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EDITORIAL

All thanks for Almighty, the most Merciful and Exalted

The Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) and Us

Do you associate yourselves with theguest room. There was no dining room, of-
Ummah of Ahmad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasafice, bedroom, kitchen or bathroom and not
lam)? if yes, then why do you avoid to remaireven a lawn; why then do you aspire for high
0dzae gAUK (KS WI I YRQrise palkdese THe belog2ed of ANAIS (Sdldlddik 5 2
you recite the Kalimah of MuhammadAlaihi Wasallam) would take only coarse and
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam)? Your praisesmple food and that too not to the full, why
should have then engulfed the heavens andoes your taste and stomach yearn for differ-
the earth, but, why is it that, instead, short-ent kinds of delicacies? The normal dress of
comings are recounted everywhere?Are yowur Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) used
F2t{t26SNR 2F (GKS -atd heiaSebshéeNNA lodylshirt &hdRa blakket
' YAYQ 00NHza G ¢ 2 NI K& 0 Ktheh KvByyis Vsl BodyA sb rektléss and Ipas> 6 A G K
regard to trustworthiness, you are so muchsionate for variety of soft and attractive
deprived? Are you those who lay their liveslothes? The true Messenger (Sallallahu
F2NJ (GKS YIYS AiF  AlaliWwMasi&llsi) dulg invariably, whatever
LFEFYAYQ 6aSNDe 27 (pdsSibleg ledhioR giving andyKtS gthers &ndl A &
it that there exists no love or soft corner inRA Ry Qi f SI @S o0SKAYR Fye@dKA
your hearts for your own brethren, leaveand children. Why is it that you are en-
aside the strangers?Are you those who argrossed, night and day, in dealing with your
ready to sacrifice their lives for the Prophetbank accounts, passbooks, cheques, usury,
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) whose appellanterest based trade, insurance etc? There
GA2y Aa WYwl Q2dzF | YR wash&&&Epmerk, wartliziientionih& yhdide K 2 &
can it happen that instead of kindness andhe house of the Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi
mercy, hardness and selfishness have coiWasallam), why then do different types of
gealed into your hearts? Have you taken oatlsofas and chairs, couches and beds, lights and
2y GKS yIYS 27F (KAa mitors, tafpatDandrigs, fett. ' kéep yoK db- ! f | A KA
Wasallam) who arrived for the reformationsessed?
and guidance of the whole world? , why then A number of unfortunate persons
is there such an indifference towards self refresorted to insolence towards the Prophet
ormation, leave aside reforming others? ArgSallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) but he responded
you the disciples of the Prophet (Sallallahwnly with tolerance. Some even inflicted
Alaihi Wasallam) who is acknowledged evephysical injuries but invocations were made
by his foes for his exalted standard of charader their guidance. His food was poisoned but
ter (Khulugin Azeem)? Thenwhy isitthatyok S RARYy Qd (Gdz2Ny G2 NBGSy3aSo
are not good at morals even with your closeK | § OKSR (G2 StAYAYlFGS KAY 01
friends? let himself to curse them. He was expelled
The Prophet (Sallallahu Alaini Wasa®F N2 Y KA ad K2YSflFyR S@Sy GKS
lam) spent his whole life in a thatched andspond with anything furious. After he left the
raw house without any drawing room or /2y iQR 2y LI 3AS H
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Question Answer

Question. a client where alcohol is served; the permissi-
Many brothers ask by email aboutbility of holding private meetings with

the issue of shaking hands with women irwomen behind closed doors without any
professional settings where, they say, nothird person in the room, performing Zuhr
doing so would harm or impede their abilityinstead of Jumu'ah if one is occupied in a
to function. They may not get hired, pro-meeting at the time of the Khutbah; shedding
moted, or accepted in professional areashe hijab to seek employment; shaving the
(such as law) where Muslim presence is edeard for such purposes and so on; not to
sential. | checked what some major contemimention usury and interest bearing loans.
porary traditional fugaha, such as ShaykfThe list is endless. So, how does a person
Tagi Usmani and some of my teachers in Davant to assimilate, and sell his hereafter for
mascus, had to say, and they are very firm othis transient world.

this point. But the brothers who asked are Yes, certain "fatwas" are to be found
saying that such answers belie a lack of uren these issues from so called scholars. Much
derstanding of "Western realities." They areof the religion has already been compromised
saying that it is not possible to function inin a such a way. We are aware of a Masjid in
professional Western work environmentsa city in California where "Islamic Dating" is
without shaking hands with women. Whatpromoted. Their practice is backed by seem-
would you answer and advise about this isingly convincing logical arguments which

sue, Sayyidi? sounds very attractive, but how far can the

matter be taken, and how much of the relig-

Answer. ion will remain if this course continues to be
No, it is not permissible to shakefollowed?

hands with women at all. There are many No body said it was easy to follow

reports from the Prophet Sallallahi alayhi wathe din in the twentyfirst century; whether
sallam that he never shook the hands of angne is in a Muslim country or the West. Did-
women, despite his status as a Prophet. Ali't the Prophet Sallalahu alayhi wasallam say
the allegiance [bay'a] he took was eitherthat a time will come when a person follow-
without holding the hand or with a cloth tied ing his religion will be like one holding on to a
around it. He explicitly informed the womencinder, and did he not say this world is a
when they extended their hands to him thatprison for a believer and a Paradise for the
he did not shake hands with women. [Seaon-believer. One must remember that
Muhammad Ibn Sa'd, The Women in Madinahrough perseverance and refraining from sin
Chapter One: The manner in which the Megsabr ani ima'siyah] there are great rewards
senger of Allah received women's allegiancelto be gained, despite the apparent monetary
Hence, we can find no leeway toor such losses one may have to incur in this
change this ruling. Many noralamic prac- world.
tices are rife in the business and corporate The regular American [since the issue
world. We are constantly asked about theof shaking hands with a women is a greater
permissibility of sitting at the same table withproblem in America] is normally very under-
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standing and accommodating of other peooff). Also, given that the guests do not ob-
ple's religious requirements. If politely in-Serve any hijab, how far should we go in forc-
formed, they normally act with understand-ing segregation? Would the above situation
ing and are prepared to be more accommoin which men and women sit separately for
dating. most of the time be OK? The men and
If the scholars begin to offer discre-women guests normally converse with each
tion and allowance on certain issues whictpther, so would the hosts be sinful if this oc-
are rigid in the Shari'a under the excuse ofurs during the gathering?
changing times, then how will the original
rulings in those issues ever be revived? Thanswer.
sunna and proper practices will be lost for The setup of having Men downstairs
ever and innovations will take their place.and the Women upstairs sounds like a fair
Those who attempt to adhere to the correctsetup. The problem that you are mentioning
rulings of Shari'ah in these issues would fedD this setup can probably be overcome by
isolated and weak. having women who are mahram (wife, sister,
Therefore, it must be made clearmother. etc.) of the men transporting the
that the traditional jurists [muftis] who are food to pass the food to them in the hallway
not able to give discretions in such issues & something similar to this.
not due to some shorsightedness or igno- The responsibility of the host is to
rance. It is merely to keep the religion intactake as many reasonable measures to ob-
and whole. Yes, if someone in certain situaserve the laws of Allah in his boundaries and
tions is forced to act contrary to the sunnafacilitate them. The setup you have men-
then that is a personal problem in whichtioned seems to be fuffilling this criteria to a

tawba [repentance] should be made. certain degree if the above problem can be
Whoever fears Allah, Allah will makesomehow overcome. It is very difficult to en-
a way out for them. sure that no prohibited interaction take place
at all, since such socialization may take place
Question outside while the guests are leaving.
We are going to have a dinner party The Prophet of Allah (upon him be

at our house where some family membergPeace) said, "O People, you will never be able
and a friend's family will be coming. Obviio [completely] observe all that you have
ously, it is important that mixing betweenbeen commanded. However, either hit the
men and women be kept at a minimum. But mark or be close [saddidu aw qaribu]
have a question regarding how this should béBukhari, Muslim).

done, given that none of the guests wear hi- Hence, you are commended greatly
jab or pay much attention avoiding free for your attempts at observing the obliga-
mixing. If we have men downstairs, womerfions and prohibitions of Allah. May Allah
upstairs, and then have men come upstairs t@ccept your endeavors.

get food (and then return downstairs to eal
it), would the hosts be sinful by having af Rasullullah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wal
opportunity for men to look at women andl s a | | a m) sai d: AlA |
viceversa while t_he men come up to gel merciful with his bondsman at th
food? The men will be getting food from th t
kitchen, while the women will be sitting in al
adjacent family room (which is not walle

v

(Ibnu Mandah)
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Lesson From
The Qur’an

Commentary: Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani
Surah Al-Imrand Verse %13

Verse 7 fully understandable by normal intellect, like

some attributes of Allah Almighty, the exact

17] gm@Naﬁ%wﬁW%ﬂﬂ nature of which is beyond human compre-
hension. Such expressions are called

njl; WMN‘[NA&C@@M ¢a Eﬁn Mustahabihat. They give a slight idea of their

meaning, but no one can have access to its

RQ@'EEEMO%FN@&W Eéﬁ@A exact nature. For example, we find in the

vdNRFy GKFG ' ffFK aLlsSlkiaz

ﬁ ?@@-'Nl_/% @5’ N_f/ﬁﬂf% @Eﬁl understood. But how does He speak, and

what is the nature of His speech without a

%WI @MN% g@&é—]\t/z normal tongue and without a wedlirected

voice? These are questions which no human
AB%&?)N@@QMFHNQ intellect can answer. The reasonable and

proper behaviour with such verses is that one
N EB**EWM should believe in, and be content with what
Allah has said, and should not be curious to

He is the One Who has revealed to you the
221 6GKS vdNDnyod 'rge‘ﬁ’ree;?e;g;ad naké r\?%th‘? LS b ng sa

. . - p 3e
GKIFG FNB adzKill Yni %e%pts e?ng t8 acc aglme\}i?Tn—f%d

ing), which are the principal verses of the heir h
pothetical interpretagion may Jead to
2213 +yR azvs 2 ksl WRECE BERSR RGNS
(whose e|n|emeanmgsare.un.nowr.l). ¢CKS 1 2f& vdNRIYy KFa dzaSR (F
Now those who have perversity in their

hearts go after such part of it as is muta- EEEKQ YR LPI ALANRG FNRY
AKnoAKS aSS{Ay3 6 Q(A%SJ%GFW'@“""”SB é";ﬁﬁg'g'ss'f’ Lf?faK s

seqrchlng forits Interpretation (that. MeeLS 504, The present verse says that such terms
their desires), while no one knows its inter-

) are among the Mustashabihat and the exact
pretation except Allah; and those well g

HNEdzyRSR AY ly26¢ SR &Jrﬁvoftheymeagll a|sa|L1r dlr}?]%%lé%ble
GKSNBAYT |+ °Onktheime® Y o d“ﬁﬁns |§ ? o

Fh h ted that
of understanding observe the advice. [3:7] ah has creae gz NE W, S

o [IttK St 2t Ie thvt dZN‘Da}Io}{/n the sSmt |H{f I§m wﬂﬁout gather.
expressions relating to a realm that is no tBut what is the exact nature of His word, and

(Vol.13, No: 165) 5
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that of the spirit blown by Him? How did he ple on a day in (the occurrence of) which

O02YS Ayil2 o0SAy3 o6& Itherkis roddubt. &eilyJRKN dods Solikack I NB

the questions beyond the realm of normal2 dzi 2F | Aad LINBYAAS®PE woY s
human understanding, and therefore no arti- disbelieve, their wealth and their children

cle of faith may be made to rest on these shall not suffice them in the least against

terms against the clear and expressed deAllah. Those are the fuel of the Fire [3:10] a

scriptions made by Muhkamat, that is, the case similar to that of the House of Pharaoh

verses having clear meanings. and those before them. They denied our
signs. So, Allah seized them for their sins.
Verse 813 Allah is severe in punishment. [3:11] Say to

GK2aS ¢6K2 RAAa0StASOSY a, 2d

< < . e P -
Eﬁf@ﬁ%@ﬁ B_@Q‘m: Q@_Bﬁl— overcome and shall be gathered into Hell.

Indeed, it is an evil bed (in which) to
[ﬁ@l{&im 'qﬁglﬁ?r_@@u&&g?i@mﬁm NEal®é GoYMHE GCKSNB 6 a |
4
M two groups who confronted each other: One
g_I}f *B\mm]_@@éﬁwN@WA group fighting in the way of Allah, and the
P L = L other disbelieving, seeing themselves as
BN ﬁgﬁ% |’!E' Eéﬂav P Eﬁgﬁ N Qfﬁ twice their number, with open eye$SAnd
L B\/\]{r E FA Allah gives strength with His help to whom-
ARG e e teeicaleson
- S a _ . . :
'?fﬁ&lﬁﬂ\@ 8@@@@%ﬂ:w 4. In verse 12, it was said to disbe-
L f ASOSNES &, 2dz aKIff az22y o
AR (DA TS me? @ NG '(%@@b@:“ cording to some report; this address was to
. n ]
%—LEAP& P ﬁ\d:& L the Jews of Qainuga (name of a tribe) who,
Eéw J ﬂF ‘I m[ i PT@WV\ ﬁ* after the battle of Badr, bragged before the
WW ?ﬁ L JF Muslims that the pagans of Makkah were
AE A L 1Y 5 weak in fighting, and therefore they were
n
%jm%?m% defeated by the Muslims. But, they continued

S J & PP to boast, the Jews are much more brave and
22 & ¢ . ,
Néblﬁ\?gm@ﬁ SiéiEIJIIQLSﬁT_ P stronger that the pagans, and should they
NP A A B RT3 fight the Muslims, they would be the victors.
’CI_»l|1<31 HC'DFNI_-_N /EENE?W L l@?_@ In this verse reference is made to the battle
s S I\ﬁ@f of Badr where the pagans faced a humiliating
%,
W*ﬁ_mg@@ A|'_F “EE(?% defeat at the hands of the Muslims, despite
o .. P e 1 8B AP their greater strength than the Muslims. The
wgﬁh%é’ﬁ@m%ﬁg%ﬁwpm neir great th than the Muslims. The -~
L OSNBRS AYRAOlIUSa OKIFIo Au gl
o p_S* that allowed the Muslims to win the battle,
& lﬁa}_-g and that even if the Jews were to come up
GhdzNJ [ 2NRZ R2 y2i f Suith papninaesforeesi theyR@uliastillibé F N2 Y
the right path after You have given us guid- defeated because of the divine support en-
ance, and bestow upon us mercy from Yourjoyed by the Muslims.
own. Surely, You, and You alone, are the
One who bestows in abundance. [3:8] Our
Lord, You are going to assemble all the peo-

6 (Vol.13, No: 165)
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Lesson From
Sahih al-Bukhari

Dr. Rafiq Ahmad
The Book of Ablution

. u...awps.\,\ s 3 LIS s oy licked by the dog. This Hadith says that the
Chapter 34 : If a dog drinks from the utensil, POt will become pure after it has been
washed seven times. This seven time washing
Purpose of Tarjamatul Baab is in itself the proof of the fact that the left
scholars do not consider it as a separatés the need to wash the utensil seven times.
chapter. Majority of the scholars are of the same opin-
ion.

