Allah’s Messenger! Why do you do it since Allah
has forgiven you your faults of the past and those to follow?"
He said, "Shouldn’t I love to be a thankful slave (of Allah)?’
When he became old, he prayed while sitting, but if he want-
ed to perform a bowing, he wound get up, recite (some other
verses) and then perform the bowing.( BUKHARI: USC-MSA
web (English) Reference: Volume 6, Book 60, Number 361)
It was the flame of love that illuminated the night
prayers of Holy Prophet (SAW) and the ageing factor didn’t
seem to have any influence on the amount of prayers.
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Narrated Abu Huraira (RA): The Prophet (SAW) said,
"Seven (people) will be shaded by Allah by His Shade on the
Day of Resurrection when there will be no shade except His
Shade. (They will be), a just ruler, a young man who has
been brought up in the worship of Allah, a man who remem-
bers Allah in seclusion and his eyes are then flooded with
tears, a man whose heart is attached to mosques (offers his
compulsory congregational prayers in the mosque), two men
who love each other for Allah's Sake, a man who is called by
a charming lady of noble birth to commit illegal sexual inter-
course with her, and he says, 'l am afraid of Allah,' and
(finally), a man who gives in charity so secretly that his left
hand does not know what his right hand has giv-
en."(BUKHARI: USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Vol-
ume 8, Book 82, Number 798)

This Hadith mentions seven types of people whom
Almighty Allah provides special protection or His Throne's
Shade. In some Ahadith this blessing has also been promised
for some noble actions over and above those which have
been mentioned here. Some "Ulema' including As-Sakhkhawi
and Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar have given a list of seventy such ac-
tions. Imam As-Suyuti said: "The (present) Hadith mentions
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only seven qualities to bring into prominence their im-
portance and also the importance of acting upon them'. In this
hadith one can easily understand how much significance Al-
lah gives to the quality of loving somebody for the sake of
Allah. In this hadith one who spends his youth in worship
despite youth being the period of having maximum distrac-
tion has been equated to the person who apparently does a
simple act of loving someone for Allah's sake.
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Narrated An-Nu'man bin Bashir (RA): Allah’s Apostle
(SAW) said, "You see the believers as regards their being
merciful among themselves and showing love among them-
selves and being kind, resembling one body, so that, if any
part of the body is not well then the whole body shares the
sleeplessness (insomnia) and fever with it." (BUKHARI: USC
-MSA web (English) Reference: Volume 8, Book 73, Number
40)

The bonding element or gluing element which holds
this Ummah together is not the demographic or political pro-
file but the love for Allah. It is this love that the Ummah has
to share amongst themselves than we can hope to achieve the
lofty status which our ancestors had achieved. In a famous
incident of love and mercy amongst themselves is a narration
from Sahih Bukhari in which many suhaba had got injured
and were lying in battle field. A person goes to offer water to
one of the injured that was writhing in pain and in dire need
of water, but when water is brought to him, he points to an-
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other injured person who is in same condition out of his love
for him. When water is taken to him he points out to the third
person who was also in same status but he too behaved in the
similar manner and requested the water to be given to the
first person and when the water is taken to him, he has al-
ready passed away and in similar fashion second and third
person died without taking water. This reflects the love
which suhaba had amongst themselves.
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Narrated Al-Walid bin 'Aizar (RA) : I heard Abi "Amr 'Ash-
Shaibani saying, the owner of this house. (he pointed to
‘Abdullah’s house) said, “I asked the Prophet (SAW) 'Which
deed is loved most by Allah?" He replied, “To offer prayers
at their early (very first) stated times.” Abdullah asked,
"What is the next (in goodness)?" The Prophet (SAW) said,
"To be good and dutiful to one's parents,” Abdullah asked,
"What is the next (in goodness)?" The Prophet (SAW) said,
to participate in Jihad for Allah’s Cause." "Abdullah added,
"The Prophet (SAW) narrated to me these three things, and if
I had asked more, he would have told me more."(BUKHARI:
USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Volume 8, Book 73,
Number 1)
In this the quest for learning the deeds which are
loved by Allah is described as the companions of holy proph-
et (SAW) were extremely desirous to learn the deeds by
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which they could attain the love of Allah.
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Narrated Itban bin Malik (RA): Once Allah’s Apostle (SAW)
came to me in the morning, and a man among us said,
"Where is Malik bin Ad- Dukhshun?" Another man from us
replied, "He is a hypocrite who does not love Allah and His
Apostle (SAW)." The Prophet (SAW) said, "Don't you think
that he says: None has the right to be worshipped but Allah,
only for Allah’s sake?" They replied, "Yes" The Prophet
(SAW)  said, "Nobody will meet Allah with that saying on
the Day of Resurrection, but Allah will save him from the
Fire." (BUKHARI: USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Vol-
ume 9, Book 84, Number 71)

"Allah has made the fire of Hell unlawful" means that
a Muslim will not abide in Hell for ever. The reason is that if
a Muslim has committed some major sin and Allah has not
pardoned it, then he will certainly suffer its punishment in
Hell. He will stay there as long as Allah wishes. However, he
will be later on shifted to Jannah. From this hadith the atti-
tude of suhaba become explicitly clear that they would con-
sider love for Allah as a sign of faith and would regard a per-
son hypocrite if he did not love Allah and His Apostle
(SAW).
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Narrated Abu Huraira (RA): Allah has ninety-nine Names,
i.e., one hundred minus one, and whoever believes in their
meanings and acts accordingly, will enter Paradise; and Al-
lah is witr (one) and loves 'the witr' (i.e., odd numbers).
(BUKHARI: USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Volume 8,
Book 75, Number 419)