Hadith No. 169 .
e g e i b e e PRANTIOSTO
B
o A B LI el g o g g S
‘ : / o s 81 8 35 6 — oy e
Narrated Abu Huraira (RA) Aol 4 dlh (K0 a0l B w0 oo A 0
al ff 1 KAda 1 LRalGES Al ARTehleTi il 2 s RNNGLE TNRY GOF
utensil of anyone of you, it is essential to Ly 055 S I8 U6 af e A 8 L B
wash it seven times." - , I
= g e A o — allt J gy OB B et B )
Comments IS 2e (5 O g0 15
There are two issues in here, viz., 1.
La GKS STl 2MISNIZ2F RrekddAWF Rdaifs IR
2. How to clean the utensil from which a dog The Prophet Said, "A man saw a dog eating
drinks. mud from (the severity of) thirst. So, that man
As per Imam Abu Hanifah (RA), Imangook a shoe (and filled it) with water and kept
Shafie (RA) and Imam Ahmad bin Hambal on pouring the water for the dog till it
(RA), the left over of a dog is not Taahir. Fromyyenched its thirst. So Allah approved of his
Imam Maalik it has been quoted that it is deed and made him to enter Paradise.” And
clean and Imam Bukhari (RA) also seems 10 narrated Hamza bin 'Abdullah: My father
be of the same opinion. (Fathul Baari) said. "During the lifetime of Allah's Apostle,
In fact, there are two issues ad- the dogs used to urinate, and pass through
dressed in this Hadith, one is about the ritualthe Musjids (come and go), nevertheless they

purity of the left over of dog and second is never used to sprinkle water on it (urine of
about the ritual purity of that pot which is the dog.)"

(Vol.13, No: 165) 7
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Comments

point that the left over of the dog is ritually pure. But the majg
ity of scholars do not agree with Imam Bukhair on this point. !
man mentioned in the Hadith collected water in his socks 1
the dog drank from it. The Hadith is silent about the fact whetl
GKS YIy 108N 2y 6FaKSR KAa,
point cannot be proved with this Hadith. '

Be kind to animals

This Hadith teaches us that we should not only be k
to human beings but we have been taught to be kind to anin
also. This man was rewarded with Jannah only for the deed;
he felt pity on a thirsty dog and arranged water for it. X

Hadith No. 171
5 5 51y 0 il o e = by e o =

Narrated 'Adi bin Hatim (RA)
| asked the Prophet (about the hunting dogs) and he replled
you let loose (with Allah's name) your tamed dog after a gan
and it hunts it, you may eat it, but if the dog eats of (that gani
then do not eat it because the dog has hunted it for itself.” | f}
ther said, "Sometimes | send my dog for hunting and find ano
dog with it. He said, "Do not eat the game for you have men
tioned Allah's name only on sending your dog and not the ot
dog."

Comments '

Adi bin Hatim says that he once asked Rasulu
(SaIIaIIahu Alaihi Wasallam) about the issues related to the l
dzaSR F2N) KdzyGAy3aod 1S o6{ff I
leave a dog for hunting a prey after saying Bismillah, if it cat
the prey and brings it to you then it is Halaal, but if the dog ¢
of (that prey) then that will not be Halaal for you because tH
this dog has hunted it for itself and not for you. !

From this Hadith also, Imam Bukhari (RA) wants to pn
his point that the left over of a dog is Taahir, otherwise the p
hunted by a dog should not have been Halaal. In answer to,
others say that the Hadith does not say that you can eat that |

of the pray where the dog has bitten it without washing. '\

8 (Vol.13, No: 165)
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OUR LIFE
SOLUTION

\
1
1
1

is not possible for ps to

allow the day to go by
without us taking the
beautiful name of Al-
lah. The name of our
Allah is full of love,
warmth, mercy, tran-
quility, and content-
ment. Sadness anfl de-
pression, heIpIessness

and hopelessness are
definitely not for a mus—

lim. With the Zikr qf

Al |l ah a

is full of happiness,
courage, steadfastness
and hope. The Z|k|r of
Allah is the live W|re in
a Muslim. Without the

Zikr of Allah there

will be a breakdowh in
our lives. The sweetness
of a drink depends on
the sugar added mto the
drink. The satlsfacuon
of life depends on}the
Zikr established inour
lives. Let us start by
getting a Tasbeeh (a
string of beads), and
recite morning and: eve-

ning:

______________

i We have been created to
remember our Iovung
Allah. As a |\/|US|Im'Il.] 5

az L)
Mus | i mi
Falktfl
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Reviling
The Messenger of Allah

(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam)

Allah, The Most Exalted, says "We have notsequences that have since ensued.

sent you (Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wa- Secondly, these evil doers are also
sallam) Except as a Mercy to the driven by the desire to profit as much as pos-
Worlds." (21:107) sible financially from such unconscionable

Humanity, both Muslims and Nen conduct and in compromise of all and any
Muslims bear testimony to the excellentsemblance of decency they have traded their
character of the Noble and Last Messenger afouls for money.

Allah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). It is tragic Loving the Messenger of Allah
that every now and then, biased and offen{Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) and feeling of-
sive works against Islam and Prophet Mufended when he is insulted is expected from
hammad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) are cievery Muslim and is a fundamental part of
culated in the media. In addition to the re-our Imaan (belief). However, the way such
cent provocative antProphet film, a satirical good feelings are put in action makes a huge
French magazine published new cartoongifference. A wise response would turn such
mocking Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahwa challenge into a great opportunity to reach
Alaihi Wasallam). It is a repeated scenaricout to people and to raise their awareness
the same messages of enmity, hate and arabout the Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu
tagonism are being recycled again and agaiflaihi Wasallam) and his message. Our re-
Any film or publication which vilifies anysponse should be wise, tactful and calculated
Prophet of Almighty Allah (Sallallahu Alaihso that it has the greatest impact.

Wasallam) justifies condemnation. This film

not only vilifies the personality who is re-What can we do?

vered by billions of followers in every part of - Turn to Allah by means of Dua (Prayer)
the world, but it also constitutes a grave misand ask Him to protect the honour and dig-
representation. nity of Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal-

The offensive film is directed at thelam). Indeed all affairs are only in the Control
following mischief of Allah.

Firstly, it is obviously intended to - Appropriate legal and other proceed-
create the furore and backlash which it hasngs be instituted against the perpetrators as
achieved. The evil perpetrators of this heino reasonable and civilized society should
nous conduct i.e. all those associated, in angnd would tolerate such heinous and base
way whatsoever with the creation and dis-conduct.
semination of such film intended and effectu-- Extensive public condemnation together
ated the loss of lives and other negative conwith adequate penalties and punishment

(Vol.13, No: 165) 9
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within the relevant legal frame-

work should be imposed and in ,/
both appropriate !

1

this respect
criminal and civil proceedings!
should be instituted. !

Increase the recitation ofi
Salaat and Salaam (Durood.|
Shareef/sending blessings) on Thg
Messenger of Allah (SaIIaIIahu'
Alaihi Wasallam).

Demonstrate to the world-
the excellent Akhlaaq (Character):
of Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi,
Wasallam) by inculcating within us,
the noble sunnah (lifestyle) of the |
Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu!
Alaihi Wasallam). !

Make it our duty to educate:
our family, friends and colleagues;,
about the Great Last and Final|
Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu;
Alaihi Wasallam) who has indeed!
been sent as a Mercy to the Entlre-
Humanity. Also ask our local IS+
laamic Scholars (Ulama) to edu,
cate the public and create aware-,
ness.

The Messenger of Allah!
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) said:

"None of you has perfect faith

until I am more beloved to him
than his parents, his children and
all the people". (HadithBukhari,

A Muslim). !

dhyS K2 Fadl 7\)/-
three things will taste the sweet- .
ness of faith: To make Allah and ,
His Messenger more beloved to |
himself than anything else; To love|
a person for no other reason ex- !
cept for the sake of Allah; And to 1
hate to return to disbelief just as :
much as he would hate to be
GKNRgY Ayilz2

lim).

10 (Vol.13, No: 165)
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Adherence to the Sunnah

\

Shaikh Muhammad Rashid Rida (?:3. fa-
mous Egyptian scholar) once visited Deo-
band. He was partaking of some sweet-
meats with Moulana Anwar Shah Kash-
miri (RA). He was eating with a spobn and
Moulana Anwar Shah Kashmiri (RAE) was
eating with his fingers. So he asked Mou-
lana Anwar Shah Kashmiri (RA): Why
dondt you eat with a
war Shah Kashmiti ( RA
spoon (i.e. the fingers) is much better than
that spoon. This spoon can feel theé heat of
the food whereas that spoon cannot, this
spoon can bend whereas that one cannot, this
spoon is completely easy on the :mouth
whereas that spoon is tough and this spoon
has got taste wHhHereas
Thereafter he asked Moulana Anwar Shah
Kashmiri (RA) that when different ahadith
suggest different things, then which one do
you follow. Moulana Anwar Shah Kashmlrl
(RA) gave him a very detailed answer in
Arabic. When Shaikh Muhammad Rashid
Rida returned home, h
see Deoband, my entire journey would have
been a wasted effort
science of hadith had been wiped out from
the entire world, May Allah reward our
brothers from India who have preserved this

sciencedo -
(Discourse of Mufti Mahmood Hasan Gangohl rahi-
mabhullah). /
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Be Careful with Muhammad

(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam)

By Khalid Baig

The crowd was growing in size by the At the last minute, the pagans asked
minute. They were beating drums, singinghim: "Don't you wish that you were spared
dancing, and shouting in joy. Pagan Makkaand Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam)
was about to kill Khubaib bin Adi Ansari, (RAot this punishment? Would not you like that
who had been captured through a sinisteryou were resting comfortably in your home,
and treacherous plot, then sold in the slavawvhile he was killed in your place?" From the
market so the buyers could exact their vengeman who was about to die because he had
ance. accepted the Message brought by Muham-

It started when some tribesmen mad, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), came this
from Uthul and Qara went to Madinah andreply: "By Allah, | cannot even imagine that a
requested the Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wathorn should prick the foot of Muhammad,
sallam), to send some teachers with then{Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), while | rest in my
who could educate their fellow tribesmenhome."
about Islam. The request was granted and Abu Sufyan, an unbeliever at the
about ten Companions were sent with themtime, remarked to his associates: "See, the
When the group reached Raji' two hundredove of the companions for Muhammad
armed men were lying in wait for them. Khu<{Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) is unparalleled
baib and Zaid bin Adathna, (RA)ma, were capnd unprecedented." At another time, a simi-
tured alive, while the others were martyred.lar observation was made by another Quraish
Then they were sold in exchange for a hurleader Urwah ibn Mas'ud al Thagafi. "I have
dred heads of camel. Both had fought in theseen Ceasar and Chosroes in their pomp, but
battle of Badr and their swords had killednever have | seen a man honored, as Muham-
some pagan soldiers. Now the relatives ofad is honored by his comrades."
those killed in war wanted to get even. Of The biographies of the Companions
course, Arab traditions did not allow revengeare full of stories that show their extra
for war like this. But their opponents wereordinary love and devotion for the Prophet,
Muslims. Then, as now, the pagan world wagSallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). The Qur'an itself
ready to violate its own rules and traditionsattests to this. "The Prophet is closer to the
when the victims were Muslims. believers than their own selves." fAhzab

While facing death, Khubaib, (RA)33:6] It is a statement of fact as well as a
said a poem that has been recorded by hissommand. The following two ahadith, from
tory. It includes these lines: "They say if | reamong the many on the subject, clarify this
nounce Islam, my life will be spared. But it igoint further. "None of you can be a believer
better to die with belief than to live with un- unless he loves me more than his parents, his
belief." children, and all the people." [Bukhari and
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Muslim] "There are three signs that indicateworld can anyone expect him or her to be
that a person has tasted the sweetness oindifferent when the honor and dignity of the
faith. 1) That he loves Allah and His Proph&®rophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), himself
more than anything else. 2) He loves everymay be under attack?
one solely for the sake of Allah. 3) After ac- As has been noted by someone else,
cepting Islam he hates going back to unbelied civilization in which nothing is sacred may
as much as he hates going into thehave difficulty in understanding the values of
fire." [Bukhari and Muslim] a civilization in which sacred is all that counts.
It has to be so, because our relation-But if it cannot understand the logic, because
ship to the Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasabf its own blinders, it will have to come to
lam), is at the core of our entire religion. He iserms with the facts on the ground: Muslims
human, not Divine, but he is our connectiontreat their Prophet, and all the prophets, with
to the Deity. He relays to us the Word of Alutmost respect and they simply cannot toler-
lah and he explains what the Word meansate any willful insult and disrespect. To com-
He sets a personal example that we look gbromise on this issue would tantamount to
not just for admiration but emulation. Our compromising one's faith. And no one has a
relationship to him is legal as well as perright to demand that. The blasphemy laws in
sonal; moral as well as spiritual; intellectuaMuslim countries, are not only based on solid
as well as emotional. Allah chose him tand agreed upon juristic grounds, they ex-
guide us, educate us, inspire us, and purify yzress a fundamental value of the Muslim civi-
---and we remain indebted forever! lization. We need not offer any apologies for
This not only establishes a relationthat just because the forces of profanity
ship between a believer and the Prophetseem to be powerful.
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), it also estab- Some think that the Prophet,
lishes the relationship among the believers(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), forgave his worst
making them one unit because-efin addi- enemies and never took revenge for himself.
tion to their common faith-- their common So any law that prescribed punishment for
love for the Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasabkssaulting the honor of the Prophet,
lam). (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), is clearly against
Together these facts explain a Mushis Sunnah. What the prophetic example
lim's sensitivity to the honor of the Prophet,teaches is that we should also be willing to
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). To begin witHprgive those who have committed offenses
we must remember that the honor of every-against us, personally. But we know of Ka'ab
one is important. As the hadith reminds usbin Ashraf who used to abuse the Prophet,
"If a believer does not come to the help of(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), and instigated
another believer whose honor and dignity areothers to do so. He ordered Mohammed ibn
under attack, then Allah will also not helpSalma to execute Ka'ab. (Bukhari) There are
him when he is most in need of Allah's helpnot many but history records that whenever
And a believer who does come to the help ofnyone tried to abuse the person of the
another believer whose honor and dignity areProphet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), he was
under attack, then Allah will also help himmeted with the same punishment (however,
when he is most in need of Allah's help." [Abudhis applies when the State is an Islamic
Dawood]. If a Muslim is not supposed to beState). As the Persian poet said, "May take
indifferent when the honor of another ordi- liberty with God, Be careful with Muhammad,
nary Muslim is under attack, how in the(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam)."
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Smile Parenting,
The Prophetic Approach