One who loves someone, love to talk about him, dis-
cuss him elaborate about his attributes and this is exactly
what Allah wants us to do. He wants us to remember Him
and try to understand Him (his attributes) i.e., attain His
“ma’arifat”. It is humanly impossible to understand His self
or being so one is encouraged to ponder upon His attributes.
But it is His majesty that He did keep a path open for a man
to attain his “ma’arifat” .
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Narrated Abu Huraira (RA): Allah’s Apostle (SAW) said,
"Allah said, “ I will declare war against him who shows hos-
tility to a pious worshipper of mine. And the most beloved
things with which My slave comes nearer to Me, is what 1
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have enjoined upon him,; and My slave keeps on coming clos-
er to Me through performing Nawafil (praying or doing ex-
tra deeds besides what is obligatory) till I love him, so I be-
come his sense of hearing with which he hears, and his sense
of sight with which he sees, and his hand with which he
grips, and his leg with which he walks, and if he asks Me, |
will give him, and if he asks My protection (Refuge), I will
protect him, (i.e. give him My Refuge) and I do not hesitate
to do anything as I hesitate to take the soul of the believer,
for he hates death, and I hate to disappoint
him." (BUKHARI:USC-MSA web (English) Reference: Vol-
ume 8, Book 76, Number 509)

This Hadith tell us the status and distinctive signs of
the favored men of Allah (Auliya Allah) The Noble Qur’an
have defined them as:

"Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allah) and used to
fear Allah much (by abstaining from evil deeds and sins and
by doing righteous deeds)". (10.:63).

According to this definition, every believer who real-
ly loves and fears Allah is favored by Allah. It means that
except for Faith and piety, favored of Allah are neither peo-
ple of the special kind nor have they any special distinctive
signs, as is generally thought by some people. In this respect,
the ignorance of the general public is shocking because they
regard even such persons as favored of Allah who not only
neglect the religious obligations and the practice of the
Prophet (SAW) but also woefully lack cleanliness. Some-
times they call even mad or half-mad persons as favorites of
Allah, whereas a ‘Wali’ in the true sense is one who is metic-
ulous about observing the obligations and is fearful of Allah.

This Hadith brings about the following four points:
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Firstly, the love of those whom Allah loves entails the
love of Allah, and hating them entails the hatred of Allah.

Secondly, when a true Muslim acquires nearness and
love of Allah by means of performing religious obligations,
supererogatory and voluntary prayers, Allah then becomes
his special helper and protects his limbs and organs and does
not let them work for His disobedience. Then he does not use
any part of his body for things which are disliked by Him. It
is wrong to infer from this Hadith, as men of heretical and
polytheistic trend try to do, that Auliya' become the eyes,
ears, hands, feet, etc. of Allah. That is to say that Almighty
Allah descends in them. Thus, on the basis of this contempti-
ble reasoning, they conclude that it makes no difference
whether one begs from Allah or Auliya because the two are
one being. For such people supplicating "O Allah! Help us",
"O Prophet of Allah! Help us" and "O Ali! Help us" etc., are
all right. One who says so has certainly gone astray, rather
commits Shirk (polytheism). May Allah save us from these
sins? According to the Hadith, a true pious man likes and
adopts what is liked by Allah, and avoids all such things
which are not liked by Him.

Thirdly, the performance of the obligatory acts of
worshipping has the first and foremost importance for attain-
ing the pleasure and love of Allah because their fulfillment is
liked the most by Allah and also because they furnish the
foundation, on which the edifice of Islam is built. As we can-
not think of a building without foundation, similarly, we can-
not think of optional worship without fulfilling the basic obli-
gations. The fact is that one who neglects them ceases to be a
Muslim. This is the reason for the severe warnings of Allah
to those who default on this account. Those who neglect op-
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tional prayers have not been given any warning. It is, howev-
er, true that their performance in addition to the obligatory
ones increases luster of obligations. Nawafil (optional acts of
worship) help one to attain the exalted place of being loved
by Allah by virtue of which one is endowed with the special
Help of Allah.

Fourthly, Almighty Allah certainly grants the prayers
of those whom He loves. But acceptance of their prayers,
however, does not mean that their results appear at once.
Sometime the results of these prayers appear after a long
time. The prayer of virtuous persons is certainly granted but
whether it takes a long or short time depends solely on the
Will of Allah.
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Narrated Aisha (RA): The Prophet (SAW) was asked, "What
deeds are loved most by Allah?" He said, "The most regular
constant deeds even though they may be few." He added,
'Don't take upon yourselves, except the deeds which are with-
in your ability." (BUKHARI:USC-MSA web (English) Refer-
ence: Volume 8, Book 76, Number 472)

In this hadith the quest for learning the deeds which
are loved by Allah is described as the companions of holy
prophet (SAW) were extremely desirous to learn the deeds
by which they could attain the love of Allah.
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Abu Huraira (RA) reported: I invited my mother, who was a
polytheist, to Islam. I invited her one day and she said to me
something about Allah’s Messenger (SAW) which I hated. |
came to Allah’s Messenger (SAW) weeping and said:
“Allah’s Messenger (SAW) I invited my mother to Islam but
she did not accept (my invitation). I invited her today but she
said to me something which I did not like. (Kindly) supplicate
Allah that He may set the mother of Abu Huraira right.”
Thereupon Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: “O Allah, set the
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mother of Abu Huraira on the right path.” I came out quite
pleased with the supplication of Allah’s Apostle (SAW) (and
when [ came near the door it was closed from within. My
mother heard the noise of my footsteps and she said, “Abu
Huraira, just wait,” and I heard the noise of falling of water.
She took a bath and put on the shirt and quickly covered her
head with a headdress and opened the door and then said,
“Abu Huraira, I bear witness to the fact that there is no Al-
lah but Allah and Muhammad is His bondsman and His Mes-
senger.” He (Abu Huraira) said, “I went back to Allah’s
Messenger (SAW) and (this time) I was shedding the tears of
joy. I said, “Allah’s Messenger be happy, for Allah has re-
sponded to your supplication and He has set on the right
path the mother of Abu Huraira.” He (the Holy Prophet
(SAW) praised Allah, and extolled Him and uttered good
words. I said, “Allah’s Messenger (SAW) supplicate to Allah
so that He may instill love of mine and that of my mother too
in the believing servants and let our hearts be filled with
their love.” whereupon Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said, “ O
Allah, let there be love of these servants of yours, (i. e. Abu
Huraira and his mother) in the hearts of the believing serv-
ants and let their hearts be filled with the love of the believ-
ing servants.” Abu Huraira said that this prayer was so well
granted by Allah that no believer was ever born who heard of
me and who saw me but did not love me. (MUSLIM: Book:
31 Hadith 6082)
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Anas bin Malik (RA) reported that a person came to Allah’s
Messenger (SAW) and said to Allah’s Messenger (SAW),
“When would be the Last Hour?” Thereupon he (the Holy
Prophet (SAW) said, “What preparation have you made for
the Last Hour?” He said, “The love of Allah and of His Mes-
senger (is my only preparation).” Thereupon he (the Holy
Prophet (SAW) said, “You would be along with one whom
you love.” Anas said that nothing pleased us more after ac-
cepting Islam than the words of Allah’s Apostle (SAW) that
one would be along with one whom you love. And Anas said.
“I love Allah and His Messenger and Abu Bakr and Umar,
and I hope that I would be along with them although I have
not acted like them.”(MUSLIM: Book 32: Hadith 6380)

This is great news for those people who cannot per-
form supererogatory prayers to a great extent but are having
great love of Allah and of His Messenger (SAW) and this
quality of theirs will make them to attain the lofty status of
having closeness to Allah and His Messenger (SAW). What
more can a person desire in his next life than this Closeness?
A person who has travelled to a far off place always feels the
absence of his nears and dears and once he reaches the home
back he rejoices the companionship and closeness of his
loved ones. This pleasure of closeness cannot be explained
by words as it is an abstract feeling and needs to be experi-
enced to believe it. A baby has tranquility while in the lap of
his mother and he will never leave the lap voluntarily. As
soon as he is taken away from his mother he cries as he feels
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absence of the closeness of his most beloved being. This may
be the reason that so many saints have been reported lying on
the prayer mats for hours altogether supplicating Allah, and
there is not a single feature of fatigue in them.
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Abu Hurairah (RA)  reported Messenger of Allah (SAW)
saying, "By Him in Whose Hand my soul is! You will not en-
ter Jannah until you believe, and you shall not believe until
you love one another. May I inform you of something, if you
do, you love each other? (by saying As-salamu ‘alaikum to
one another)". (Muslim)

In this Hadith, Islam has been regarded as the medi-
um of mutual love. This is the reason Muslims have been en-
joined to greet each other regardless of acquaintance. It does
not, however, mean that a Muslim will be a true believer or
entitled to Jannah, by mere greeting. What it really means is
that his Faith will become meaningful only when it is sup-
ported by actions. Greeting is an Islamic custom and a practi-
cal form and demonstration of it. The combination of Faith
and its practice will take a Muslim to Jannah.
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Abu Hurairah (RA) reported: The Prophet (SAW) said, "A
man set out to visit a brother (in Faith) in another town and
Allah sent an angel on his way. When the man met the angel,
the latter asked him, "Where do you intend to go?" He said,
"[ intend to visit my brother in this town." The angel said,
"Have you done any favor to him?'" He said, "No, I have no
desire except to visit him because I love him for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious." Thereupon the angel said,
"I am a messenger to you from Allah (to inform you) that Al-
lah loves you as you love him (for His sake)"(Muslim)

This Hadith points out the great merit of visiting
Muslims for Allah's sake and the bond of brotherhood in Is-
lam is much stronger than the bonds of blood relationship
and worldly interests and, therefore, comes before them in
preference. Besides it also reflects that whoever loves some-
one for Allah's sake, Allah will love him in a manner that
suits His Majesty. This virtue of love amongst Ummah is
gradually decreasing and this is one of the primary causes of
animosity and quarrels and even wars which are being waged
in so many parts of the Muslim world today.
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Salman Farsi (RA) reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) say-
ing: Verily, there are one hundred (parts of) mercy for Allah,
and it is one part of this mercy by virtue of which there is mu-
tual love between the people and ninety-nine reserved for the
Day of Resurrection (MUSLIM: Book 37: Hadith 6632)

We learn from this Hadith that kind and compassion-
ate treatment is liked by Allah and is in fact His Blessing and
Benevolence. This is the reason He has given a part of it to
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His creatures, and a person who is so hard-hearted, that he is
not even aware of it has a defect which is extremely displeas-
ing to Allah. Moreover, it is a sign that such a person is de-
prived of Divine blessing and mercy and on the Day of Res-
urrection, Almighty Allah will bestow upon the believers all
of His mercies. This news has great hopes and joy for His
slaves.