Lines from the diary of a child speakingand obey their orders within a warm family
about his happy childhood: environment.
"My father was always cheerful and his smile The wise educator can direct his
never left his face, even in the most difficult child through his smile and look, embrace
situations. This smile meant a great deal to ukim compassionately, and treat his mistakes
as it revealed how much our father loves us.with patience.
This smile used to force us to behave properly This little smile may be of great im-
and avoid mistakes so as not to anger our portance and influence on the child, espe-
father and miss his smile even for a secondcially that he receives it from his source of
Gad FTrFriKSNRa aYAt S gprokectionf@ roflendddlOS 2F 2dzNJ LJAén
chological balance. It provided us with
warmth, confidence, frankness and courageCheerfulness is from the guidance of the
in the face of hardships. May Allaah reward Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam):
him with the best.” The guidance of the Prophet, (Sallallahu
Some parents and educators adopt Alaihi Wasallam), regarding cheerfulness, is
the frowning method in dealing with their amazing. He was always cheerful and used to
children. Hence, they avoid speaking with smile at his Companions. Jareer bin
them cordially or smiling at them. They beW! 6 Rdzf-fH 2IKf A fow! 0TI &l ARI &2
lieve that there should be strict limits be-Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), saw me
tween parents and their children so that they after | had embraced Islam, he would receive
can succeed in their upbringing. YS 6AGK [-Bukhdaklf Sdé ! f
They think that smiling and cheerful- This was not confined to Jareer (RA),
ness with children will spoil them, whilel & W! 6 Rdzf-f I I KA DK yow!fos &l A
frowning and sullenness represent the discihave never seen anyone who smiles more
pline and resolve that are necessary for anthan the Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal-
successful upbringing. Unfortunately, we ard | Y0 ®¢€
sorry to tell such people that this is the ap- UnmAd5 F NRFIFQ ow! 00X &l ARZ
proach of the weak, who have not mastered5 | NRI I Q dzaSR (2 &YAtS 6KSy
the art of entering into the hearts, even theSo | told him to stop doing this for fear that
hearts of the closest people to them: theirpeople may think that he was simple minded.
children! However, Abu Ad I NRI  Q ow! 0 &l ARZ
People with great souls are the onlynever seen or heard the Prophet, (Sallallahu
ones who can always be cheerful with theit f  AKA 2 &l f€fFYoX &aLSE{1Ay3
children, while they control the process ofHence, he used to smile whenever he spoke
upbringing in such a way that ensures theiin imitation of the Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi
children are close enough to learn from themWasallam).
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The Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasalionship serves as gravity that always attracts
lam) was very caring, thoughtful and compasthem to their good origins and strengthens
sionate towards children. It was never rethem in the face of the wild storms of immor-
ported that he frowned at any child through-ality that blow from all directions.
out his life; rather, whenever he met them,
he would smile at them even if he was acThis is the default principle in dealing with
companied by his honorable Companions. 2y SQ&d OKAf RNBYY
In a Hadeeth on the authority of Smiling at our children is the default
Jaabir (RA), he said, "We were with therinciple as we learned from the Prophet,
Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), whe(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), while frowning
we were invited to have food. On our way,sshould be an educational punishment that
we saw AHusayn playing with the boys inshould be used wisely and only when neces-
the street. The Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasary. Certainly, cheerfulness strengthens the
sallam), hurried and opened his arms.- Alrelationship between the educator and the
Husayn started running here and there whilechild, while frowning causes the child to dis-
the Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), waie his parent and weakens their mutual
laughing with him. The Prophet (Sallallahdove.
Alaihi Wasallam), took him and put one of his Wi YI NJ -Khattdab (RA), said,
hands on his chin and the other between higs hy S aK2dz R 6S fA1S | @&2dzy
head and ears, then, he embraced and kissefamily, but when he is needed as a man, he
him and said: 'Husayn belongs to me andd K2 dz R 6S a2®d¢é¢ ¢KS YSIyAy3
belong to him, may Allaah The Almighty loveaess and good morals as well as joking with
whoever loves him. AHasan and AHusayn 2y SQa Tl YAf& | yR OKAf RNBY
are two of the noblest of men." [At lead them, provided that this does not affect
Tabaraani] 0KS LI NByidiQa NBaLISOlod
The Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal- . 2dz YI® S@Sy dzaS oKl G A
lam), also taught us that a smile may sustaih Y ANE & VYAt S¢é¢ @gKSy @2dz Lldzy Az
others, especially those who are under ouchild as a form of silentet-effective punish-
care. The Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasaient. The Prophet, (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal-
fIrYOS arARY a, 2dz Ol ylghd,ltaugk S lhawSto Uisé fhe dnie2ehdin S 6 A (1 K
your money, but you could do this throughg KSy 6S I NB | yaINRB® YI W6 O0AY
your cheerfulness and good mor-rated his story when he did not participate in
Ff adé wadzaf AYS the Battle of Tabook without a valid excuse.
Is there any of uswho doesnotneed S alF ARX &2 KSy ySgad NBFOKS
to please his children through his cheerfuliMessenger of Allaah was on his way back
ness and good morals? Is there anyone Wi N2 Y ¢ 62212 L ¢l a 3INBIGE
does not need to do so today, when he seegreeted him, he smiled, and there was a tinge
OKIFG GKS SRdzOF (2 NRA& ofangedin tAay. HeK (Sallallah$ AahivVBasaR y S
of the most difficult on earth? The protectionlam), then said to me: '‘Come forward' . |
of children against immorality and other so-went forward and | sat in front of him. He,
cial problems have become issues that refSallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), said to me:
quire a great deal of supplication and greab 2 KI i 1 SLJi &-Bukhaad lad] KQé¢ !
balance in the personality of the educator, toMuslim] Therefore, smile, dear educator!
be able to sustain his children and establish a A sense of humor helps children get
successful relationship with them. This relarid of the feelings of anger and embarrass-

14 (Vol.13, No: 165)



Dec. 2012 www.islamkashmir.org Radiant Reality

ment. It also spreads happiness in the houskim.

and warmth in the heart in addition to pro- Dear readers and educators, this

viding children with a feeling of safety thatshows us that the more a parent is cheerful,

they would miss if their educator was one ofthe stronger his relationship with his children

those who adhere to the frowning method. will be, and vice versa. Allaah The Almighty
DSNXIyYy LJaeéOKALI (i NFSays dwhat inéadsR XADad if yoNIhEd Séen

that laughter from the bottom of the heart rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they

KFa | RSSLI Ay Tt dzSy O ould yhavdl Hisband@& ArdnR &baut NP ¢ ( K

during his early years. Based on the results ¢QQuran 3:159]

these studies, psychiatrists confirmed that Do not forget to smile at your child

laughter is as important as food and thattheg KSy KS Sy Gd4SNB dzLl2y @&2dzX ¢

child who laughs much grows well. 0KS K2dzaSXgKSy KS €SI @Sa f
€2dz NBOSAGS KAY dzLl2y NBG dzNy

Educational excellence: when you enter upon him returning from

Psychiatrists always stress the posig 2 N] XR2 y2i F2NBSO G2 &avaft

tive influence of a smile on the educationahim up and let him see your smile before any-

process. They say that fun creates a psychthing else.

logical environment full of happiness and When you put him to bed, do not

satisfaction, and this releases the mentaforget to smile at him to have the best

abilities to learn easily. That is because joyfudreams ever. Smile when you ask him about

ness prepares the mental abilities to expandhis faults so he can feel safe and tell you the

and grow contrary to the environment of sad-truth. Finally, smile to immunize your chil-

ness and pessimism that gives a despondexiren against feelings of fear and sadness and

impression about life. to turn your relationship with them into an
uninterrupted and wonderful series of suc-
Smiling attaches the child to his parents: cessful communication. In such a case, they

If your smile springs from your heartwill respond to your directions and long to
and expresses true love for and admiration ofmeet you. They will never think of doing any-
your child, then it will have a good psychothing that angers you, because they do not
logical impact on the child and provide himwant to lose your sweet smile for any reason.
with happy memories and strong love for his
parents, particularly if they use eye contact By: Anonymous
to convey their true love and appreciation to Islamweb

Controlled by the Media
In the present era, there are very few people in the world who see things for the selves,
think for themselves and speak for themselves. Daily hours are spent in front of thi screen
or in reading magazines or newspapers. All these media are mostly controlled by thf disbe-
lievers. Over time Muslims who are glued to the media unfortunately begin to ~|' the
world the way the disbelievers want us to see it, we begin to think in the way the digpeliev-

ers want us to think and we begin to speak about those things which the disbeliev s want
d by the

us to speak. In short our freedom of sight, thought and speech has been snatch
disbelieving world. They have made us their programmed robotic slaves who are rdstricted
to see, think and speak as they dictate.
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Qur'anic Sciences

Justice Maulana Taqi Usmani

Nowadays a voice is being raised that every individual should take up the task of un-
derstanding Qurdan according to his own col
sary to understand the Qurodéan but | ack of
drive a person towards unknown extremes and wrong interpretations. This is the next
article in the direction of acquiring some fundamental requirements for interpreting the
Qur dan correctly.

THIRD SOURCE: SAYINGS OF THE COMMaNk that:

IONS l oRdzf t F K 0AY W!'YIFINI (G221 S.
It is the Companions of the Holy Prophet memorise Surah Magarah. (Altgaan)
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) who learnt the Obviously Sayyidina Abdullah bin

Quran directly from him. Some of them hadUmar (RA) did not have such a weak memory

devoted their entire lives to learn the Quran,as to take eight years just to memorise the

its exegesis and related knowledge directlyvords of this Surah. It took him so long actu-

from the sayings and deeds of the Prophetlly to learn the interpretation and other

Their language was Arabic, and they wereelevant knowledge alongwith memorising

fully aware of the environment of revelation the words.

of the Quran. Rather than rely on their lin! YR { I @@ ARAYIl W! oRdzf f I K 0AY

guistic excellence they learntthe Quranverse @ . @ GKS . SAy3 SEOSLII 6Kz2Y

08 OSNES FTNRY (GKS t NRaikySfiworkhp)n¥ velsedofithe @uranfisdzNJ

wk KYFyYy {dzZf YA | NB y 2 g iévedled dboudwhighH do adb KntiwvReyeS 0

scholar said: and for whom it was revealed. And if | hear of
G¢K2aS 02F (KS [/ 2 Y Llagyan? ywhb knows khg BookioBARah in@e

G§SIFOK (KS vdzNI yI & dzOtkan méiand thedn@ahdRok tiimspokVis avaly |y

bin Affan (RA) and Sayyidina Abdullah bin_ able to me | would certainly goto o
al AWdzZR ow! 0 YR 20KSNA (RARDPIZZOOGKFAANKEBYRXRGK
not proceed further with their lessons until Hence, after the traditions of the

they had learnt ten verses from the ProphetHoly Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) the
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) and until they third source of exegesis of the Quran are the
had received all knowledge and practical apstatements of the Companions who had de-
LI AOF GA2ya MNGdn) G S Rvotéd2timé and éfford tb fearn it. But even
This is why Sayyidina Anas (RA) has been here certain factors must be kept in view.
ported in Musnad Ahmad to have said: 1: Even in the exegetic sayings of the
G2 KSy az2vYS2yS KiB&jardhSCompaiions @ANwWE comé across authentic
and Surah AWL YN} vy KS ¢ & as\iMasNBsSSURd nai@tNds. Hence, they
KAIKE & Ay -ltgadrNJ S & S a ¢ toadnhubt be scrutinised on the principles of
And it is narrated in Mu'atta Imam Hadith before placing any reliance on them.
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2: Sayings of the Companions would beequired to understand it. But when one is
cited only when an explicit commentary of afaced with ambiguity or deeper sense or reli-
verse by the Holy Prophet is not availablgjious laws are being drawn from the verse,
through authentic means. If such an explananterpretation may not be made by means of
tion is found in the authentic traditions, the Arabic Lexicon alone. In such a situation the
statements of the Companions will only havebasic sources of exegesis would be the Quran
a supportive value, but if any of these stateitself, Prophetic Traditions and statements of
ments differ from the Prophetic tradition, it i KS / 2 YLI yA2ya |yR (KS ¢l o
shall not be acceptable. that will recourse be had to the Arabic lan-
3 When there is no explanation avail-guage because Arabic is a very vast language
able from the Holy Prophet and there existaand its words are used in several meanings,
no difference in the various explanations ofand a single sentence may be interpreted in
the Companions (RA) their view would beseveral ways. Hence any inference drawn on
adopted. the basis of language also may result in con-
4. When there are differences in the fusion. That is why some authorities reject
various exegeses given by the Companiorianguage alone as a source of exegesis. Imam
and if harmony can be brought about amongviuhammad is reported to have said that he
them then it would be adopted. But if it is notconsiders an exegesis through lexicon to be
possible to harmonise them we then shaldzy RS&AA NI 6f S . dzi W!' ffF YIK Y
adopt an exegesis which an adept scholdmam Muhammad did not mean to ignore
deduces from them through established reathe role of lexicon in the Science of Exegesis

soning. (ABurhan) altogether, but he meant that it is not permit-
ted to choose vague meanings in preference
Chi wet¢l {h}] w/9Y { ! , lobthe{most hpParentand dppkapriate inter-

(SUCCESSORS OF THE COMPANIONS) pellations. Evidently, the Quran has been re-

Scholars differ whether the sayingsvealed on the idiom of the language of the
of a Tabi'i can be a conclusive argument iArabs. Hence whenever the Quran and
exegesis or not? Ibn Kathir has stated that if Bladith or sayings of the Companions do not
¢FOoAWA KI a NBLR NI SR offeyan Sierfraaien ofsa vefstll Would be / 2 Y 11
panion it will have the same status as that ofnterpreted in the light of the idiom of the
a Companion. But if he gives his own intefanguage, choice of vague meanings derived
pretation then it will be seen whether an-from Arabic poetry but not used in ordinary
other Tabi'i differs from him. If that is so, hisconversation is totally wrong, although found
interpretation will not be acceptable and con-in dictionaries. (ABurhan)
clusion will be drawn on the basis of other This may be understood through an
sources of exegesis. If no difference existsxample.
among the Tabi'in their opinion will be ac- The Quran states that when Banu
ceptable without doubt. Isra'il asked Sayyidina Musa for water, Allah

gave him the order:

FIFTH SOURCE: ARABIC LANGUAGE ol Slany O o) Lk

It has begn assertgd earlier that the Gl YR AGNR1S SAGK 282dNI adt
only source for mterpretatlon of a .Quranlc If this sentence is spoken before any
verse will be the Arabic language if its meana  apic knowing person he would clearly un-

ing is clear, and no ambiguity, doubt or CONyegtang from it that it is a command to

fusion exists, nor any historical background is /] 2yGdQR 2y LI 3IS o
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Within the Shadow
of a Doubt

[The following is a transcription of a portion of a lecture entitled Protecting Your Spiritual
Wealth delivered by Shaykh Husain Abdul Sattar with additional notes and references by
Ahsan Syed.]

When an individual has wealth, heLINI @ SNX» | S F2NESGa 6KSi
protects it according to its value because it iNJ { QF K 2 NJ F2dzNIH KT | 002
more likely to be involved in theft. The levelschool of thought he will follow the solution

of security for his wealth will be proportional best fitted to his specific scenario.

to the amount of wealth he possesses. Spiri- First ScenarioThis is the first time a

GdzZl £ 6SIFHEtGK 62y SQa IddRikeRi8sSoRcarted i didjrayer, SEIt Ol f &
the same way. The more spiritual wealth aery rarely occurs.

believer has, the risk of theft increases. The Solution: The prayer becomes void,
RATFSNBYOS Ay (KS 0 &idhé&mgusStapeat hi® prayes (Shudunbulak, F & (G K S
thief is always Shaytan. Nur atlldah). The reason why his prayer

One of the many different ways that breaks, even though doubt occurred for the
{KFeldly RAAdaz2ft@Sa I firstSime & dEchiSeihe @limdstirgveriias A a4 0 @

placing doubt within his mind. The type ofdoubts. So if he does become uncertain it will
R2dzo i OFyYy 0SS | & YAY 2ddlsé Bm t& Bedestéss yd& mijdafatlcokiht,K Q &
he has prayed to something as severe adid it not count, and so on). By making his
doubting the existence of Allah. The doubtgprayer up, he is saved from further whispers
placed by Shaytan, almost always, are comf Shaytan.
YySOGSR (2 GKS RSSy® C2 NSecbhndaScéngfi@these &ikls 6f2 y Qi
ever be uncertain as to whether we ate lunclrR2 dzo 1a 2 00dzNJ 2F Sy odzi 021
G2RIe@ 2NJ y2(3xX 0dzi R Bedzasimare cerfaihtypof oaeRoger thie Sthelk I @ S
gdzRdzQ 2NJ y2Gé | NRAAS | dzi B&8utich:THe Kilf go withkile o1& hdk 2 dzo (0 &
can completely dissolve the spiritual effect ois more certain of. (Example: His mind is
Yy WAOIRIK® ¢ Kdzd ( KSnore N&thilK Sfihavihd compldted Khreé dzLJ2 y
him be peace and blessings) said: NI {FWFHKazs KS akKzdzZ R GKSy ai
gVl dichabes Third ScenarioSimilar to the above
d.eave that which gives you doubt for that Where doubts occur often, but the difference
g KAOK 3IA@Sa @&2dz iyhat peigfityify, ie. he has absolutely
6CANVARKA FyR bY&AIRRelp Fda G2 SKAOK NI 1FWHK
This one statement not only helps Solution: Here he will go to lesser of
with dayto-day affairs (like having misgiv-the two because there is no doubt in it.
ings/suspicions about others), it also be{Example: He is certain that he completed his .
comes a key principle in many juristic rulings? S ©2 Yy R NI 1 I Wl K2 KS Aa 2dzad
For example, a person is performing the zuhk A @ U KANR NI} 1 FWFHK 2N AF KS
NF1FWYIFK YR Ada y2¢g 2y KAa 7
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the lesser of the two which is start his thirdwhatsoever. Rather he should allow it to pass
NI {FWFEKD ' faz2s KS a&n@ dghicRy chahge his giiRd taN$®ething G K S
GFrakKFIKKdzR Ay GKS GKAGGR NI 1FWFK G2 SyadaNB GKI G
KS R2Sa y20 YAiaa (GKS A pesoh may drguekifanNiiskndthod S
should perform sajdah sahw also.) (Hindi, ateaches closenindedness; we live in a free
a dz¥{ | -BdruNp | f and socalled intellectual society. We should

After quickly ascertaining which sce-not only be able to ponder about this, but
nario the individual is in, he must immedi-also have open discussions with each other.
ately go to the solution without entertaining This argument has some credibility, no doubt,
the doubt. Doubt from Shaytan is like baitbut the reality is that there are some things
given to a fish. The moment an individuathat if they are treaded, their outcome is of
begins to entertain it, Shaytan has alreadybsolutely no benefit; only harm comes from
caught him, and whatever worship he is init. For example, a person wants to go and
volved in spiritually dissolves because ha G yR Ay (GKS YARRES 2F (KS
spends the rest of the prayer agitated notcountry, he can do it. In fact, his tgayer
1y26Ay3a 6KAOK NI | I Winkneyh8lpedibaild ify gedow had Engre of &F G S NJ
prayer he begins to question whether hisright to carry it out. Firstly, not even an idiot
prayer was valid or not. would do such a thing. And secondly, even

This scenario is a minor one combefore the police come and arrest him, some
pared to a person doubting the existence otruck will run him over and kill him. By tread-
Allah. It is unfortunate to say, but today manying this philosophical path which leads to
are involved in this problem, especially theR2dzotia Ay | LISNR2yQa RSSy:
Muslim youth. They go to colleges and unirather challenging, Shaytan to come and run
versities and take classes like philosophizim over, and the reality is that Shaytan
where the first thing the teacher says isthats 2 y Qi S@Sy KSaixdl iSo
everything is garbage until you bring logical Doubt has no basis whatsoever in
proofs. First of all, a student should nottakd. & f I Y® ¢ KS v dzZNRIy S@Sy aidl n
such classes until his fundamentals are com-t S G ¢ KA & A& (GUKS 02213 Ay
pletely grounded. Even after having a soli®R 2 dzo (GBagarah- Z:2). And as beautifully
0FasS KS aK2dzZ R adAft fstaled® th& Msserer bf VAllaN (ugohirF A QA K |
SPSYy a4l ARI daeé NYz AydS NBSIIQGRAVARI S SRIEG2MBHSE0ZT 4
kalam (theology and phllosophy) is that theyand the haram is clear, and in between them
0S 0SFHGSY 6AGK &0GA Olate ambigRousanhaifers lwhiéhXréany IpeofeNS I
scholar such as himself would not have saido not know. Whoever guards himself from
this unless he was certain that its harmghe ambiguous matters has secured his deen
greatly outweigh its benefits. The biggestnd his honor, and whoever falls into the am-
harm found is that it creates doubt withintheo A 3dz2 dz&A YI GGSNB gA&ft FlLf€ )
person. This person may leave lIslam, cari and Muslim).

spend his whole life doubting his deen.
It is common though, that doubtfu Rasulullah (sallallahu alaihi wasalla

iK2daKia NBIFNRAy3 |t f@dﬂresﬁﬁﬂ$5§na%(BA)|and§ﬂQ\| 2y Qa

mind, especially if he is a believer becauss thContinue spendifgg (in t
Aa {KFedlyQa 32+t plaand ﬂwnomgtm%andmpqrdsore bELIS NA 2 Y
out of the fold of Islam. If a person has suf Allah will count and give

thoughts, he should not entertain the you. o0 (Bukhalpi)
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How the Prophet Relates
to Your Challenges

Reehab Ramadan

Many times we may fall into thinking enough to remember his mother clearly, he
that Allah doesn't love us because of the trithen lost her to death as well. Imagine the
als that we are put through, but as a mercyemotional pain he must have fek having
Allah has sent us an example that we caalready grown up without ever having con-
emulate and an opportunity for us to relatetact with his own father, his mother was now
to the Prophet on many different levelsgone as well. But he persevered and carried
through our trials. As we go through the lifeon with life. The other strong parental con-
of the Prophet and see the many hardshipgection he made was with his grandfather.
he endured we can begin to connect to hinHis grandfather loved him dearly and Prophet
on a more personal level. We can see that hMlohammed looked to him as a father figure.
was human: when cut he would bleed, wherHowever, not long after his mother's death,
put in difficult situations he would feel emo- his grandfather passed away as well.
tional pain- but regardless, he continued to
strive in the way of Allah and kept his eye orHave you ever lost a parent or even both
the ultimate goal, pleasing Allah and enteringparents?The Prophet could relate.

Jannah. Prophet Mohamed continued to

The Prophet's life began with a heftyresiliently carry on. After the death of his
trial. He entered into the world as an orphan.grandfather, he went to live with uncle Abu
Not only is this hard in the general sense beFaalib and built a strong relationship with
ing that the lack of a father could affect hishim that would be a vital aid to him in his
confidence and would undoubtedly effect theyears of calling to Islam.
way he lived, but it was even more difficult When the Prophet received the mes-
because of the culture he was born into. Hesage and began to preach, he was faced with
entered into a culture where lineage meantanother great trial. He was ridiculed, taunted,
everything and orphans were dishonored. Foand accused of being a mad man by many of
anyone who started off life in a manner thathis community members. These were people
was culturally unacceptablebe it a disability whom he once happily interacted with,
or a lineage issue take comfort in the fact shared joyous moments with, and simply
that our beloved endured the same tribula-lived life with.
tions as you, and he overcame it by the will of
Allah. Have you ever lost a child or been given the

Without a father, our Prophet only news that you will not be able to have chil-
had his mother cling to. When he developediren?The Prophet could relate.

an emotional connection to her, and was old
20 (Vol.13, No: 165)
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At the time of the Prophet , having Prophet , passed away without accepting Is-
male children was seen to be essential. Havam and turning to Allah in full submission.
ing daughters was a waste of money andhe Prophet tried hard to get him to accept
sometimes even a shame. Men disliked it stslam, but his pride and attachment to his
much that they would take their young forefather's religion did not allow him to ut-
daughters and bury them alive, hoping thater the words of acceptance before he re-
the next child their wife would bear would beturned to Allah.

a son. In the midst of all this, the Prophet had
no sons that lived passed childhood. His coniHave you ever been turned away from those
munity had no sympathy towards him andwhom you love while only trying to benefit
would call him Abtaar (cut off). Imagine havthem? The Prophet could relate.
ing lost a son who meant the world to you Humiliation, kicking out, physical
and not only having to put up with the inter- hurt, verbal taunts, and so many other pains
nal grief of the loss, but also the communitywere inflicted upon the Prophet throughout
stigma and hurtful words. But still, he re-his life, making him a person we can relate to
mained steadfast. in almost every trial of our life. The above are
just glimpses of the pains he felt in his life,
Have you, or someone you are close to, evelet he was always content, always at peace.
been accused of something you did not do?His peace was internal, and bestowed upon
Has your name been blotched by false ru-him by AsSalam, the One who is peace and
mors and untruthful tongues?The Prophet He who bestows peace. Often times we think,
could relate. ‘I've been through so muchno one under-

While the Prophet was married to stands, no one can help me.' Think again. The
our Mother, Aisha , a heaghaking occur- Prophet went through so much in his life and
rence took place. A man whom the father ofcontinued to hold strong. He can relate to the
Aisha supported and helped on a regular bggain and the heartbreak you are going
sis accused our beloved mother of a great sithrough, he knew where to turn for help. He
and a great shame. Imagine, one of the mosurned to Allah the most high. Take comfort
beloved people to you is accused of beingn the fact that the Prophet can relate to you.
unfaithful. Rumors spread about her, feelingg-ollow his lead and turn to the only One who
were hurt, and hearts were shattered. Evencan bring everlasting peace, and have faith in
tually her innocence was proven by a directhe fact that this alone will relieve your pain.
revelation from Allah, the most high, and her

honor restored. / 2y G QR FTNRY L} 38

Y had h | OIworId his nears and dears were treated with
ave you had someone that you loved ..o sness and bestiality but the sphere of

deepl)c; rheturn to Allar; V‘I"thOUt having ﬁc' general forgiveness never shrank for them.
cepted the Message of Islam, no matter Wea N D2ROA AL 185 GKAY]

hard you tried to convince them?The your life has any relation with the pious life of

Prophet COUI: relate. d i the Iif fthe Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam)? You
Another great sadness in the life ofo\.i, 15 |ove the Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi

the Prophet Mohammed was the death of hiSWasallam) but will this claim stand without a

beloved Uncle. It was not just the death O;Eroof? Are then the words of devotion that

the Prophet's _uncle that was saddening, bu our tongues utter, insincere and meaning-
the fact that this man that was so close to the, .-
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Believers as They Stand
Betore God

The believer is one who believes andReal; other times, they are anxious in fear of
trusts, one with prospects for a secure futurethe Divine, shivering in the thrill of such a
who is trustworthy to others. S/he is a monu-splendid reunion. They see through the mist
mental figure marked by a special distinctiorand smoke of hatred and revenge; they do
imbued with contrasting colors, one withinnot feel the thunder, gusts and waves of jeal-
the other. Throughout their lives, believersousy or slander that hit their soul and dis-
bind all their actions to the consideration thatperse, nor are they depressed by palpitations
God is watching them; they always act in &rom the misery caused by adverse circum-
refined and courteous mannewvhether in stance. They are in a lofty Presence, and all
the presence of God alone or in the companyncompatibilities are deleted from their
of otherswhich is enviously admired by all.imaginations and thoughttheir hearts, spir-
Their feelings are vast and deep, and theits, and feelings are purified and clear. Verily,
stand with politeness; good conduct, respectthere can be no other condition for those
and kindness are their main attributes. Evenvho cleanse themselves of impurities several
if their lives are at stake, or they face opprestimes a day. There can be no rips in the can-
sion or slander, they never deign to behaveras of their graceful souls as long as their in-
crudely and act only in lawful salefense. ner spheres have been filled with bliss that
Believers are exceptional, for they display adescends from beyond; their behavior corre-
elegance and profundity that arises from thesponds to the affluence and wisdom thereof.
awareness of their status as servants of God'heir path is welket, their destination lofty,
they are as kind as much as they are cautiouand none of these are to be bartered for.
fully conscious of what they say and do; theWith commitment to their faith, they ac-
avoid frivolity in all matters, while maintain- knowledge the great ones as great, and the
ing calm and lenience with a generous hearsmaller ones as a rose to be smelled with