. P B A e sn ,;{1:7/ 2 Trz £ o5 27
B i Fosis gz g 2 8 W B g laglrdei &

z
- z z

G5 U pslge o i e dl oo dledl bod el ol o3z A
SiFispfeasaiia, LB oW bgdicdwelas

o O s QB S5 E sy e aul o sl Jsds B
Suhail bin Abi Salih (RA) reported: We were in Arafat that
there happened to pass Umar b. Abd al-'Aziz and he was the
Amir of Hajj. People stood up in order to catch a glimpse of
him. I said to my father: “Father, I think that Allah loves
Umar b. Abd al- 'Aziz.” He said: “How is it?” [said, “Itis
because of the love in people's heart for him.” Thereupon he
said, “By One Who created your father, I heard Abu Huraira
narrating from Allah’s Messenger (SAW). a hadith like one
transmitted on the authority of Suhail.” (MUSLIM: Book 32:
Hadith 6375)

Allah has created a divine arrangement of inculcating
love in hearts of people for those who love Allah and this is
seen by us as well as we see people flocking around saints
and other pious people and trying their best to please them
and follow their guidance in achieving salvation.
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Narrated Usamah bin Zaid (RA): The Messenger of Allah
(SAW) went out to visit Abdullah bin Ubayy during his illness
of which he died. When he entered upon him, he realized
death on him. He said: I used to forbid you from the love of
Jews. He (Abdullah) said: Assad bin Zurarah hated them. So
what (the benefited)? When he died, his son came and said:
Prophet (SAW) of Allah, Abdullah bin Ubayy has died, give
me your shirt, so that I shroud him in it. The Messenger of
Allah (SAW) took off his shirt and gave it to him. (Abu
Dawood: Book 20: Number 3088)

Just as love for the sake of Allah is a great quality
similarly disliking the enemies of Allah is also equally great
virtue. In addition to this in this hadith the magnanimity of
Messenger of Allah (SAW) becomes evident as he offered
his shirt for the person who had spent his whole life in caus-
ing damage to the mission of Islam while disguising himself
as Muslim but in reality was a hypocrite “munafiq”.The issue
of disliking for the sake of Allah may sound misfit here but
on contemplating it will be clear that it is not so. A friend s
friend is a friend and friend’ s foe is a foe. Anybody who is
always striving to cause harm to the believers of Allah have
to be disliked to vindicate love of Allah.
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Narrated Samurah ibn Jundub (RA): The Prophet (SAW)
commanded us to respond to the salutation of the imam. And

to love each other, and to salute each other. (Abu Dawood.:
Book 3, Number 996)

‘:[.s.e[:" db,(&\)w\)o‘,al«; ]&c‘uﬁ]d,«w)u‘d&ub

530 B 733 R0 Y Sl sl JUE 28 dlalis é&,vé\ﬁm;

4
5 -

Muadh bin Jabal (RA) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) caught his hand and said, “By Allah, I love you,
Muadh. I give some instruction to you. Never leave to recite
this supplication after every (prescribed) prayer: "O Allah,
help me in remembering you, in giving you thanks, and wor-
shipping you well.”” (Abu Dawood: Book 8, Number 1517)
We learn from this Hadith that it is commendable to
inform those whom one loves for Allah's sake, of this love.
This helps in spreading love from one person to another as it
is human nature that one starts loving a person about whom
he comes to know that he is reciprocating his feeling. It is
like a lamp lighting another lamp which in turn does the
same and this can help in removing the darkness around us.
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Narrated Thawban (RA): The Prophet (SAW) said, “The peo-
ple will soon summon one another to attack you as people
when eating invite others to share their dish. Someone asked:
Will that be because of our small numbers at that time? He
replied: No, you will be numerous at that time.: but you will
be scum and rubbish like that carried down by a torrent, and
Allah will take fear of you from the breasts of your enemy
and last enervation into your hearts. Someone asked: What is
wahn (enervation). Messenger of Allah (SAW). He replied,
“Love of the world and dislike of death.” (Abu Dawood:
Book 38, Number 4284)

Love of the world has been described as a disliked
feature of a believer. The scholars have emphasized that the
love which is disliked here is the one which interferes with
the ones following of the shariah. Great men never abhorred
death and in fact liked it as they were convinced that it will
form the gateway for their meeting with their beloved Allah
whom they had tried to please whole of their life. In all
spheres of their routine life, whether busy in occupational
work, in household work or else, they were always remem-
bering their beloved Lord and in this remembrance they de-
rived far more pleasure than we can ever imagine . Now the
point is to be understood that once a person derives so much
pleasure in remembrance of his beloved who he has not seen,
what will be his state on seeing Him. And this ‘seeing’ is
possible only after death so the lovers of Allah always love
death as they feel it as an invitation from beloved.
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The Prophet (SAW) said, "One of Prophet (SAW) Dawud’s
supplications was: O Allah! I ask you for Your Love, the love
of those who love you and deeds which will cause me to at-
tain Your Love. OAllah! Make Your Love dearer to me than
myself, my family and the cold water)." (Tirmizi)
We come across a beautiful example of asking Allah.
When the prophets despite their lofty status pray for some
virtue, we must strive more efficiently to ask Allah to pro-
vide a portion of love, what He gave to His chosen people.

Jir :d@,m,@&uldﬁuldw)w :JB e awl 92, 3lae e

"elogil s el oghady s o 2l sgd (Ve Goslatdl (s 5ol

Mu adh bin Jabal (RA) reported: Messenger of Allah (SAW)
said, "Allah, the Exalted, has said: "For those who love one
another for the sake of My Glory, there will be seats of light
(on the Day of Resurrection), and they will be envied by the
Prophets and martyrs".

This Hadith tells us that Allah will grant an exalted
position to such people who love one another for His sake.
"They will be envied by the Prophets and martyrs" does not
mean that they will be granted a place higher than even the
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Prophets because the highest position will be granted to the
Prophets, as these are the best of Allah's creation. These
words simply draw our attention to the superiority and the
exalted position those who love one another for Allah's sake
will have on the Day of Resurrection (Tirmizi)

M,@;ul&a@b&)db :JB e anl (98, Jiie o2 anl U
A:“»Lofﬁ GLMD db " qd}ﬁ.? 15l B dL’éﬁc“L‘a:ﬁ éLul,mld,w)L
Gt ot OLE el 2l ol Blag jaall el o e " s ol 43

"5l dl Judl

Abdullah bin Mughaffal (RA) reported: A man came to the
Messenger of Allah (SAW) and said, "O Messenger of Allah!
By Allah, I love you." He (SAW) said, "Think about what you
are saying." The man repeated thrice, "l swear by Allah that
I love you." He (Prophet (SAW) said, "If you love me, you
should be ready for acute poverty; because poverty comes to
those who love me, faster than a flood flowing towards its
destination.