M. Fethullah Gulen

open to all. compassion. Everything is classified properly
Believers have hearts that are richin the taxonomy of values.
and spacious with room and prosperity Believers maintain their distance

enough to welcome all, offering bowls of lovefrom plans and projects that are unrelated to
and embracing others with compassion. Thetheir high ideals, confused thoughts that do
share the blessings of their closeness to Gadbt ultimately lead to the Supreme One, pro-
with those with whom their paths cross, andfane behavior, or empty words and consid-
strive to inspire their souls. One can see thererations. They are active in thinking when
at times joyous, even intoxicated withthey are silent; their speech is remembrance
dreams of the day they will encounter theand all of their outward and inward faculties
22 (Vol.13, No: 165)
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are locked onto the One. They are complaieorporeality, but are soulful and absorbed in
sant, as deep and pure as an angel ready tbe truth that lies beyond. They do not allow
soar. Their motivation is heaspinning, but their hearts to be hidden in their bodies or
respectful toward the Exalted Station totheir spirits trampled under their corpses.
which they have turned; they are judiciousThey seek a prophetic dignity and protection
enough not to prioritize their personal plansfrom sin. Champions of discipline, believers
or projects as highly as an ideal. Their eyemre content with the pleasures and tastes
observe the horizons; their endeavors arewithin the lawful domain they outperform
powerful enough to pierce mountains. Believtheir carnal selves and sensuality, reach the
ers are men and women of insight, and whileespective horizons of their spirit and over-
they are stimulated by an intense desire tocome each obstacle with one single move,
introduce the beautiful patterns of belief to God willing.
others, they are also aware of the necessary Believers are so firmly determined to
subtlety their works involve. represent good conduct and prevent mischief
Believers make their brief lifetimesand hideousness that they race beside the
long enough to build this world and to investangels, who say, "Atlorified You are (in that
in the next. They do not waste even theYou are absolutely above having any defect
smallest of the many innate blessings beer doing anything meaningless, and Yours are
stowed upon them; they do not busy them-all the attributes of perfection). We have no
selves with useless things that promise nothknowledge save what You have taught us.
ing for this world or the world to come. TheySurely You are the Alnowing, the AlWise."
can give away all that has been bestowed oBuch believers never abuse the blessings that
them for the pleasure of the One while scru-are innately bestowed in contradiction to the
pulously making sure a single penny is ngiurpose of their creation; they are loyal and
wasted. They pay strict attention to right-God honors them with His company in turn.
eousness and to what is lawful and what is Existence per se is a trust to every
forbidden. All that they do, they do within individual, and it is to be equipped with noble
the framework of raising the glory of the human values. Aspiring to Heaven, having the
hySQa yIYSs a2 GKI{ chpadty, i@dizhy e methddite@ sftain theS 02 Y S
heavenly waterfalls and rivers. They live catsame, and potentially being able to encoun-
tiously and thoughtfully, searching for possiter the beauty of the On¢hese are each a
ble means to convert one drop into an oceartrust bestowed to human beings in order to
or claim the sun with an atom. They strive teset them on the path determined by the Al-
eternalize transient things. mighty Creator. Committing sins, straying
Believers love for the sake of thefrom the path, and leading a life of sensuality
One; they breathe love and kindle love albre treacherous acts that crush such innate
around. They rush to stop tears and agonybhlessings; they delight the devils and embar-
they apply antidotes to pain, they transformrass the residents of the Divine Abode.
weeping to laughter, moaning to praise, and Believers of mature faith use their
storms of fire to breezes of pleasure. Theynitial gifts as a means to attain further bless-
scream to stop the screams of the world andngs of servanthood to God, His proximity,
their tears flow like rivers. They develop selfand His good pleasure, as an indication of
esteem only if it means something to otherstheir true identity. Those with weak or non-
thus preferring "us" over "me." They are notexistent faith cannot comprehend the gifts or
selfish but altruistic; they are not drowned intheir meaning, and thus cannot benefit from
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them in the course of belief, di-

vine knowledge, and love; they ,//

will be deprived from secondary !
and eternal favors. I
The latter group not only :
neglects the afterlife, but its con-
stituents are discontent in this life |
as well. They must endure many !
additional problems and their lack !
of faith leads to depression. They
destroy their own peace with hys- |
teria and paranoia, and transform
this world, which is an aisle to the
illuminated realms beyond, into
Hell. They cannot truly love oth-
ers; they hate them and hatred is
what they receive in return. They
agonize with avarice and lament
with longing for what they cannot
obtain. They tremble out of fear
of death and undergo many tribu-
lations in order to live longer, fre-
quently leading to health prob-
lems and mental disorder. White ,
becomes black, good becomes)
bad, and vice versa. Those who!
do not think like them are ene- !
mies and traitors. Nightmares of i
betrayal engulf their sleep, caus- ,
ing even more suffering, as the |
seeds of the Hell in their con- |
science bring about the experi- !
ence of the actual Hell in ad—:
:

1

1

1

1

1

vance.
True believers, on the
other hand, ameliorate each favor
in abundance, like an ear of grain
producing as many as seven, sev-
enty, or severhundred more 1
grains. Each of these favors be-1
comes a staircase ascending to,
the One, a ramp to attain His good ,
pleasure. Then believers march to |
their destination together with
the inheritors of the Heavens.
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The fashion world of today has a very
narrow definition of beauty. It restricts
beauty :
facial makeup. The reality is that these
superficial things have nothing to: do with
beauty. The inner and outer beauty has

eds dr es

been taught to us by Islam.

nes out i

with real values.

make a pu

Among the aspects of inner beayty, which

n a pers

heart of pride, jealousy, and greed. All
the outer beauty of a woman will be insig-
nificant if her tongue is loose and wicked,

If she loses her temper all the tine or her
heart is full ofdifleelings and hatred.

The mere sight of her, despite hdr striking
outer beauty, will provoke hatred in the
hearts of those around her. Islarn alone
teaches us real beauty and purity, where
the inside and outside are both beautified

Islam even teaches us how to preserve our
beauty. If Allah has favoured one with
natural outer beauty, then the best way of
expressing gratitude is to conceal this
beauty from the eyes of all strarige men.

bliic dis

Is the height of ingratitude for this gift.

e - —
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Hurt by Others:
How to Cope & Heal

Yasmin Mogahed

When | was growing up, the worldthe first or the last to feel pain or be
was a perfect place. The only problem wasyronged. We need to look at those who
GKFdG AG sFayQio L dzéas® beforg us,adSstudy $n@iSstrugdies, and S 3 S NE nt
GKAYy3 O2dz R | f gl &a otheir HlirhphdNd we deed ® rdcdghizé Y S| y i
no one should ever be wronged, and if theyhat growth never comes without pain, and
were, justice must be served. | fought hardsuccess is only a product of struggle. That
for the way | believed things should be. But irstruggle almost always includes withstanding
my struggle, | overlooked a fundamentaland overcoming the harms inflicted by oth-
truth about this life. In my childish idealism, lers.
failed to understand that this world is inher- Recalling the shining examples of our
ently imperfect. So we will always mess upprophets will remind us that our pain is not
And in those mesaps, we will inevitably hurt isolated. Remember that Prophet Nuh was
others, knowingly, and unknowingly, inten-abused by his people for 950 years. The
tionally and unintentionally. The world wouldv dzNJ y G Sff & dzayY d. STF2NB (K
not always be fair. Noah rejected (their apostle): they rejected

Does that mean we stop strugglingh dzNJ & SNBI yiX FyR &l ARXZ Wi
against injustice, or give up on Truth? O SaaSRHQX YR KS g+ a RNAROGS
course not. But it means we must not hold54:9) Nuh was abused so much that he finally
this world ¢ and others¢ to an unrealistc ¢ O f f SR 2y KAa [2NRY WL I|Y
Al yRFNR® . dzii (K GQac¢ k2dr (K Sy kS {SU aceVas 0l Qs Ry2v dzN
we live in a world so flawed, where people let Or we can call to mind how the
us down, and even our own family can brealProphet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallamyjas
our heart? And perhaps, hardest of all, howpelted with stones, until he bled, and how
do we learn to forgive when we have beerthe companions were beaten and starved. All
wronged? How do we become strong, with-of this harm was at the hands of others. Even
out being hard, and remain soft, without be-the angels understood this aspect of human
ing weak? When do we hold on, and whemature ¢ before we even came to be. When
can we let go? When does caring too muchillah told the angels that He would create
become too much? And is there such a thingumanity, their first question was about this

as loving more than we should? harmful potential of humans. Allah tells us:
To begin to find these answers, wead . SK2f RX (K& [2NR al AR (2
have to first take a step outside our ownONB I 6 S  @GAOSISNBYy G o6KdzYly

lives. We need to examine whether we aret KSé& al ARY W2 Af{d ¢K2dz L} I O
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will make mischief therein and shed. dzi ¢KI G0 KI LILISya sKSYy 6SQ0:
0f 22RKQé 6vdzZNDIF Y HYand stil we have been hurt or wronged by
This potential of humanity to commit others ¢ as will also inevitably happen? How
horrific crimes against each other is a sadan we do what is the hardest? How can we
reality of this life. And yet many of us are sdearn to forgive? How can we learn to mend
blessed. Most of us have not had to face theur scars and continue being good to people,
type of calamities that others have enduredeven when they are not good to us?
throughout time. Most of us will never have In the story of Abu Bakr (RA), is a
to watch as our families are tortured or killed.beautiful example of exactly that. After his
And yet, there are few of us who could saydaughter, "Ayesha (RA), was slandered in the
we have never been hurt, in one way or anworst way, Abu Bakr (RA) found out that the
other, at the hands of someone else. So alman who began the rumor was Mistah, a
though most of us will never have to knowcousin who Abu Bakr had been supporting
the feeling of starving to death or standingfinancially. Naturally Abu Bakr withheld the
helpless as our homes are destroyed, most atharity he had been giving the slanderer.
us will know what it means to cry from aSoon after, Allah revealed the following ayah:
wounded heart. G SG y24 (GK2a$S Fry2y3a &2dz ¢
Is it possible to avoid this? To somewith grace and amplitude of means resolve
degree, | think it is. We can never avoid alby oath against helping their kinsmen, those
pain, but by adjusting our expectation, ourin want and those who migrated in the path
response, and our focus, we can avoid mucbf Allah. Let them forgive and overlook. Do
devastation. For example, putting our entireyou not wish that Allah should forgive you?
trust, reliance, and hope in another person isndeed Allah is offorgiving, most Merci-
unrealistic and just plain foolish. We have tof dzf ®¢ o6 v dzZNQI yX HRnYHHU | LR2Y
remember that humans are fallible and! 6dz . F{NJ NBaz2f SR GKI G KS
therefore, our ultimate trust, reliance, and forgiveness, and so he not only continued to
hope should only be put in Allah. Allah saygjive the man money, he gave him more.
AXoK2SOSNI NB2S0Oia SGAft This Bpe of ofghebadSisiat theyleryl f f | K
has grasped the most trustworthy handholdheart of being a believer. In describing these
that never breaks. And Allah is Hearing and St AS@SNAR>X ! ffFK aleay aly
YY2gAy3a 2F |t {KAY Iraotes heinousdai® land >abomiviationgg @nd Yy 2 6 T
ing that Allah is the only handhold that neveiwho, whenever they are moved to anger,
breaks, will save us from much unneededNS I RAf & FT2NHAGSPE O6v dzNDI Yy
disappointment. The ability to readily forgive should
And yet this is not to say that we be driven by an awareness of our own flaws
should not love or that we should love less. land mistakes towards others. But most of alll,
is how we love that is important. Nothingour humility should be driven by the fact that
should be our ultimate object of love, exceptwe wrong Allah every single day of our lives,
Allah. Nothing should come before Allah irwhen we sin. Who are we compared to Al-
our hearts. And we should never come to dah? And yet, Allah, Master of the universe,
point where we love something, other thanforgives by day and by night. Who are we to
Allah, in such a way, that it would be impossiwithhold forgiveness? If we hope to be for-
ble to continue life without it. This type of given by Allah, how can we not forgive oth-
Wi 20SQ Aa y2i t20S3 exd is fodihidzreasonethaw tReNRréphet] | y
3

I A
causes nothing but pain. I 2y 0QR 2y L3k o

R
S
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The Great Debate

| bn 6Abbas with the Khawar.i

Taken from alSilsilah atSahihah (5/1213) by atA |l b a n i and MuneSalaf,bar at aodin
p.8991.

Translator: Abbas Abu Yahya

Loy W! o660l a Yyl NNI GSRYcaring for themselves]. So, | greeted them

When the Haruriyyah (the Khawarij) rebelled] y R G KS& alARX a2 Sf02YSz 2
they isolated themselves in a place. Ther¢ YR ¢ KI G A& GKA& Of 211 &2dz
were 6000 of them and they were united inL | &1 SRX a2 K4 RSTFAOASyOe
NEoStftAy3a F3IFAyad WmérAinbdeed, Rshw the dessskigeréof Alds 2 LI S
g2dz R 02YS (G2 W A |JRAdzBKRYI KdeKslf S¢e RANI RF RKB &2
Believers, verily these people are rebellingvhat you can find in Yemeni clothing, then |
F3FAyaild @&2dzbé recited this verse

'S ¢g2dAZ R NBLX 83 da[ SI3ags "Wh& Bay orbidiénNthefadorninentdok £ £y 2 U
fight them until they fight me and that is Allah which He has produced for His servants

gKI G GKSe& gAff R2®¢ andthe good things of provision?" [Surah al

{2 6KSy AG OFrYS (G2 O(RNITRI®Yow8 OFYS (2 WA
0ST2NB GKS y22y LNl eSSy yRKSeallAMR SiRE KA2YEl @ h K| ¢
Leader of the Believers, delay the prayer untk S NB K ¢

it is cooler perhaps | will speak to these peot (2t R GKSYX aL KIF @S 0O2Y¢€
LI Soé amongst the companions of the prophet Sal-

'S alARY a+SNARf&3 L [EIShu Wkl dvashlldngtidzdtuhajirun and

L &aFARXZ abSOSNH L dzatBeRAnsa2and fom th¢ 8od yf the ancle of YI Yy 2 F
322R YIYYSNBI L Yy SJSiNg plophethSaliRIabu ylgitR Wasalanli),

He gave me permission to go. So, | put onwho is his sosin-law. And upon them de-

very nice garment, the best of what onescended the Quran; they are more knowl-

could get from Yemen and | combed my hairdgeable about it than you and there is not

Then, | visited them at midday while theyone of them (the companions) amongst you. |

were eating. have come to convey to you what they say,

| had entered upon a people, the likes of yR (12 O2y@Seé (2 GKSY 6KI {
whom | had never seen with regards to theit 3ANR dzLJ | Y2y 3ald G(KSY &l ARX
exertion in worship. Their foreheads werewith the Quraysh because verily Allah, (Azza

wounded due to (constant) prostration (inwa Jal) says:

prayer) and their hands had become rougiNay! But they are a quarrelsome people.

like camels' feet, wearing recently washed[Surah alZukhruf, 43:58]

untidy shirts with very high raised clothingThen a group of them turned towards me and

and with tired and worn out faces [duetonotii g2 2 NJ GKNBS 2F GKSY &l ARY
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ALISEF] G2 KAY®DE manded the people to judge in this matter.