We learn one important thin from this hadith i.e., if
we love someone for the sake of Allah, we must tell him and
this 1s virtue.
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Sahl bin Sa'd As-Sa’idi (RA) reported: A man came to the
Prophet (SAW) and said, "O Messenger of Allah, guide me
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to such an action which, if I do Allah will love me and the
people will also love me." He (said, "Have no desire for this
world, Allah will love you; and have no desire for what peo-
ple possess, and the people will love you."( Ibn Maja)

"Zuhd" (asceticism) does not mean renunciation of
the world and obligations of life. What it really means is that
one should be contented with what he possess and rid himself
of greed. Islam neither permits renunciation of the world nor
does it condemn genuine struggle to acquire wealth and rich-
es. Therefore, involvement in worldly affairs and struggle for
lawful means of livelihood are not against Zuhd. A person
who is contented with the lawful means of income is a distin-
guished person as all his activities are exalted to the level of
worship. Similarly, unconcern with the wealth and riches of
others and ignoring them is a part of Zuhd and contentment.
One additional advantage of it is that such a person wins the
love and respect of the people because he, who begs people,
rather than Allah, has to suffer disgrace and is disliked by the
people.
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Why should we love Allah?

Once we contemplate we realize what are the forces
which drive a person to love someone the fact becomes clear
that the qualities are beauty, benevolence, perfection. Let us
evaluate each of them one by one vis-a-vis Allah .All the
things which we see around and they please any of our senses
are interpreted as beautiful by us. We see green meadows,
springs, lakes and the like of it; they are interpreted by our
eyes as beautiful. On listening to melodious voice ears inter-
pret it as beautiful, on smelling fragrance of rose we call it
beautiful and so on so forth.

The well-established worldly fact is that a crafts man
is known by the product he has created. On seeing the beauty
around us an instantaneous flash should come to our mind
about the beauty of the creator of these beautiful things.

On seeing a magnificent building we praise the archi-
tect, on seeing well cooked food the cook is praised, a well
stitched cloth earns a lot of praises to tailor, a well versed
student reflects the brilliance of the teacher. On seeing the
efficiency of computers we start praising founders of Mi-
crosoft and apple and write volumes on their perfection. Un-
fortunately we never concentrated on the complex and bal-
anced working of our own bodies, the way we see, hear, feel,
talk etc. is so complicated and yet so perfect. The way our
cells are organized and each subcomponent of the cell is do-
ing its job as ordered by the creator is marvelous and no
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computer can match the precision of these functions which
are going on in us even as we are reading this test. From our-
selves now if we move to our surroundings, all the flora and
fauna is depicting the perfection of its creator, every leaf is
singing the praises of its creator, every steam and river
guides us to ponder on the perfection of water cycle on earth
and the force behind it. Our earth and is unique position in
solar system reflect the perfection of the creator how mil-
lions of galaxies and celestial bodies are existing in perfect
balance without interfering in each other are such a glorious
reflection of perfection of the master that only a person with
very low IQ only can refute,. Possibly this is the reason that
holy Quran so often encourages us to ponder over these
things
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“Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, standing, sitting,
and lying down on their sides, and contemplate the (wonders
of) creation in the heavens and the earth, (With the thought):
"Our Lord! not for naught Hast Thou created (all) this! Glo-
ry to Thee! Give us salvation from the penalty of the
fire. (Aal-i-Imraan, 3:191)

The secret key to decipher the ultimate reality is by
contemplating on some of these things. The same phenome-
non can be seen when Prophet Ibrahim (AS) looked at the
celestial bodies in the night and thought about them being
divine and in morning when they disappeared he found the
reality that they are not worthy of being Allah, in daytime
sun gave the same illusion and this too disappeared in the
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night so the reality stated getting evident.

When the night covered him over, He saw a star: He said:
"This is my Lord." But when it set, He said: "l love not those
that set." (Al-An'aam, 6:76)

In nutshell everything around us right from the elec-
trons in particles to huge celestial bodies are silent evidence
to the perfection of their creator. This exemplary level of per-
fection forces a person to accept the supremacy of his creator
and generates a feeling of love for the one who did all this.
We all have experienced that we love a person who helps us
at the time of need, a person who has taken care of us when
we were sick, a person from whom we borrowed money is
always loved, one who saves us at time of calamity cannot be
ignored so how ungrateful is human being that he does not
love the master of all benevolence. He created us out of noth-
ing, from food ingredients which our parents consumed lead
to manufacturing of the basic build blocks of us i.e., sperm
and ova. How he nurtured us? fed us in the womb our moth-
ers, inculcated the bond of affection for us in the hearts of
people who nurtured us and then managed everything till
now. We still fail to accept the benevolence of our Lord and
it is a glaring example of our insincerity and thanklessness.

So for all practical purposes the three factors which
inculcate the feeling of love namely, beauty, perfection and
benevolence are found to the highest possible grade in our
creator, the Allah, so why are we not in love with him? Even
if we love Him, the love is weak, flimsy and vanished on be-
ing subjected to scrutiny. When we fail to comply with the
wishes of beloved we have failed to maintain the tradition of
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love is an accepted fact. When we fail to follow the path es-
tablished by Allah for us i.e., we vindicate the fact that we
don’t love Him as we should.

Does Allah love us?

Verily Allah loves us and it is evident from the endless boun-
ties we receive from Him. This is mentioned in Holy Quran
“and He gave you whatever you asked for. And if you count
the bounties of Allah, you cannot count them all. Surely, man
is very unjust, very ungrateful. [2:34]

And if you count the bounties of Allah, you cannot
count them all) that is, even if all human beings combined
together were to count them, they would still remain un-
countable. A human being is, as is, a little world, per se. In
his or her eyes, nose, ears, hands, feet and in every joint, ra-
ther in every muscle and vein, hidden there are endless bless-
ings through which this wonderful walking plant pulsating
with hundreds of very delicate micro-machines keeps busy
doing all sorts of things. Then, we have the mind-boggling
range of Divine creations, up, on and down our earth, in seas
and mountains which, despite the revealing research done in
modern times and despite the devotion of thousands of ex-
perts who have spent their lives trying to determine such life
forms, still remain undocumented or unidentified. Then, there
is our own concept of Divine blessings whereby we tend to
take things which are generally considered as blessings in a
positive and perceptible way. In fact, blessings are not re-
stricted by such a definition. If we remain safe from diseases,
hardships, pain, loss and sorrows, that is a standing blessing
in its own right. A person may suffer from so many diseases
or discomforts of body and soul in this life and he or she

71.



Love of Allah

could hardly be expected to keep a count of all that. From
this we can guess that it is just impossible for anyone to
count out the full array of the blessings, bounties and favors
of Allah. Justice demanded that, in return for these countless
blessings, equally countless acts of obedience to Allah and
equally countless demonstrations of gratitude to Him should
have been made mandatory. But, Allah in His infinite grace,
showed leniency towards intrinsic human weakness. The op-
tion granted was: When man looks at reality and confesses
that fulfilling the demands of the obligatory gratitude is not
within his control, then, this very confession has been de-
clared to be sufficient as the alternate of the ideal fulfillment
of the obligation of gratitude.

At the end of the verse 34, it was said: (Surely, man
is very unjust, very ungrateful). It means that he should face
hardship with patience, keep his words and feelings free from
any complaint thinking that the fate he faces has come from a
wise Master and that too, this is being done for his good in
order to cleanse him before going to hereafter so let human
being be thankful for it from his heart both verbally and
practically - as is the dictate of justice.

But, common human habit works differently from this
norm. A little discomfort or pain would make them lose pa-
tience and go about broadcasting their problem. And if they
find some blessing or a little wealth, they would get intoxi-
cated with it and forget all about Allah, their Benefactor.
Therefore, in a verse appearing earlier (51), the attribute of
sincere believers has been identified as Sabr (very patient)
and Shukr (very grateful).

Why will Allah punish humans if he loves us?
In this we have to understand that there a three groups
72.
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of humans before Allah,

Group [: believers who follow His path as desired by
Him with full piety.

Group II: is of the believers who do not follow His
path in letter and spirit and often commit sins

Group III: is of those people who do not believe in
Him at all so question of following His divine path doesn’t
arise.

The group one will go to paradise without any pun-
ishment as they followed His rules while living in this world.
Regarding group second, Allah may forgive them if He wish-
es and if he decides to punish them, they will be sent to hell
for some time, depending on the magnitude of their bad
deeds. This will be to purify them of the impurities they have
collected in their souls and this will make them fit to dwell in
heaven for infinite period. So this punishment is a blessing in
disguise just as a person with a disease goes to surgeon for
operation despite getting pain in the surgery.

Now remains third group (non-believers) who will be
sent to dwell in hell for eternity and this group may question
the love of Allah for them. But if we introspect with unbiased
mind and see the examples in our day to day practice things
will become clear. The government rewards many citizens
for their exemplary work; people are awarded Nobel Prize
etc. for their great works. Everybody has seen this happening
and this is something like group one of ours.

In many situations hard core criminals are granted
amnesty by government if they shun path of violence and
surrender. In recent past we have read about a famous female
dacoit (Phoolan Devi) who signed the amnesty accord with
the government and later on contested the elections and be-
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came Member of Parliament. In many instances criminals are
given soft punishments and then allowed to lead a respecta-
ble life in the society depending on their will to return to nor-
mal life. This is analogous to our second group.

We have seen people being awarded death sentence
and shoot at sight orders being issued in their cases as they
are outlawed or are a serious threat to humanity. These peo-
ple have no remorse for their actions and despite repeated
offers by the society they do not join the main stream. We
have seen them being killed and nobody in our society calls it
injustice. Similarly Allah gives us so many opportunities to
come to Him but many people fail to avail the opportunity.
He gave us the brain to ponder upon ourselves and whatever
surrounds us so that we can just exclaim that everything
around us cannot come into existence without a creator who
has necessarily to be one to avoid confusion in the smooth
running of complex and enormous universe. Not only this,
our beloved Allah kept on sending prophets at serial intervals
to guide mankind to eternal salvation. Now is it not injustice
on part of mankind that despite all this if someone does not
believe in Allah or His messengers? It is Allah who continues
to support and nourish a human being right from his origin
from combination of sperm and ova to a beautiful talented
young man despite the ingratitude of human being in refusing
to accept Him as Lord. Allah gives man so many years to re-
form himself, to turn to Allah and repeatedly address the hu-
manity as to what prevents them from turning to their be-
loved lord. The verse states:
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O man! What has deceived you about your Gracious Lord?
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(82:6)

Allah has endowed man with such natural faculties
and abilities that every limb and every joint of his body was
enough to remind him of His Creator, and to make him obe-
dient. But he is lured away from his gracious Lord, has for-
gotten Him and disobeyed Him. The question is: How did he
forget his Lord, how did he become heedless of Him, and
how is he lured away from his Lord? On this occasion, the
adjective Karim (Gracious) used for the 'Lord' points to the
answer. The reason for such an ungrateful attitude is that Al-
lah is Gracious and does not punish man immediately after
his committing a sin. Rather, his sustenance, welfare and well
-being, and worldly comforts [and pleasures] are not cur-
tailed. He misinterprets Allah's magnanimity, and thus falls
into deception. If man were to think rationally, he would
adopt a grateful attitude and obedient behavior, rather than
adopting an ungrateful attitude and impudent behavior. Say-
idina Hasan Al-Basri says:

“How many humans are there whose faults are put [by Al-
lah] under cover, (i.e. He did not disgrace them), yet they do
not appreciate (and are deluded by His grace.)”