{2 L alrARZ a/2YS T2 N®plyouwRst ugastand theasayink & AIRINIZR 3 S
you have against the companions of the A ¢l ol N1 o ¢FQFtlFo Y

fll KQa YSaaSy3asSN yR Omyou?,wh@ belfeve,2d® nokkillsdthe gayn® t S
ow! f ADKE while you are in a state of lhram, and whoso-

¢tKS® yagSNBRXZ a¢ KNDB&erpiyagu Kills & imentionally, then the pen-

L Fal1SRZ a! yR gKI G I agBis dnkofesingéequivalent to the one he

¢tKSe& &FARZ dahy$S 27T (kiMed, aspadged Bygwo just meéhmroiig yeuS 6 wW! f A
had men judge in a matter of Allah while Al{Surah aMa’idah, 5:95]

lah says: And it is from the judgment of Allah that He

The judgment is for none but Allah. [Surah aldelegated men to judge in this matter. If Al-

Iy QYSE cYptT YR { dzNJ Igh willedakteEould haveyjudged in this Gat-

G2 KIFd KFE@S YSy 32§ t@rbutealoned ek tojidges 2dzR3IAn
YSyaKé | ask you by Allah, is it better that men judge

L &FARZ Ga¢KAA A& 2y Sinsomathyng eegarding reconciliation in dis-

¢KSe &lFARX a! a ¥F2N (pues and & orevgniing blimdshed or regadSy K S

fought and he did not take captives nor didh Y 3 G KS KdzyiGAy3 2F + NI 0OAU
he take the war booty. If they were disbelievt KS€& al ARXZ ah¥ O2dzNA SPa K Aa
ers, then their captives are permissible forugt ! YR NBEIF NRAYy3I | 62Yly | yR

and if they were believers then their captivegAllah says):

are neither permissible to take nor was it aldf you fear a breach between the husband

tf26SR G2 FAIKG GKSY and wife (app8int TR Rdittatorsfone &ré&m o £

L alFlARZ &G¢KAa Aa (K Sistabilpang Re oty fromihers. [Byakalg K G A &
GKS GKANR LRAY(IKE hNIAKRS QX "RoPBYSUHKAYI EAAYAT

lar. GLa y20 YSy 2dzZRIAYy3I Ay NBC

¢KS& &FARI 41 S &K2dzank in ths prevendon df iodstierl bettg 2 F

W[ SFRSNJ 2F éadzﬁY?X\ WhBErdER jodgirg Iregarding thef private parts

YR AT KS Aa y2i 0K apyodanR $lae wer finigheds with $isA S G S NE& ¢
iKSy KS xa GKS W[ SLREMIOKRE G(KS 5Aa6StASon
SNEQ &I FANRIYD d¢ ¢tKS& NBLI ASRI &, Sao¢

L F31S8SRS 452 &2dz KI ¢S Al WRILIBA AG F 2NI REMING @1y G S
iKSasSKé did not take captives and did not take war

¢tKS8 NBLX ASRY a¢KSa502NBE2QFFKXKDN Sy a dzf RNR zeizodi | | ¢
L atAR (2 GKSYX 6452 L&RUWZYUFRENARAKYRZIGKAGE A®F LI/

read to you from the book of Allah (Azza wanissible for yourselves for that which you

Jal) and from the Sunnah of His prophet Samake permissible from other than her while

lallahu Alaihi Wasallanthat which refutes 8 KS A& &2dzNJ Y2GKSNK LT &2dz
GKI G @2dz alez gAtf &miskblg fkofyher KBt wbichgve ake BB1- 0 K ¢
¢tKS® &FARI &, Saoé YAaaArofS FTNRY 20$KSN) GKFy K¢
L alFARY da'!'a T2N) 82dRNRMVXxGESYRYRBRAGKS A SH ® 4! VKR RA-
men judge in a matter that was for Allah;y 2 G 2 dzNJ Y2 i KSNE ¢ (GKSy &2dz K
then | will read to you from the book of Allah,ted disbelief:

where Allah has delegated His judgment td'he prophet is closer to the believers than

men regarding the eighth of a quarter of atheir own selves, and his wives are their
RANKEFY® £ K 6¢lF ol mahgrs. [Suahahbza03I36] 0 O2 Ym
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! yR a2 @&2dz F NB 0S{ dmiSgSigance ksl thé Blzhajirdint énd ARsR 3 0

ments. So, which of them do you want tofought them.

GFr1SK 1 @3S 6S TAYAAKBRODINR KR -RakzaqUl Bskbpak:Kos

¢KSe NBLX ASRI a, Sadéadzaalyytr T 6mycrty-Bakm! E§ YFI R OW
alta F2N) W fA NBY2OA WA5005R)S IbniAbdidl § NIJF A W[ BARRSMI ¥
.STtASOPSNB QS GKSy L galfiy WAifoded/agdradames.i KAy 3 GKI i
will please you; verily, the prophet of AllahThe Reference for this Narration

contracted an agreement with the MushrikinNarrated by aDarimi in his Sunan (1/689)

(the disbelievers of Quraysh) on the Day of YR o6& . F£§aKIf AyY ¢F NR]K
Hudaybiyyah, and the prophet Sallallahdion is reported on the authority of ‘Amr Ibn

Alaihi Wasalland AR (2 W! f oY Salma and authenticated by-Albani.

2NRGSS 2K WIEAY ¢KRA ahefeare aihkrindrratiandzif thiy’ sfdryRIthas (i K S
messenger of Allah, agrees with. been narrated by:

¢tKSe8> (GUKS adzZAKNA|loyIMBIARE WLEFI B SL q wud B2z X @
be the messenger of Allah, we would nofp.428)

KFIgS FT2dz3Ka @2dzdQ { 24 00 KISo dY S a5 Aaviypay Bshf &1 KK I §
Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallagaid: 381).

Oh Allah, indeed You know that | am YouB) alTabrani in aKabir, (9/125126)

YSAaSyaSN®» 9NI asS AdxnoWWRIZRqih MNEssamdMI5IW)Y ¢KAa Aa
GKI G adzKlIYYFR Loy W! 5 RiHhythani warratéiNilS i Mu'jdrhJaly” ©

L asSFENI oe !'ffl K (Kladaidi(®BB1)yYSaaSy3aIsSNI 2F !l K
Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallalma o0 S G S NJal KFI2yNJ WIKISA v FReddaqaddaly 2 T W! ¢
and even he erased his own name, and era3-abrani, it has been authenticated by- al

ing his name does not erase his prophetHaythamiin: Mujam a2l 6+ QARZI O MKMYy M0 @

hood. ¢CKS YINNIYiA2Yy -Rlfatwasdz bl A QY
| 1 @S 6S FAYAAKSR gAGIKBIWKNIASRRAY (KES | dzK2NRAG@ 2
¢tKS® &FARZI &, Saoe This story has many other narrations in al

So 2,000 of them came back while the rest dfabir and some of them were authenticated
them rebelled and fought, based upon theirby alHaythami.

HAPPY HOMES PRODUCE HAPPY CHILDREN |

Happy couples make happy homes. Happy homes produce happy cr‘q'ildren. Happy
in turn form happy communities. Happy communities make the world la better place
in. Everything starts off with us as a couple. We are the foundation of the home. If w
the home to be disciplined then the community will be disciplined. If our domestic i
order then our |ife outside the home
and sensitive. I
They very quickly sense any form of tension that may exist between us as parent
adults daily we may fight and argue, forgive and forget, and our I|ves continue as n
However when it comes to children, any form of abuse that takes plaoe in their pres
a major negative impact on their minds and life as a whole. Thus as qarents it is img
that we maintain a happy and friendly environment within our’home.
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Hunting For Mistakes
And The Vulture Culture -
Destroying Correct Cultivation

Words from Shaykh Muhammad Nasir ud 2 2 NR & FTNRY { Q1 § AK W160/R dzt
o Rd i

Din alAlbani: Wl zZf tFK A0y . I1Y
In the name of Allah, the Most Mer- G2 KFEd KFra o6S02YS 02YYZ2y
ciful, the Most Compassionate: age, is that many of those who ascribe them-

G A&0SY Yé 0NERGK Seles taknawkedg®hal&iing to lgaod fath S
you and other youths like you, who standinto belitting many of their brothers who are
upon a type of deviatiom as it seems to us, well-known preachers, and speaking against
and Allah knows best that do not waste the honour of the students of knowledge and
your time in refuting each other, saying thatthe preachers. This is done sometimes se-
such and such has this in him, and such aratetly in their circles, sometimes on cassettes
such has that in him. This is because; firstlyhich are then circulated amongst the peo-
there is no knowledge at all in this, and secple, or sometimes publicly mentioned in their
ondly: this mannerism only breeds enmitygatherings in the mosques. And this matter
and hatred in the hearts, and causes conepposes the command of Allah and His Mes-
tempt and rancour to develop in the hearts.a SY 3SNJ FNRY | ydzYoSNI 2F Iy
So it is upon you to seek knowledge. It iserely advise those brothers who have fallen
knowledge that will make clear to you theinto slandering and maligning the preachers,
reality of the speech which is in praise of dhat they should repent to Allah, the Most
particular person having many mistakes, andiigh, for what they have written with their
whether he is deserving of being labelled aswn hands, and what they have said with
an innovator. Yet why do we wish to delvetheir own tongues; which may have been a
into such issues. Indeed | advise you not toause for corrupting the hearts of some of
delve into such issues. The reality is that wéhe youths; filling their hearts with hatred
complain about this splitting which has oc-and malice, and preccupying them away
curred between those who ascribe them-from acquiring beneficial knowledge and call-
asSt@gSa G2 GKS RI Qg Kingite AllhK ecause afibeirg ydkcuptied S & dzy
nah ¢ or as we say, al | Q g-balafijggah, with gil and gal (gossiping and rumour mon-
the greatest cause of this splitting, and Allatgering); and with speech about this person
knows best, is the following of whims andand that person; and with hunting for the
RS&AANBA yR (GKS S@Af misaked dfpabBea an@ burdehifigIhed with 2 dzf @ L (
not due to the presence of differences inthis. Likewise, | sincerely advise them that
thoughts and ideas. So this is my sincere athey should redress whatever they have

A OS D¢ done, and declare themselves free from the
SilsilatiiHuda wanNur (784/1), dated the likes of these actions, through writing: or
Mald 2F wlkoAQ It | g grhethodsotherthan this.hheyssBolidrengodENI
1993) whatever may have entered the minds and
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thoughts of those who listened to them, andone who does not deserve allegiance, be-

they should take to doing those fruitful ac-cause of concerning himself with these issues

tions that will draw them closer to Allah, andwhich preoccupy him away from knowledge,

which will be of benefit to the worshippers.dzy RSNJ 4§ KS LINBGSEG 2F WOKI YL
They should beware of being hasty in prowhilst this is not the case! Rather, this is part

nouncing takfir, tafsiq or tabdi upon people,of pre-occupying oneself with an issue that

without the truth being explained, and with- does not concern him. If, however, a report

out the proofs being established. Thecomes to you without you having pursued or

t NELIKSGS &t ff | Kdzsoddghtit theik &l pgople reécéive hewy, but a I A RX
W2 K2a2SOSNJ al éa (2 tKeydonod hudy thenSelvés with fit, noddbes S 1

f ASOSNR GKSyYy AG ¢Af fitbdBniedel greatest cdnéedn. PhiB isheK SY P Q ¢ K
authenticity of this hadith has been agreedcause this preccupies the student of knowl-

dzZLR2 y o ¢ edge, corrupts his affair and opens up for the
al2YdzQ ClLal gl g | al |JWdiYIYl Ka ddik S/ B2 N1 R T oA3d20S
(7/311-314), abridged. OKATOoOARRI KUY $gKAOK (KSy alLlX

KitabutkQ L f Y-206)H n n
Words from Shaykh Muhammad Salih ibrtal

Q! GKIFI@YAYY 2 2 NRA FTNRY { KIFI &K W! 0 Rdz
Ghunayman:
aLd Aa SaaSyidAalt F2NI I addzRSyid 2F lyz2étmn
edge to safeguard his time from being Amongst the consequences of the

wasted. And time wasting occurs in a numbeactions of these individuals is that they have

of ways: Firstly, that one leaves committingconfused the thoughts of many of the youth.

to memory and revising what one has readThus, as a result, some youths have strayed

Secondly, that one sits with his friends androm the path of guidance and have begun to

indulges in vain and idle talk which containgollow what those¢ who criticize others, and

no benefit. Thirdly, and this is the mostharmg K2 K| @S aG22R Ay GKS LJ (K
ful of them upon a student of knowledge blocked the path of Allah have drawn up for

that he has no concern except pursuing pecthem. Some of the youth, as a result of those

LX SQa adlGdSySyida ¢AaGirdividudls wihb arifcizaictharg, nowysdhsel@S &t A R
that (ma qgila wa ma gala) and with what ocgreat gap between them and the Scholars,

curred and what is taking place regarding aand now harbour great misgivings, causing

issue that is of no concern to him. And therehem to stay away from the Scholars. Some

is no doubt that this is from a weakness ohave begun to categorize people according to

[his] Islam, since the Prophet, sallallahwhat he hears from these people, saying: so
WEEF@KA gl alftflYZ arddsdREfrond the ikilian, BeEauske heltdfks\k 2 y Q &
good Islam is to leave alone that which doesisits or sits with a person from the ikhwan;

y2i 02y OSNY KAY®dé | yoRthaDstzh arid\§ugh i sir@rg & fsieh addh G K

gila wa gala and excessive questioning arsuch is from the profiterors [i.e. those who
time-wasters. And it is, in reality, a diseasavish to please everybody, even at the ex-

which, when it comes into mag we ask Al- pense of the truth], etc. The amazing thing is

lah for weltbeing ¢ it becomes his greatest that these people imagine that by doing so,

concern. Due to this, he may even sometimethey are applying the methodology of-jalrh

aK2g SyYyYAde oWlFRIVOD Gvatlid QRAL K02 | R26SAOSINSI RSIe K
serve enmity, or show allegiance (wala) tdahis action, ignorant leaders who are mis-
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guided and who misguide others.