If now Allah punishes this man how it is against his
loving attribute to mankind.
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Why we don’t love Allah?

This is a baffling question and the reasons which come to my
mind are.
o Wedon't believe that He exists

The question of the very existence to creator of uni-
verse has been raised in times in memorial and a huge num-
ber of humans plunged in the darkness of this concept of uni-
verse being driven by some physical laws without any con-
troller. So the result was evident when we don’t believe the
existence of someone, how we can love him.
o Wedon’t know Him

Had we known him there was no reason as to why we
would not love him, we love a weeping child who we know
is ours and at the same time get annoyed by the presence of a
same child who we know is not ours and try our best to get
away from the noise of this child. Similar analogy can be ap-
plied in our failure to love to Allah. In this group are most of
the believers who are blessed that they have accepted His ex-
istence and consider him heir lord but due to multiple factors
have not been able to get emancipated to know Him. This
failure is a source of greatest loss to mankind that they failed
to develop rapport with the being that they needed the most.
We are overwhelmed when we develop some acquaintance
with some officer or a minister who may or may not be of
some minor help but the being whom is the cherisher of eve-
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rything is being ignored by us what greater calamity can
strike us than this! We are ignorant and lost in the pursuit of
mundane blessings that we fail to contemplate on this sensi-
tive matter.
o We know him but to a little extent

In this grade are still a blessed lot who are striving
to know him more and more and in this process get more and
more in love with him, this is an endless ocean in which we
have to strive to achieve our salvation. Even the person who
had this knowledge to the maximum extent which anybody
can achieve, holy Prophet (SAW), and he too supplicated
before Allah that he could not praise Him as he should. May
Allah give us a good amount of this knowledge (maarifat)
Aameen.
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What are the Signs of love for Allah?

On reading above it is possible for someone to have
an illusion that he loves Allah when he does not have this
quality. Imam Gazali (RA) in his famous book “Alchemy of
happiness” has mentioned some of the signs which if present
in a person indicate his status of being true lover of Allah
He should not dislike the thought of death,
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The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said that Allah, the Most
High, said, “If My slave loves to meet Me, I love to meet him,
and if he hates to meet Me, I hate to meet him.""

The reason being no friend dislikes from going to see
a friend. However it is true a sincere lover of Allah may
shrink from the thought of death coming before he has fin-
ished his preparation for the next world but if he is sincere,
he will be diligent in making such preparation.

The second test of sincerity is that a man should be
willing to sacrifice his will to Allah's, should cling to what
brings him nearer to Allah, and should shun what places him
at a distance from Allah. The fact of a man's sinning is no
proof that he does not love Allah at all, but it proves that he
does not love Him with his whole heart.

The third test is that the remembrance of Allah should
always remain fresh in a man's heart without effort, for what
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a man loves he constantly remembers, and if his love is per-
fect he never forgets it.

The fourth test is that he will love the things which
are related to Allah like the Quran, which is the Word of Al-
lah, and Muhammad (SAW) who is the Prophet of Allah; if
his love is really strong, he will love all men, for all are Al-
lah’s servants, nay, his love will embrace the whole creation,
for he who loves anyone loves everything related to him.

The fifth test is that he will be covetous of retirement
and privacy for purposes of devotion; he will long for the ap-
proach of night, so that he may hold intercourse with his
Friend without let or hindrance. If he prefers conversation by
day and sleep at night to such retirement, then his love is im-
perfect. Allah said to David, "Be not too intimate with men;
for two kinds of persons are excluded from my presence:
those who are earnest in seeking reward and slack when they
obtain it, and those who prefer their own thoughts to the re-
membrance of me. The sign of my displeasure is that I leave
such to themselves."

In truth, if the love of Allah really takes possession of
the heart all other love is excluded. One of the Children of
Israel was in the habit of praying at night, but, observing that
a bird sang in a certain tree very sweetly, he began to pray
under that tree, in order to have the pleasure of listening to
the bird. Allah told David to go and say to him, "Thou hast
mingled the love of a melodious bird with the love of me; thy
rank among the saints is lowered."

A sixth test is that worship becomes easy. A certain
saint said, "During one space of thirty years I performed my
night-devotions with great difficulty, but during a second
space of thirty years they became a delight." When love to
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Allah is complete no joy is equal to the joy of worship.
The seventh test is that lovers of Allah will love those
who obey Him .
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How to achieve love for Allah?

Up to now we understood the importance of the sub-
ject and have realized our gross insufficiency in this quality,
we must explore the ways and means to achieve it.

Imam ibn Al-Qayim (RA) in his great book, Madarij
As-Salikin mentioned ten ways to obtain love of Allah
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Reciting the Holy Quran with deep contemplation in
its meanings and its purposes; this is like thinking deeply in
the book that the servant memorizes and expounds on it to
understand the purpose of its author. Allah Almighty says:
{Do they not then think deeply in the Qur’an, or are their

hearts locked up (from understanding it)?} [Muhammad
47:24]
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Seeking nearness with Allah by the supererogatory

deeds after the obligatory deeds, because they take the person
to the rank of the beloved after the rank of love. Allah the
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Exalted and Glorious says in the Qudsi Hadith, “And the
most beloved things with which My slave comes seeks near-
ness (through) to Me, is what I have enjoined upon him; and
My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing
Nawalfil (supererogatory acts) till I love him, and if I love
him, I become his sense of hearing with which he hears with,
and his sense of sight with which he sees with, and his hand
with which he grips, and his leg with which he walks; and if
he asks Me, I will give him, and if he asks My protection
(Refuge), 1 will protect him; (i.e. give him My Refuge)”.
[Bukhari]

This Hadith means that he does not say or hear except
what is good and does not see except what is permitted by
Allah and does not deal with a prohibited thing or walks to
what is prohibited; this is because of the success that Allah
bestows upon the servant. And this is the meaning of His say-
ing ‘so I become his sense of hearing with which he hears,
and his sense of sight with which he sees ... etc.’
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Remembering Him all the time by tongue, heart,
deeds and status; person’s share of love depends on his share
of this remembrance. Allah the Exalted and Glorious says in
the Qudsi Hadith: “I am with my servant as long as he men-
tions me and his lips moves with mentioning me.”

And Allah almighty says: &3&3 155834 {Therefore
remember Me (by praying, glorifying), I will remember you}
[Al-Baqgarah 2:152]
and the Prophet (SAW) said, “There is no people get up from
a gathering in which they do not remember Allah but they get
up like people who got up after eating a donkey’s corpse and
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it would be grief to them.” [Abu Dawd]
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Giving preference to what He likes over what you like, at the
times in which the whims overcome you, and seeking what
He likes even if it is difficult. Ibn Al-Qayim (RA) said,
“Giving preference to the satisfaction of Allah, the Exalted
and Glorious, over the satisfaction of anyone else means to
want and to do whatever brings His satisfaction even if it dis-
satisfied the creatures. This is the rank of Ithar, and its supe-
rior status is for the messengers of Allah (prayers and peace
of Allah be upon them), and the superior of this status is for
the Messengers of strong will, and the superior among those
is our Prophet, Muhammad (SAW). All of that could not be
attained without three things:

1- Defeating the whims of the self.
2- Doing the contrary to the whims of the self.
3- Fighting Satan and his supporters.
Making the heart aware of His names and attributes,

giving it the opportunity of walking in the orchards of this
knowledge, because whoever knows Allah with His names,
attributes and acts will certainly love Him.

The knowing person is the one, who knows Allah
with His names, attributes and acts, and then become sincere
in his dealings with Allah, and then sincerely dedicates his
intentions and purposes to Allah. On the other hand, whoever
denies Allah’s attributes had demolished the basis of Islam
and belief, and whoever interprets the attributes of Allah
seems as if he accuses the prophetic explanation for the mes-
sage with deficiency.
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Seeing His kind, beneficence and inward and outward
blessings and graces, because they are reasons for His love;
the man loves, by his nature, whoever makes favor to him,
treats him kindly, consoles him, grants him victory, defeats
his enemies and helps him in all his affairs. Allah Almighty
says:

And if you count the Blessings of Allah, never will
you be able to count them. Verily, man is indeed an extreme
wrong-doer, a disbeliever [(an extreme ingrate who denies
Allah’s Blessings by disbelief, and by worshipping others
besides Allah, and by disobeying Allah and His Prophet
(SAW) ] [Ibrahim 14:34]
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Having the heart totally broken between the hands of
Allah Almighty; this cannot be explained only by the words.
To be broken means to be humble; Allah Almighty says:
{and all voices will be humbled for the Most Gracious
(Allah), and nothing shall you hear but the low voice of their
footsteps.} [Ta-Ha 20:108]

The word ‘humbleness’ is usually used with the
limbs, whereas ‘submission’ is usually used with the heart;
therefore, it is said, “if the heart submitted, its limbs would
be humble.”
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Having loneliness with Him at the time of His de-

scent, to talk to Him, recite His words, stand with your heart
and behave between His hands in way shows slavery to Him

and end this with repentance. Allah Almighty says: {Their
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sides forsake their beds, to invoke their Lord in fear and
hope, and they spend (in charity in Allah’s Cause) out of
what We have bestowed on them} [As-Sajdah 32:16]
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Sitting with the true lovers of Allah and picking the
best of their sayings like picking the best of fruits, and do not
talk except if talking is better and leads to enhancing your
status and benefiting the others. Allah Almighty says in the
Qudsi Hadeeth: “My love is due to those who love each other
for My sake, My love is due to those who sit with each other
for My sake and My love is due to those who visit each other
for My sake.”
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And it is narrated that the Prophet (SAW) said: “The
strongest tie of faith is to love for the sake of Allah and to
hate for the sake of Allah.”

Neglecting anything makes a curtain between the
heart and Allah -the Exalted and Glorious. If the heart is
corrupted, the person would not find benefit from what he
fixes in his worldly life and he would not find benefit or gain
in the Hereafter. Allah Almighty says: {The Day whereon
neither wealth nor sons will avail, except him who brings to
Allah a clean heart [clean from Shirk (polytheism) and Nifaq
(hypocrisy)].} [Ash-Shu’ara’26:88-89]
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Imam Gazalli says:

Love is the seed of happiness, and love to God is fos-

tered and developed by worship. Such worship and constant

remembrance of God implies a certain degree of austerity
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and curbing of bodily appetites. Not that a man is intended
altogether to abolish these, for then the human race would
perish. But strict limits must be set to their indulgence, and as
a man is not the best judge in his own case as to what these
limits should be, he had better consult some spiritual guide
on the subject. Such spiritual guides are the prophets, and the
laws which they have laid down under divine inspiration pre-
scribe the limits which must be observed in these matters.
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Conclusion
Let us conclude by a famous hadith and dua of Holy
Prophet (SAW).
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Abu Darda reported: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said,
“David would supplicate, saying: O Allah, I ask you for your
love and the love of those who love you and the deeds that
will bring me your love. O Allah, make your love more be-

loved to me than myself and my family and even cold water.”
(Tirmidhi : 3490)
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