Thus, it is upon the Muslim to fear ] 0
Allah regarding himself and those ltamln
poor souls who are not even a "0

quarter, or a tenth of the learned.

There occurs in the au- L "
(KSYGAO KIRAGKE arel - “ e n mm
through you even a single person, '

is better than the choicest of cam-

St adé w-Bukhai (8392),0 &8 | € by Sister Nabeelah Um Nadeem
from Sahl ibn Sa'd, radiallahu
‘anhu] As a Muslim woman who wears the nigaab

Meaning that it is better (faceveil, headscarf, and jilbab), and after much re-
for you in this world. Likewise, search on the subject, | wish to increase awareness
whosoever misguides even a singleamongst sisters to take precaution in preventing vita-
person, will bear a great burden; asmin-D deficiency. We may be at a slightly higher risk
Allah, the Most High, said, after than others due to the lack of sun exposure because of
mentioning the story of one of the the way we dress and due to the fact that many of us
' RF'YQ& OKAf RNBY rhay fafely Igade off hainesd N2 (i K S NJY
. SOldzaS 2F GKI G 2 BeopleNdRd areynSoBtly Suchidtible are those

0KS / KAt RNBY 27 whoishhy Rdpbrs rioktlofi thedtin@, av@arm sunscreen
ever Kills a person, not because of aconstantly, who are vegetarians who cut out all forms
life for a life; or killed a person in of meat including fish...etc, or live in a location that
order to spread corruption upon lacks sufficient sunlight sometimes up to 6 months dur-

the earth, it is as if he has killed theing the winter months.
gK2tS 2T YQusah A Y R®¢ Vitamifi D keeps our bones strong, helps to
5:32] prevent some cancers and benefits the immune sys-

Thus, to send someone tem. Preliminary research suggests it may reduce the
astray in his religion is far far risks of breast, prostate and colon cancer. This vitamin
greater than killing him. So state-is a hormone and is manufactured in the body. It helps
ments regarding matters of religion the body utilize calcium and phosphorous and builds
must be stated along with their bones and teeth.

LINE2F& FTNRY SAUGKSNI Yourfbbdik € only ghéké Jitam#h NbJ under the
the sunnah of His Messenger, salproper conditions. It actually does not take much to do
fFfflKdz WItl &KA séandwillindt Eompfomise oyrRfestiflés) U

when making such statements one It is recommended that you try to find a se-
should seek by that the Face ofcluded place outdoors so that you can expose your face
Allah Alone; and also one shouldand hands to direct sunlight for 10 to 15 minutes only 2
ascertain if the harm resulting from or 3 times a week. (Remember too much sun is not
such speech is not greater than thegood either and overexposure can lead to skin cancer).
0SYSTAGE 2NJ UKI drousvil Béstilikely shanSFatturd @ngughAvitamin D to
not due to envy of a particular indi- meet your needs and because it is agatuble vitamin,
vidual, or due to the following of you can store enough to supply you for days even
2y SQa R$lawa N& Atha- ménths without sun exposure (according to many
ruhu fil Khilaf (334) health specialists and Bill Sardi a health journalist and
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consumer advocate in CA). tors- agents that help inhibit the growth of

It is also advised to take a daily multinew, undesirable blood vessels that tumours
nutrient that contains at least 4001U of vita-require for nutrient supply and growth. Labo-
min D3 (look for the word "cholecalciferol”ratory tests have shown vitamin D to be a
on the label). Try and consume more vitamirpotent angiogenesis inhibitor. Vitamin D also
Drich foods like fish (salmon, sardines andvorks at another stage of cancer develop-
tuna), fish oils, eggs, liver, milk, bran cerealsient. Tumour cells are young, immortal cells
and butter (avoid using margarine, it's liquethat never grow up, mature and die off. Be-
fied plastic). In doing this your skin, nervesgause vitamin D derivatives have been shown
heart, hormonal system, bones, teeth ando promote normal cell growth and matura-
joints will benefit. This also helps minimizetion, drug companies are attempting to engi-
bone loss, leading to osteoporosis. Studieseer patentable forms of vitamin D for anti
have also shown that consistent weight cancer therapy.

bearing exercise also increases bone density So my dear sisters, it does not re-
such as jogging, walking, weighaining, etc. quire a whole lot to avoid vitami®d defi-
(i.e. treadmill's are great!) ciency. Only a small amount of sunlight and/

Rickets and Osteomalacia (adult fornor vitamin D supplements are required. If you
of rickets) is also caused by a lack of vitamido not have the convenience of you own pri-
D in the body. This is when the bones bevacy fencedn yard, try to find a secluded
come increasingly soft making them brittleplace to expose only your face and hands for
and more flexible causing deformity to theabout 15 minutes such as a park for example,
body. Symptoms can include pain in thevhere no one else can see you. Choose the
limbs, spine, throat, and pelvis also amenideast busiest time to go.
and progressive weakness. You do not have to compromise the

Vitamin D is formed in the skin bywearing of nigaab in doing so sisters. Re-
the action of shordwave ultraviolet light. member, even sisters who do not wear
Precursors of vitamin D in the skin are connigaab who live in locations such as Canada,
verted into cholecalciferol, a weak form ofAlaska, etc where you lose much sunlight or
vitamin D3, which is then transported to theeven work indoors most of the day should
liver and kidneys where enzymes convert it tdake these extra precautions in order that we
1,25 dihydroxycholecalciferol, the more po-may all help to keep our bodies healthy.
tent form of vitamin D3. Vitamin D precursors
require cholesterol for conversion into the
hormonevitamin.

Without adequate sun exposure,
vitamin D precursors turn to cholesterol in-
stead of the vitamin. Fagoluble vitamin D
supplements are available. Vitamin D3 is b
lieved to exhibit the most potent cancer . . «
inhibiting properties and ispthe preferredf PKee wadzat AAYG

o . N ¢tKAAa K2LIS FT2NJ !'ffl KQa
form of the vitamin. Evidence of vitamin D's____. . ;
. . . . “motivate our own desire to forgive and to

protective effect against cancer is compellin .

i . one day enter the only world that really is
and it may also go beyond cancer prevention fact
and provide tumour therapy. Much has beer "¢t
made of pharmaceutical angiogenesis inhibi-

/2y GQR FNRBY LJ 3S
(Sallallahu  Alaihi Wasallamjeaches us:
G¢K2asS oK2 aK2g y2 YSNDe
Gave no mercy shown to them by Al-
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Rules of a Muslim Home-
Tarbiyah of Our Families

lffFK &dle@a Ay GKSsalamNRFFyY bh @2dz K2
have Imaan! Save yourselves and your families
from the fire (of Jahannum).” Qualities of a Murabbi (Mentor)

We understand from this aayah the As far as upbringing and spiritual recti-
importance of the proper Islamic tarbiyahfication is concerned, certain attributes are
(nuturing) of our families. vital in the life of a murabbi. Some of these are

The main cause of children beinglisted hereunder.
spoilt is our lack of interest in their tarbiyah. It Sincerity: This is the key feature in any
is the incumbent responsibility of both the work of Deen. Without this, no action can be
parents to bring up and nurture their children of any value. Always keep in mind the pleasure
Islamically. However, a greater responsibilityof Allah. Our objective should never be any
lies upon the mother, since the children growgain other than the pleasure of Allah. Every
up mainly in her care. facet of our upbringing should reveal only sin-

Parents should try and gain the maxi-cerity. Whether it is stern admonition or coun-
mum out of their children by moulding their selling with love, all our actions have to be
0SKF@A2dzNI Ay | 002 NR | yage8 on éomjilete singeiit$. { KI NR Q K®
Besides benefiting the children it will also Tolerance & PatienceThis is the fun-
benefit us. Whatever good accrues from themdamental attribute of an ideal murabbi. With-
we will also have a share in the reward theyout this no person will be able to execute an
attain. Every salaah they perform, every aayalebligation as sensitive as tarbiyah (upbringing)
2F GKS vdNDIFFyYy (KSeé eNBtidelyiimhe gistyoRole@sS iblihat 2p@rk S NJ
good deed that they may perform, ashare o2y NBFNI Aya FNBY | yaINR 2 dzi
the reward will be reserved for us as well. hasty in looking for results. This may agitate

Definition of Tarbiyah:The word tar- you and lead to frustration. Generally we get
biyah means to nurture, rear or to take care offrustrated when there is no apparent change
a child from stage to stage until he/she betaking place. Maintain trust in Allah and con-

comes obedient and righteous. tinue working conscientiously and with persis-
Definition of a Murabbi: One who tence. Bear in mind the blessed manner of Ra-
makes the tarbiyah of others. sulullah (sallallahu alaihi wasallam). Look at

Object of Tarbiyah:One of the most how he nurtured his Sahaabah (radiyallahu
important objectives of tarbiyah is to nurture anhum) despite the difficulties and hardships.
someone till they reach such a stage wherdlistorians say that the group of people that he
they can fulfil all their duties towards Allah andhad to work with were at that time the worst
live a practical life of a Muslim, as shown to ugroup of people on the face of the earth. Yet in
by our beloved Rasulullah (sallallahu alaihi wahe most trying times he never lost his temper.
34 (Vol.13, No: 165)
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He thus transformed them into the best groupfering that Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam)
of people on earth. experienced to propagate the Deen of Islam.
Politeness:! Y R2 dzo il SR & X Thé recitalfomNa duyoOdadaily will also help in
speech, tone, manner of conversation andhis regard. Practicing and reinforcing every
style leaves an impression upon his/her chilsunnah will help to instil the true love of Nabi
dren. If you are unsympathetic, repulsive andsallallahu alaihi wasallam) into their lives. If
speak in an angry tone, your children will diseur child does any action against the sunnah,
tance themselves from you. Rasulullabrectify him/her immediately. For example im-
(sallallahu alaihi wasallam) spoke in a tone thamediately rectify them for actions such as
was neither too loud, nor too soft. He spoke ilRNA Y1 Ay 3 461 GSNJ gAGK GKS ST
a moderate tone that would leave a deep im-their pants below their ankles, girls not cover-
pression upon his audience. ing their hair properly, etc., even if they are
Good characterBefore attempting to minors. They should thereafter be praised and
nurture others, we should first spiritually nur- rewarded for acting on the sunnah. Remember
ture ourselves. The beautiful character of Rathat the sunnah of Rasulullah (sallallahu alaihi
sulullah (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) played aasallam) is for men, women and children. Ask
key role in his Sahaabah (radiyallahu anhumjurselves whether the use of the miswaak is

adopting a most excellent character. common amongst the women and children in
The following 3 aspects should be instilled intour families or has it been restricted to the
the hearts of every child men only. Similarly sitting on the floor and eat-

ing is a sunnah practice for men and women
1. Greatness of Allah although practiced mainly by men only.

Our most important function is to cre-
ate an awareness of the presence of Allah at al. Good character and morals
times. The recognition, greatness and the at- The third most important aspect is to
tributes of Allah must be firmly established inencourage good character and morals in our
their hearts. Every opportunity should be usedamilies. We are living in a society which is
to educate them in this regard. This should benorally bankrupt and becoming worse by the
done on a daily basis. For example, let thenday. Modesty and Shame have vanished. Bad
observe the creation of Allah such as the skyabits and Evil Character are common. Good
sun, moon, mountains, oceans, etc., which afjualities such as truthfulness, kindness, re-
show the greatness of Allah. The awareness @pect and other virtuous traits must be intro-
Allah can also be achieved by continuouslguced to them. The bad habits such as lying,
making zikr of the first kalimah and reciting thevulgar language, theft, etc., must also be dis-
masnoon duaas on the appropriate occasions.cussed, so that it could be shunned. The harms

of television, music, drugs, illicit relationships,

2. Love for Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) etc., should be emphasized firmly but with

The second most important aspect isaffection and concern. Children must be dis-
to instil the true love and admiration of our couraged from hereworshiping kuffaar sports-
beloved Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam), hignen. For instance parents should not purchase
family and the Sahabah (radiyallahu anhum) if-a KA NIIa A GK a. ST KFIY 2N w2yl
their hearts. This can be achieved by explainingpem since such garments lead towards hero
to them the seerah and life of our belovedworship of theses idols.
Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam). They should
be made to understand the hardships and suf-
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The Ideal Prophet

The Comprehensiveness of the
Holy Prophet’s Life

Maulana Syed Sylaiman Nadvi (RA)

Let us now see if this seat of learnindhafa, 'Umar b. aKhattab, 'Uthman b. 'Affan,
at Madinah resembled the institutions offer-and 'Ali b. Abi Talib (RAA). There was also
ing only one course of study, like those of théMu'awiyah b. Abu Sufyan (RA) who held in his
earlier prophets, or it was like a universityhands the reins of all the lands from Africa in
which turns out specialists in varied subjectshe west to the borders of India in the east.
fitted for different jobs and vocations. But, They proved themselves such ideal rulers as
before we proceed further, let us have a looknever seen by the world before or after
at the training institute of Musa (AS). Youhem: their administration threw into shade
would find here only memt-arms and a few the greatest kingdoms of all times and their
commanders like Yehoshu'a (AS) besidesles of justice eclipsed the Roman and Ira-
some priests and judges. Try to find out thenian legal systems.
disciples of Isa (AS), and you would see a few This institution produced great gen-
mendicants wandering in the Hgnes of Pal- erals like Khalid b. Walid, Sa'd b. Abi Waqqas,
estine. But here, in the theological seminanAbu 'Ubayda b. Jarrah, and 'Amr b. Abila
of Madinah, you would find ash'am, the (RAA) who overthrew the two despotic em-
Negus of Abyssinia; Farwa, the governor gfires of the east and the west in a few years.
Ma' an; DhulKal'a, the head of Himyr; 'Amir They became great conquerors whose ex-
b. Shahar, the prince of Hamadan; Firuploits are still admired with amazement. Sa'd
Dailami and Markabud, the governors ofsnatched the crowns of Irag and Iran; Khalid
Yemen; and 'Ubayd and Ja'far, the chieftainand Abu 'Ubayda (RAA) turned out the Byzan-
of Oman. You would also see, among the disines from Syria, restoring the land of Abra-
ciples of Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasaham (AS) to its rightful owners; 'Amr b:'Ab
lam), a number of serfs like Bilal, Yasiswooped down upon the ancient land of
Shu'yeb, Khabbab, 'Ammar, and Abu Fukayhharoah; while 'Abd Allah b. Zubair and Ibn
as well as slave girls like Sumayya, Labinabi Sarah (RAA) swept out the enemy from
Zanirah, Nahdiya, and Umm ' Abis rubbinglorth Africa. Their conquests demonstrate
their shoulders with the bludlooded aris- their military genius which has few parallels
tocracy of Arabia. in the history of the world.

Those who graduated from this Uni- There were successful administrators
versity included men of wisdom and masterand governors also among the alumni of this
spirits of the age who ruled over nations androphetic school. Bazan b. Sasan ruled over
countries. They include Abu Bakr b. Abi Qu¥femen, Khalid b. Sa'id over Sana'a, Muhajir b.
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Ummiya over Kinda, Zayad b. Walid over Hadan also be seen here who spends thirty
ramaut, 'Amr b. Hazm over Najran, Yazid lyears of his life in the service of his faith, but
Abu Sufyan over Taima and 'Ala bHaldrami when he is asked to take the reins of the then
RAA) over Bahrain besides scores of othergorld's largest empire in his hands, he gives
exercising authority over populous countries. his consent on the condition that he will abdi-
The learners of this institute havecate if even a drop of Muslims' blood is shed
also excelled as scholars and legists. ‘Umar thuring his regime. Mus'ab b. 'Umayr (RA) was
alKhattab, 'Ali b. Abi Jalib, 'Abd Allah bthe smart chic, always dressed in silk and bro-
'‘Abbas, 'Abd Allah b. Mas'ud, 'Abd Allah bcade, but after he accepted Islam he was ever
'‘Amr alAs, 'Ayesha, Umm Salamah, Abi lseen in patched garments of coarse cloth.
Ka'b, Mu'adh b. Jabal, Zaid b. Thabit, and IBWhen he dies he has not a cloak long enough
Zubayr (RAA) are some of the illustriouso cover him from head to foot and his foot
legists who laid the foundation of Islamic juhas to be covered with grass! There is also
risprudence. They can, verily, be comparetUthman b. Maz'un (RA), a mystic of pre
with the greatest legislators of the world. Islamic days. Muhammad b. Salamah (RA) is
Biographers and chroniclers are alsgyet another disciple who declares: "Were a
to be seen among the inceptors of this proMuslim to enter my room to kill me, | would
phetic school. Abu Huraira, Abu Musa alnot attack him." Here is also Abu Darda (RA)
Ash'ari, Anas b. Malik, Abu Sa'idKdludri, ever spending his days in fasts and nights in
‘Ubadah b. assamit, Jabir b. 'Abd Allah, andprayers.
Bara' b. 'Azib (RAA) are amongst hundreds The trainees of this institution in-
other who narrated and recorded all the de-clude men of wisdom, such as Talha, Zubayr,
tails of Islamic faith and practice as well adlughira, Migdad, Sa'd b. Mu'adh, Sa'd b.
the events and occurrences of the life of théUbadah, 'Usaid b. Hudayr, As'ad b. Zararah,
Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). ‘Abd arRahman b. 'Auf, and Sa'd b. Zubayr
Here we also find a batch of studious(RAA). They come from the businessmen of
learners, indifferent to every other pursuit Makkah and the farmers of Madinah but eve-
that attracts the attention of men, having noryone of them proved his worth as a capable
other place to live save the Mosque of theadministrator, a statesman, or a prosperous
Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). Thelgusinessman.
are seventy in humber, devoting themselves Another group of men we come
wholly to prayers and orisons and learning akcross here are those who gave their life for
about the faith from the great teacher. their faith but never thought of retracing
This does not, in any case, exhaugheir steps. Hala, son of Khadijah from her
the list of the students of this institute, nor former husband was minced by infidels; Su-
their achievements. There is Abu Dharr (RA)raayya, the mother of 'Ammar died of the
man so truthful that the world would have injury inflicted by Abu Jahl; Yasir was cruelly
hardly seen one like him. Disregardful of the¢ortured on the rack to die a violent death;
world and all that it stands for, he neverKhubayb was crucified; Zayd welcomed death
keeps with him provisions for the morrow. Heby bowing his head before the assassin's
gets the title of the Christ of Islam from hisscimiter; Haram b. Milhan and his seventy
mentor for his truthfulness and piety. Salmancompanions were treacherously done to
(RA) the Persian, is another disciple who @eath at Bir Ma'una by the tribes of Usayya,
the very picture of piety and devotion. YetRi'l, and Dhakwan; 'Asim was slain with seven
another pious soul, 'Abd Allah b. 'Umar (RAJthers at alRaj'i by Banu Hudhayl; the blood
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of Ibn Abi afAuja and his fortynine compan- 'Ammar (RA) was frequently forces to lie
ions was shed by Banu Salim in 7 A.H./628wn on burning sand and beaten merci-
C.E.; Ka'b b. 'Umar Ghifari and his friendgessly. Zubayr (RA) was rolled up in a mat by
were massacred in the plain of DhatAtla’ his uncle and made to inhale smoke. Sa'id b.
but the martyrs never strayed from the pathZayd (RA) was too often bound with ropes
of truth they had discovered at the feet ofand beaten, and so was tortured 'Uthman
their teacher. A welknown religion flatters (RA) by his uncle. But none recanted, not re-
itself of the crucifixion of a single man, butpented, nor did anybody ever forsake the
how many martyrs were there among thefaith once accepted by him. They were all
learners of this school of Madinah? surely possessed by the truth that never gives
Life is lost only once whether it beway to falsehood.

taken by the blade of the sword, or the head Is it not surprising that the unlet-
of the spear, or the hangman's rope. Butered and uncultured, rude and savage Bed-
greater was the endurance of those who haduins, worshippers of idols and fetish, were
to bear persecution for years; those whoturned into wise and polite, cultured and sa-
were made to lie on the burning charcoal andjacious people by one of them, who was as
the hot sands of Arabia, the men on whoseinlettered as any of them? How could the
chests were placed heavy rocks and thosenarmed Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam)
who were dragged around by the rope tiedmake commanders and generals of them?
round their necks. They were asked to denyHow did they get the reservoir of courage
Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) anednd fortitude through a man who was himself
his God, but nothing save the sound of "Onehelpless and defenseless? How were the peo-
One" came out of their throats. During theple who had never bowed their heads before
period of boycott imposed by the Quraish onAllah made reverent worshippers, pious and
the Muslims, the Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihgodly? You have just had a glimpse of Mu-
Wasallam) and his kinsmen had very oftetnammad's * great seminary and its learners
absolutely nothing save the leaves of trees t@f various categories: scholars, legists, warri-
fill their bellies for days together. Sa'd b. Abbrs, judges, and rulers. They included the
Wagqgas (RA) relates that once he happeneploor as well as the rich, slaves as well as mas-
to lay his hands on a piece of dry hide whickers and combatants as well as martyrs. Have
he roasted and took with water. 'Utba b.you not reached the conclusion that here was
Ghazwan (RA) says that seven of his friendlsat superman, Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi
had developed sores in their mouths by takWasallam), the emblem of perfection, whose
ing these unnatural things. When Khabbab bvirtues were reflected, in different shades
alAratt (RA) embraced Islam he was forcednd colors, in his companions and disciples?
to lie flat on the burning charcoal until the It was the Prophet's (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal-
fire cooled down under him. Bilal (RA) wasam) sagacity which showed its face in Abu
regularly thrown on his back in the hottestBakr and 'Uthman; his intrepidity found ex-
season of the Arabian desert and then a gregiression in Khalid and Abu 'Ubayda, Sa'd and
rock used to be placed on his chest. He waka'far Tayyar; his devotion, piety, and prayers
often dragged around by the rope put roundilluminated the arch and pulpit in the form of
his neck. Abu Fukayha (RA) was very oftdbn 'Umar, Abu Dharr, Salman, and Abu
tied by his legs and pulled along, throttledDarda; his knowledge and learning bright-
and a heavy rock so big was placed on haned the minds of Ibn 'Abbas, Abi b. Ka'b,
chest that his tongue used to come out.Zayd b. Thabit, and 'Abd Allah b. Mas'ud; and
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his patience displayed itself in the perseverthese diverse human characters and charac-
ance of Bilal and Suhayb, 'Ammar and Khteristics, there can be no comprehensive and
bayb (RAA). Like the glorious lamp of heavesverlasting guide and teacher save Muham-
Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) illumad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), the last of
mined every nook and corner of the world,the prophets of Allah. This is the reason why
the peaks of mountains, sandy deserts, runAllah commanded Muhammad (Sallallahu
ning streams and verdant pastures; his werdlaihi Wasallam) to proclaim: "If ye love Al-
the streams of rain showering life and vitalitylah, follow me; Allah will love you." "Follow
over all lands and peoples, which helped alhe," only Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi Wa-
nations to blossom out its latent qualities.  sallam) can say, "if you love Allah, whether
Regardless of the varied talents and/ou are a soldier or a commander, a teacher
accomplishments of the Prophet's (Sallallahor a student, a beggar or a millionaire, a sub-
Alaihi Wasallam) companions, the featurgect or a ruler, a saint or a commortefor
uniformly conspicuous in all was the sparklinghe path of virtue and goodness and right-
spirit of faith. Whether one was rich or poor,eousness lies only in following my example."
a king or a friar, a ruler or the ruled, a judge Blessings of Allah be upon him, his
or a witness, a commander or a cavalier, &amily, and his companions.
teacher or the taught, an ascetic or a trader,
a fighter or a martyr, Muhammad's
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) light of leve
divine, spirit of selflessness, zeal for sacrifice, L ~
sympathy for his fellow beings, and, above 2y U0QR FTNRBY LI} 3S
all, his ardor for achieving the pleasure ofstrike the staff against the stone, and it
Allah had made a dent in every heart. Whatwould be a valid interpretation of this sen-
ever position one occupied and wherever ondence. But, Sir Syed Ahmad Khan has claimed
happened to be, this was the burning emo®n the basis of vague usages of the language
tion that kept all of them restless, irrespec- _that this sentence means, "Walk on this rock
tive of their differing dispositions and individ-with the support of your staff.” (Tafsir ul 3
ual traits. Their God was One, the Quran waé dZNR Iy s  {ANJ { @SR ! KYF R YK
their common Scripture, they owed alle-meaning of the word (strike) has been taken
giance to the same Prophet, bowed their@s walk instead of strike and that of (stone or
heads in the same direction, and the ultimate’ock). This meaning is imposed because even
aim of their endeavor was the samdo If @ vague reference is available in the books
make this world a better place for the man-Of language the normal usage rejects it alto-
kind, to do good to every man, to preach thedether.(We have quoted him here by way of
message of Allah to one and all, and to makexample alone otherwise his explanation does
the truth triumphant over everything else. ~ Nnot find support in language too. There are
These are but brief glimpses of Mu-SOme errors on that point also to for example
hammad's (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) manyvhen used to implyx O Ywalk is followed
sided and comprehensive character. His dbyc TKp 4 F ¢ T )@hcRis tot féubtio m
verse qualities are like flowers of differenthere.)imam Ahmad has said that it is forbid-
colors and hue. Like the natural phenomena‘,jen to draw such interpretations on linguistic
human character also shows a multifariousgrounds. No sane person can subscribe to it,
ness of characteristics, traits, dispositionseither.
and capacities. And, for the guidance of all
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Three Stages of
Tahajjud

By Mawlana Khalid Abdul Sattar

One of the most virtuous of the desirous of this great bounty. Couple this
nawafil acts of worship is waking up in thewith dua admitting your inability and ask-
middle of the night for tahajjud prayer. ing Allah for His bounty.

This is that special time when the doors of

mercy are thrown open and the angels areStage 2; | am sporadic in my tahajjud
dispersed, seeking out those in need of If you are blessed to wake up for
their Lord. Yet, how unfortunate our situa-tahajjud on occasion, or get up most days,
tion is that we are deprived from this greatbut miss a few here and there, be sure to

bounty. GYlF-3dz8 GKS LINF@SNJ 2y GKS |
G¢KSANI 8ARSa aKdzy RXYPAN @SRa dAI® 2NRSRI #2 O2.
pray to their Lord in fear and with dua.

K2LISXé O6vdz2NF YZ olHWF Ndc@WNI RAL £ Kdz | yKdz0 Yy I
Abu Hurayrah (radiallahu anhu) narrates heard the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu
that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu I f F AKA gl alffl Yo alex W2
F€1FAKA gl alffl Yo aybuisiReps thiraudghdis rightaldévotibasidorg S NJ
after the obligatory prayers is the night  through a part of them, then, if you per-
LINJ @ SNXP¢ 0 a dza f foirmithem between the Fajr (i.e after Ish-
I remember anytime one of the raq) and Dhuhr prayer, you will receive the
narrations regarding tahajjud would come same reward as if you performed them at
up in a text, or was mentioned by one of VAIKGIDPQE Sadzaf AYD
our teachers, the students would eagerly
ask how they could become regular in thisStage 3 | regularly wake up for tahajjud
blessed act. Here are a few suggestions Alhamdulillah, if you are at this
based on their responses. stage you need to ensure 3 things:
1. Give shukr every night that Allah al-
StageIcL 2dzad OF y Qi ¢ pved gew take advantage of this great
Despite your best efforts (asking ablessing.
friend to call, multiple alarms, sleeping2. Admit to Allah that while you are unwor-
early, making a firm intention at night, thy of such a blessing, you are in need of it.
etc.) if you simply cannot force yourself to3. Beg Allah that He allow you to wake up
get up, pray your tahajjud prayer beforethe following night as well.
you go to sleep. Its time technically begins May Allah, Most High, allow each
after Isha, so this can be a means of showsf us to be regular in our tahajjud prayers!
ing Allah that you are serious, and truly
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